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All-party revolt in Lords upsets Mackay bill 


ROTRIC1A WYNN DAVIES 

ftjiiticaf Correspondent 


The Government suffered a 
humiliating defeat in the Lords 
last night as Tory rebels - in- 
cluding four former ministers - 
joined forces with opposition 
peers to vote to allow divorced 
women to share their husbands’ 
pensions. 

Intensive government efforts 
to “whip" Conservative peers to 
vote against Labour amend- 
ments to the essentially non-par- 
ty Family Law BQl failed, by 17S 
votes to’ 150. 

• The changes, . moved by - 
Baroness Hollis of Heighanv 
Labour’s Lords sotialsecurity 


There were 21 Tory rebels, in- 
cluding ex-ministers Lord Tfeb- 
bit, Lord Gflmour, Lord Hay hoe 
and Lord Boyd-Carpenter, 
Baroness Young -the leader of 
the Conservative revolt over 
the Bill's, main provision for 
“no fault”, divorce after a year - 
and Baroness .Gardner of 
Padres, president of the Married 
Women's Association. 

The rebels ignored the en- 
treaties of Lons Social Securi- 


spokeswoman, seekto enshrine 
the principle of so-called U u ra- 


the principle of so-called ’'pen- 
sion splitting" inlhelaw. leav- 
ing detailed consideration of the 
means of putting it into practice. 

-The a&party yictory brings 
the widely supported reform, 
which would also- benefit less 
well-off husbands, forward by 
several years: It s Unlikely to be 
reversed whea the Effll goes back 
to the Commons. <■' 

: ‘ • The proposal would enable 
divorcing couples to divide ptm- 
-Tilter vw of tte (raisisg-, 
nificant assets of a marriage - 
at the time of divorce instead of 
liaviug their financial: affairs, 
entangled for years. 

. . Some dfrorcedwives are at 


Lady Hollis: Led : revolt 
gainst Family Law Bill - 


ty minister. Lord fc!ay of 
Ardbrecknish, wlw&ftressed 


risk of being driven onto income 
support in their old age because 
their former husbands mightdie 
early- sometimes before a pen- 
sion can be drawn at all. 

A delighted Lady HoUissaid 
that ,lhe move, which was 
backed by the pensions indus- 
try, the; Law Society arid the 
Mothers* Union, would save 
many divorced people from 
penury in old age. 


pfebeniaricmarrdthepatential 
'king-term loss of tax revenue to 
the Exchequer. . 

. Lord MacKay urged that a 
Green Paper published last week 
would enable all those involved 
with the issue to ensure that 
there was aproperiy wtnked-out 
planon which a“measuredand 
pot an emotional judgement” 
couldbe taken. 

‘ But'the noteworthy aspect of 
yesterdays rebellion was the 


surprise within government and 
Conservative Party circles that 
the issue had been allowed to 
progress to a division. 

During the Bill's committee 
stage it attracted wide cross- 
party support and a sympa- 
thetic hearing from Lord Mack- 
ay of CJ as hf era, the Lord 
■Chancellor, -who is managing 
the Lords stages. 

While a number of support- 
ers of yesterday’s amendment 
were content for the details to 
be examined in a Green Paper 
consultation, they were deter- 
mined to have the principle in- 
cluded on the -face of the 
legislation to eiBuxe progress was 
not thwarted for perhaps sever- 
. al years after the next election. 

: Tbe wording of Lady Hollis’s 
amendments might involve the 
.. Government in the embarrass- 
ment of having to help redraft 
them, mid Lord MacKay of 
Ardbrecknish ' pointedly ’em- 
phasised that the Government’s 
opponents would be voting for 
. the moa sweeping "Hairy Vili" 

7: Bi^^iinBteis a^b^iess 
managers conspicuously failed 
to declare, .any; intention of 
seeking to reverse the defz-t 
.when the Bill reaches the 
Commons. Commons whips 
are expected carefully to gauge 
the level of support, particularly 
m the light of the risk of em- 
barrassing rebellions on other 
parts erf the Bill. 

- Gossbencher Lord Simon of 
Glaisdale, . the strongly anli- 
. divoree formeriiwlord, accused 
tire Government of “stone- 
waning” and of seeking to post- 
pone action until after the 
election. The Law Society said 
that the change would have a 
valuable role to play in com- 
bating poverty in retirement. 



Aerial battle: Protesters being removed from a treehouse yesterday Photograph: Stuart Cook 


Hopes of an Imminent’ 13 arrests after dawn raid 
‘ “ ’ ’ to evict bypass protesters 


DAVID McKTTlRICK 

Ireland correspondent 


The IRA and Sinn Fein yester- 
day signalled that a renewal of 
-the IRA cessation is not muni- . 
nerit in the wake of the Arigjo- 
. Irish summit which set 10 June 
as the date for all-party talks in 
Northern Ireland. 

Sum Fein president Gerry 
Adams described the prospect 
of a ceasefire in the. next few 
davs as “most unlikely”. He was 
speaking after an unusual meet- 
ing at which he met IRA lead- 
ers in companv with the leader 
- of the SDLP. John Hume. 

“• The republican leaders ap- 
'■ T»rrr. folkwing the summit, to 
i- 1 * -wring between rejection 
be ni.^fjnce of its offer of 
and accepi- , _ — 


talks. The signs are that the for- 
mer may be impossible to them, 
while they are not yet ready for 
the latter. 

An IRA statement, issued af- 
ter the meeting took refuge in 
Delphic generalities, making 
no reference to the possibility 
of a ceasefire. 

It said: “We pointed out to 
Mr'Hume and Mr Adams that 
the failure by the British gov- 
ernment to put in place inclu- 
sive negotiations free from 
preconditions, the abuse of the 
peace, process by the British 
over 18months, and the absence 
of an effective and democratic 
approach capable of providing 
an irrevocable momentum to- 


wards a just and lasting peace 
in Ireland were the critical el- 


ements which led to the failure, 
thus far, of the Irish peace 
process.” 

John Major last night react- 
ed angrily to the IRA army 
council's statement, describing 
it as “pathetic" and a “sick 
joke”. Given the text in 
Bangkok during his trip to the 
Far East, the Prune Minister de- 
clared: “For 25 years the ERA 
have murdered and bombed. 
The people of Northern Ireland 
wifi be fed up to the back teeth 
arid it is time they realised that 
democracy wifi go on with or 
without them.” ' 

' An intensive round of talks 
is due to start in Belfast on 
Monday. Sinn Fein is to have in- 
put' into these via meetings 
TURN TO PAGE 2 


CLARE GARNER 


Bailiffs in riot helmets, ac- 
companied by hundreds of po- 
lice officers, yesterday staged a 
pre-dawn raid to evict demon- 
strators from the largest and 
best-defended camps on the 
Newbury bypass route. 

Thirteen anti-road cam- 
paigners were arrested and sev- 
eral trampled underfoot in 
clashes between demonstrators 
and police horses at the Pride 
Village site in Snelsmore Com- 
mon. Berkshire. The re- 
doubtable Lady Jeanine Barber 
lashed out at police she claimed 
bad ‘‘manhandled" her. Pro- 
testers dumped buckets of hu- 
man waste over unsuspecting 
police officers. 


By the end of the day. con- 
tractors had cleared a large 
part of the area, designated a 
Site of Special Scientific Inter- 
est. including the makeshift 
ground camps, and had "taken 
into custody” a network of un- 
derground tunnels. 

The operation began at 3am, 
when protesters were literally 
caught napping by theKW-pJus 
uniformed police who crept up 
on their nine tree-houses. 

Bailiffs set about clearing 
out the camps on the groundl 
heaping belongings into Mack 
bin-liners. Trouble flared when 
two giant lorries arrived. Police 
moved in with eight horses to 
clear the way and several peo- 
ple were crushed in the melee. 

Lady Barber, of Inkpen, near 


Newbury, claimed police used 
“brutal ’tactics” in getting her 
out of the way. “The strength of 
feeling here is such that local 
people will simply not put up 
with these strong-arm tactics 
from the police,” she said. 

Onlooker Hugh Warwick 
said: “The residents' young 
children were screaming and the 
horses so skittish as to be near- 
ly out of control.” 

Richard Stephens, the coun- 
tryside warden for Newbury 
District Council, said: “It's been 
handled really badly. Tbe use of 
horses was appalling." 

How ever, police condemned 
the protesters after two 
“deliberate” five-foot wooden 
mantraps, armed with five-inch 
long nails, were found. 


Test to fight Cej be dras- 
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The Japanese govenimentisso 


Kenyans leave Windies stumped 


ricaily reduced by routiars are 
rag tor a t-irvswben sm& aige 3 
taken, doefctesav. ft 


worried about its Imperial Fam- 
ily running outof male heirs that 
h has dispatched envoys to sev- 

i miinlnM tn- 


HUGH BATESON 


West lawyer suspend 

Howard Ggdervthe serial 
FrecM^ttfea's fotmer istW 
itor, w& tnupenried for a yjul 
for-uDbeatfflMg conduct rife? 
cleared of to ca$ in b\ 

hser-dieirt^nDtoricty. A 


era! European countries, in- 
cluding Britain, to study 


whether the law may be 
changed to allow a woman to as- 
cend to the throne. Page 11 


University cuts 

Universities are facing up « the 
. - in a decade 


biggest funding cuts in a decade 

aSd warnings that some m&il 

. until fhe eovcrn- 



- ami u wntiuwer j - 

not survive un^ ffi^gOTcra- 
menl's review of higher educ 3 ’ 
tion is complete- ragev 


xfeyfe weather . 

!ajn iy dry with sunshine m 
c-wesL Section T*w», page.33_ 


Kenya joined the Faroe Islands, 
Colchester United and Buster 
Douglas yesterday when they 
produced one of the great 
sporting upsets of all time, de- 
feating die West Jodies in crict- 
etisWorld Cup. ; 

Their 73-run win over a side 
including the world's greatest 
! batsman, Brian Lara, in Pune 
was ranks on port’s Richter 
scale alongside Colchester’s 
3-2 defeat of the then 
hwincible Leeds United football 
team m the 1971 EA Cup, the 
heavyweight boxer James 
“Buster” Douglas's knockout of 


Mike TVson in 1990, and the tiny 
Faroe Islands' European Cham- 
pionship victory over Austria in 
in the same year. It is by far the 
greatest shock the cricket world 
has seen. 

Tbe West Indies, the leading 
cricket nation for the best part 
of 20.years from ihe raid-Sev- 
enties, collapsed in truly spec- 
tacular fashion to Kenya’s 
amateur team of salesmen, stu- 
dents and businessmen. ■ 

Casing only a moderate tar- 
get of. 166 they could not even 
muster 100 tuns between them, 
being bowled out for just 93. 
Their captain, Richie Richard- 
son, scored five, Lara eight. 


Sherwin Campbell four and 
Keith Arthunon a duck- as 
they tumbled to 35 for 4. Thai 
soon became SI for 8 and the 


game was up. 

Maurice Odumbe. the 25- 
year-old insurance salesman 
who captains Kenya, was the 
star of Africa, taking three 
nickels with his off-spin and gei- 
ting a smart run-out with a di- 
rect hit on the stumps. “We 
came to the World Cup to 
prove that we could play and I 
think that we did jjtow that to- 
day.” he said. “It is like having 
won the World Cup.” 

The bookies still rate the 
West Indies a slightly better bet 


for the Cup, though - they are 
16-1. while Kenya are 5CKM. 
And unlike previous sporting 
shocks, they seem to have es- 
caped this one scot-free: none 
of Britain’s leading three book- 
makers took a single bet on 
Kenya to win yesterday - they 
were 16-1 at the start. 

But if Kenya go home with- 
out winning anoLher game they 
will not leave the sub-continent 
empty-handed. Lara went into 
their dressing-room to con- 
gratulate the victors after the 
game, and dutifully acceded to 
their request to have his picture 
taken with every team member. 

Report, page 2S 
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Whitehall 
fears Scott 
‘witch hunt’ 


CHRIS BLACKHURST 

Westminster Correspondent 


Civil servants criticised in the 
Scott report on arms to Iraq 
have been warned that they 
could face disciplinary action 
despite the refusal of Govern- 
ment ministers to accept any 
blame themselves. 

In his report. Sir Richard 
Scott criticised dozens of chi! 
servants across Whitehall for 
drafting misleading parliamen- 
tary answers and letters; not 
reading vital intelligence re- 
ports; not taking sufficient care 
over Public Interest Immunity 
Certificates, the so-called “gag- 
ging” orders; giving poor advice 
to ministers: and not paying 
enough attention to export 
licence applications. 

Among those on the receiv- 
ing end from Scott were Eric 
Beston. now the Department of 
Trade and Industry's director in 
the East Midlands but then 
the senior official responsible 
for export controls. Sa>tt said 
his witness statement in the Ma- 
trix Churchill case was inaccu- 
rate and he knew that to be so. 

Another official heavily slat- 
ed in the report was lan Mc- 
Donald. best known for keeping 
the press informed about the 
progress of the Falklands war 
but head of the Ministry of De- 
fence's export services section 
during the arms to Iraq affair. 
Mr McDonald is accused by 
Scott of showing “inattention ... 
consistent with his general ap- 
proach to management’’. 

At the Foreign Office. David 
Gore-Booth, soon to be High 
Commissioner in India, is crit- 


icised for failing to face up to 
the fact that deficiencies in his 


these and other, less senior of- 
ficials criticised in the report. 

Their fears have been raised 
by indications from senior gov- 
ernmem officials that some civ- 
il servants could be disciplined. 
Referring to Monday’s victory 
in the Scott debate by just one 
vote, one Government source 
said that ministers had had 
their trial and had been ac- 
quitted -civil servants had not. 

A Cabinet Office spokes- 
woman said yesterday that “in 
the light of the report, depart- 
ments will he looking to see if 
there is any reason for discipli- 
nary action”. 

This followed a parliamentary 
answer from John Major in 
which he did not rule out pun- 
ishing officials. “If there are cas- 
es where disciplinary action is 
considered appropriate, this 
would he carried out under 
normal departmental discipli- 
nary procedures,” he said. 

So concerned are the unions 
that they arc urgently seeking 
reassurances from the Cabinet 
Secretary, Sir Robin Butler, 
and Roger Freeman, the civil 
sendee minister, that officials 
will not be disciplined. The 
unions plan to discuss the threat 
and any possible retaliatory ac- 
tion at their joint council meet- 
ing next week. 

Clive Brook, joint general 
secretary of the PTC union, 
said: if civil servants are in- 
volved and our members are 
affected we are outraged.” 

Another Whitehall union 
general secretary said he un- 
derstood lh?» senior officials in 
the Deparfneot of Trade and 
Industry. Ministry of Defence 
and Customs and Excise were 
in the firing tine. “This is dou- 


department might have con- 
tributed to “the lamentable fact 


tributed to “the lamentable fact 
that a misleading submission 
had been placed before 
[William WhJdegrave. then For- 
eign Office minister].” 
Whitehall unions - including 
the First Division Association, 
which represents top officials, 
and the new PTC union, which 
covers the middle- ranking 
grades, fear a witch-hunt against 


ble standards of the highest or- 
der if they pursue hapless civil 


der if they pursue hapless civil 
servants and ministers get off 
scot-free.” He claimed it was 
“cock-eyed logic” for tbe Gov- 
ernment to discipline officials. 

Unions fear those criticised 
may be punished in less overt 
wavs, being overlooked for pav 
motion. marked down for per- 
formance pay and transferred 
to dead-end postings. 


TESSA. 


HIGH ONE 


When you want a TESSA don't ask any old Tom, 
Dick or Harry, ask Abbey National. Because with 
our TESSA 3rd Edition, Fixed Rate TESSA or 
Guaranteed Growth TESSA you can now save 
tax-free in the way that suits you best. 

To find out which one is 
right for you simply call 
into your nearest branch, 
or call us free on 
0800 100 80S quoting 
reference A372J. 
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£3.8m 


CHRIS SLACiiHURST 
arts DONALD MACINTYRE 

H*'n^ Kong hii-.in'.-«nicn u.s 
ilMm m the ■ ’’■ , n , -.* rL jiiv,.- P: 
ty in the run up i-> the l.i;t ge 
eral election in i ,JM 2. ii v. 
Gained . a far high 

figure than ’. - .a> prev-,:i- 
thought. including t2.3m fr:' 
seven influential iyo»"»is 
Lal'uur mad-- ihe rii<e!« ■*•.: 
embarrav* ih.: Prime Mir 
ler ahead ul his visit i..- i! 
CkIoiiv ji i he weekend. ■-■■hi: 


they .u:imej v.-ns designed to 
S iN p jrl > e> t l‘fe r .s in lime for 
die r,e:*:l .‘icciu n. TiiKw.is de- 
n ■ e-J l’; D- >v. nine Si reel wh ieh 
said Mr Major * trip nett S mi- 
ll: n and Monday was "so! eh nn 
Go - , ernmeni business ". 

Nvn -Jeiails of donation* io 
ill*. Tories tour. Hong K«>ne 
short!;. before the !us> general 
election showed ihal >>! the 
Le. rin rai-ed from the Cuiom. 
firm -a a? from the focal 
branch «i Conser. aloes 
Abroad and Ihe remainder 


oanitf irom seven millionaires. 

.-V. que-uion lime in ihe Com- 
mons. Labour's deputy leader. 
Ji-hn PresColl. angrily de- 
manded assurance*. Irom 
Michael H cm:! tine. ihe Deputy 
Prime Minister, landing in lor 
Mr Major who is in Bangkok. 
ih.il the trip would not he used 
in up the tycoons for funds lor 
ihe nc::i election. 

Mr Pre-oil t seized on an 
equiv.*eal rcceni answer from 
Mr Major to Stephen Byers, the 
Labour MP. who had ask-ed 


whether he would be meeting 
Hie main contributors from 
19*0 this weekend? In his reply. 
Mr Major said he hoped to meel 
"a broad range of business- 
men. politicians and opinion 
formers" during his \is:l. 

Mr Prescott asked: ~VVH1 you 
tell the House why the Prime 
Minister refused to answer par- 
liamentary questions about the 
names of the people he will be 
meeting on his publicly funded 
visit to Hong Kong?” 

Mr Heseltmc said: “I haven't 


ihe slightest doubt that the 
Prime Minister's programme 
will remain flexible during tile 
course of his visit.” 

Mr Byers claimed that seven 
Hons Kong millionaires had 
funded the Tories to the tune of 
E13m in the run-up to the Iasi 
election. He said that evidence 
from company returns, biogra- 
phies and .Asian press reports, 
showed gifts from: Sir Y K 
Pao. the shipping magnate, now 
dead, who gave £1.5m: Li Ka 
Shins, the Hutchison telecom- 


munications billionaire, who 
donated £900.01 tO; David Choy, 
who donated £125,000; Rung 
Yiren, founder of China In- 
vestment Trust and Investment 
Corporation, who gave 
£100,000; Stanley Ho, owner of 
casinos on nearby Macau, who 
donated £1 00,000; TT Tsui. who 
run*, a business empire em- 
bracing tourism, transport and 
broadcasting interests, and gave 
£100.000; C H Tung, j shipping 
magnate, who gave £50.01)0. 

Several of the seven, notably 


Li Ka Shing. Mr Yiren and Mr 
Hu. enjoy close ties with Beijing. 
Mr Tsui and Mr Ka Shing sit on 
the Hong Kong consultative 
committee to smooth the han- 
dover in 1997 to China. 

Downing Street said the 
Prime Minister's three meetings 
scheduled with Hong Kong 
businessmen were all open af- 
fairs. A senior aide travelling 
with the Prime Minister said 
that Mr Major would definite- 
ly would not be engaging in par- 
ty fund raising during his visit. 


Soyas visit: Prince to raise concerns over iong-term environmental effects of Sea Empress disaster Rrultrack. 
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on spillage 


NICHOLAS SCHCON 
Environment Co.Ts-secnder.t 

A small, dark anu mysterious 
duck i- tnc main -.icltnj of the 
StV L'nu'rc:,.\ oil -pill. A large 
fraction of the an. ire p- >pu'atv'*n 
of Scoter deck- v ini. 'ring ;r> 
British water* are in Jj n gcr *T 
being wiped out. 

There were about thou- 
sand - about "ne-tiMn of the 
total British p* •pub.uot* - tr. Car- 
marthen Bay. west Wales, when 
the supertanker r.m aground 
two weeks ago. \lo-i have been 
oiled and P: likely to die. By 
last nighi abou; 2..’i'i> had been 
rescued from ihe be.icivj.- but 
more than had been 

found dead. 

"This species has suite red 
above all. " said Eu.m Dunn, 
marine policy officer with the 
Royal Society for ihe Pf- 'lection 
of Birds 'li s sate to Nay that 
over hali the birds in Car- 
marthen Bay .ire likely to ^Ui- 
tumb. and ini:- - i> iheir most 
important British sit. - . ' 

The Prince ot Whies Kami of 
the oil spill's efl act on -he Sevi- 
er during u three-hour \i*.':i to 
the Milford Hir.cn .iru yes- 
terday. He spoke !■ » fl.*hcrmen. 
rcnre.-entnih cs n: > 1 be ;■ *uri>t in- 
dustry and eir in •nm-.-mai bod- 
ies. T»d;*y he v it! raise their 
concerns v. ith William Hague. 
Secretary ot Stale for W.iic-. 

He w ns briefed > >n the clean- 
up operation and i. Id that eight 
small fishing boais- one called 
The Liui) fain, i - are being 
used to collect oil in near-sin -re 
waters using floating booms. 

The Prince visited • *ni; one 
beach ai West Angle Bay and 
this had already Ivcr. cleaned 
fairly thoroughly. Two miles 
away at Freshwater W-v„ ’vlueh 
has received repeated slick - 
ing>. there were large quantitie- 
of oil and no elean-un staff. 
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on casualty: RSPCA inspector Jo Nash with a dead duck at the cleaning centre in Milford Haven (Photograph: Rob Stratton). Below right: A healthy Scoter 


They were ail working at full 
-irei'eh at beat he? further i«i the 
cum. i -jrge quantities of oil eon- 
i ij’.Vl i< ■ o -me ash* *re aJung a 2»t- 
mile "-i reteh ol e*.i.isi. M*me of 
them hilling hcathes which 
Ju - e e-eaped unit! m*v. 

.Some of the people ihe 
Prince met ilsUcJ lor a public in- 
v|inr. as well as the Department 
01 Transport's marine aveiJent 
imesiig.it ion. The Deputy 
Fiime Minister. Michael Hes- 
vltine. assured the Commons 
ye>t*.rday that the inquiry into 
ihv 5V.i Lnii'r&x spill will be 
■■lh<ir..ugh and independem”. 

Paui Flynn, the Newport 
V*e*i Labour MP. asked him: 
■ Will ;->'U give an undertaking 
t-.aJa;. than he in I] inquir- will 
lake place, prelerably under 
L'*rd L'Miiaidsiin. and tliai 


inquiry will be public and en- 
tirely independent?" 

Mr Heschine replied; “The 
Marine Accident Imesiigation 
Branch will carry out j *hi 'rough 
and independent inquiry into 
the cause oft h.- incident and ihe 
conduct of the salvage opera- 
tions." 

Nick -Linger. LahnurMPfor 
Pembroke, said advanced radar 
co - . erase installed at the mouth 
of Milforu Ha\en had been out 
of action for sis. months he fore 
the tragedy. 

The "Government, keen to 
minimise the political fallout 
from the disaster, yesterday 
announced that the insurers of 
the Sea Dupres* are establish- 
ing a claims handling office 
immediately in Milford Haven. 
?«1r Hague and Lord Goschen. 


the Minister for Aviation and 
Shipping, said the office will 
make hardship payments to 
those suffering financial losses 
following the accident. 

Lord Goschen said: t he 

Gov cm men I is very concerned 
about the financial hardship 
which could be caused especially 
to those who earn their living 
from the sea. I want to give 
assurance that there will be 
proper compensation for pol- 
lution damage." 

Pumping off a final ship- 
ment of oil from the tanker was 
due to begin early today and 
should be completed tomorrow. 
All but one ot its 14 cargo tanks 
were holed during the ground- 
ing and subsequent salvage 
attempts and about 7U.OOO 
tonnes poured into the sea. 



on repairs 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 

Railtrack has been given a year 
to improve the tracks outside 
Euston station, after a derail- 
ment in December caused by 
faulty rails. 

The Health and Safety Ex- 
ecutive look the unusual step of 
issuing Railtrack with an im- 
provement notice to ensure 
that it carried out remedial 
work on the five-mile stretch of 
track in north London. It is 
highly embarrassing for Rail- 
trackl which is due to be priva- 
tised in May. as it involves a key 
area of the rail network and it 
raises doubts over Rail track's 
ability to manage the network. 

Roger Ford, editor of Rail Pri- 
vatisation News . said; “Rail- 
track has let the track 
deteriorate badly. When it was 
transferred from BR to Rail- 
track in April 1994, there were 
□o speed restrictions and il 
was in good condition. This is 
just a case of neglect.” 

In December, a charter train 
operated by Waterman Rail- 
ways. was derailed at Primrose 
HiU. completely wrecking two 
coaches. Pete Waterman, who 
runs the company, is consider- 
ing legal action against Raflrrack. 

The HSE has given Railtrack 
until the end of February 1997 
to improve the track and fail- 
ure to do so will result in a fine. 
The track is around 30 years old. 
about the limit for such heavi- 
ly used raj Is. Following the ac- 
ridcntN ..ejections revealed the 
track to be in a very 1 poor slate. 

Commuters and other rail 
passengers can expect a lengthy 
period of speed restrictions 
until the work is carried out. 

A Railtrack spokesman said: 
“The problem is that there is a 
long-term scheme to improve 
the West Coast Main Line and 
we do not want to have to ear- 
ly out Lhe work twice by - re- 
placing large sections of track 
at this stage. 

"But safety is paramount 
and we will do whatever is re- 
quired of us by the HSE." 




Sailor rescues in 

spy ship farce 

A Russian seaman y’ut'vr-rv 
from appendicitis « J? w’l- 
off a spy submarine vyAerc-;. 
assisted by a Royal N.o> ship 
from the Na to exert L-e 
which the Russians w are fp> mc-_ 
After a bizarre exchange "I 
signals between the vubmj- 
rme's base and the British em- 
bassy in Moscow, the Jest rover 
HMS Glasgow left the ma- 
noeuvres to rendezvous with the 
submarine 90 miles north ot 
Lewis in the Outer Hebrides. 

£2m chanty gift 

The charity Save The Children 
has been bequeathed its largest 
personal gift, more than JL2m. 
by Violet Evans, of SexhiH. 
East Sussex, in aptpreciaiion of 
the work of its president, the 
Princess Royal. Mrs Evans died 
last October, aged 94. 

Airport tragedy 

An aircraft engineer was 
crushed to death when the un- 
dercarriage of a plane fell on 
him in a hangar at Coventn. air- 
port. Ian Mitchell. 28. of Long 
Itching ton. Warwickshire, died 
in hospital after the accident. 
The Health and Safety Execu- 
tive has begun an investigation. 

Free check-ups call 

Dentists called for the rein- 
statement of free check-ups af- 
ter a survey showed that one in 
two people wouid have their 
teeth examined more often if 
charges were abolished. The 
Harris poll of more than LOfm 
people was carried out for the 
British Dental Association. 

Actor remembered 

TV’ and theatre stars attended 
a memorial service in London 
for Paul Eddington, who played 
Jim Hacker in ter, Minister. He 
died on 5 November last year 
after a prolonged illness caused 
by a rare form of skin cancer. 

Mark of affection 

A husband who carved his ini- 
tials on his wife’s bottom with 
a hot knife at her request did not 
co mmi t an assault, three appeal 
judges ruled. Quashing the con- 
viction of Alan Wilson, 3*S. 
from Doncaster, Yorkshire, 
they said his wife Julie regard- 
ed the marks as "a desirable per- 
sonal adornment”. 
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AT CmEMAS NATIONWIDE NOW 


Escaped Irish peace process: PM makes IRA an offer it will find hard to refuse 

eonvirt Momentum for talks builds 
paper ES Major joins ‘right’ side 


A convicted robber who went on 
the run after attempting to sue 
police who shot him during a 
post-office van raid said last 
night: "I just want to clear my 
name." 

Stc-en Charalambous. 26. 
absconded from Holleslev Bay 
Colony open prison in Suffolk, 
when his plans to sue Metro- 
p.:>litan Police CommLsioncr Sir 
Paul Condon caused a legal nwv. 
H; is claiming £250.tf*0 dam- 
ages for physical and emotion- 
al pain during his arrest in 
February 1993. He vays police 
committed unlawful jssuuli and 
"trespass to the person”. 

But in a statement on 
Wednesday the Legal Aid 
B*"»ard said it had suspended his 
legal aid and would not allow 
l Char.ilamhi.-nis to take his case 
I to a court hearing. 

In a two-minute phone call to 
the London E- eaing Stan Jit rj 
newspaper. Charalanbous 
claimed - . T am not «m the run 
officially. 1 have taken three 
days aw av and am going to hand 
myself back.” He "left The jail - 
a large working farm for cate- 
gory C and P inmates - un 
Wednesday in order to nut his 
side of tiie case. He said: "I was 
shucked and outraged at v.hat 
they wrote in the newspapers." 

CharaJambous. of Finsbury 
Park, north London, was jailed 
;or five vear> after admitting 
conspiracy to rob and firearms 
offences. He had been shot 
three limes by police marksmen 
alter he ignored calls to drop his 
I gun. which wa- - an imitation. 

I When recaptured. Char- 
.ilambous will be returned to a 
} closed prwn. He could have er- 
i tra time added to his sentence. 


DAVID MCKITTR1CK 

Ireland Correspondent 

Pressure on the IRA to move to- 
wards a new ceasefire ls being 
maintained at a high level 
laraclv because John Major 
has. in the eyes of naliimalisl 
Ireland, finally put himself on 
the tight side of the talks issue. 

That opinion als*3 holds for 
a sizeable though less publicly 
vociferous section of Llnionisl 
opinion, which has also come to 
(lie conclusion that talks hold 
the key to progress. 

At this week’s Downing 
Struct summit Mr Major came 
to endorse the view, strongly ar- 
gued by Dublin and Social’Dc- 
mocratic Labour Party leader 
John Hume, that a clear 
timetable and path to talks 
should be laid out. In doing so 
he not only met Sinn Fein's re- 
quest for the setting of a fixed 
date for talks hut also joined the 
consensus in favour of a swift 
move to the table. 

The enthusiasm for talks was 



John Major: New urgency 


reflected in an opinion poll 
carried out in mid-February, fol- 
lowing the Docklands bombing, 
for the Dublin Sunday Inde- 
pendent. This found that, even 
in the absence of an IRA cease- 
fire. all-party talks were 
favoured by 85 per cent in the 
Republic and on per cent in 
Northern Ireland. With an IRA 
ceasefire in place, the figures 
rose to 94 per cent and SO per 
cent respectively. 


The issue of talking to ter- 
rorists or their representatives 
was for a quarter of a century 
one of the most controversial in 
Irish politics, and although many 
contacts were made they almost 
always look place in secret. 

Then in 1993 the issue moved 
to centre-stage when it emerged 
that Mr Hume was holding pri- 
vate talks with Sinn Fein Pres- 
ident. Gerry Adams. The 
disclosure led to a storm of po- 
litical protest and condemna- 
tion. but Mr Hume's approach 
was seen to be endorsed by gen- 
eral nationalist public opinion. 

The IRA ceasefire of August 
1994 was widely seen as vindi- 
cation and justification of the 
policy of holding dialogue with 
elements such as Sinn Fein. In 
its wake many Unionists said pri- 
vately that talks with Sinn Fein 
were inevitable, but Unionst po- 
litical leaders favoured delay. 

Mr Major's endorsement of 
this approach was one reason 
why. when the ceasefire broke 
down, sections of opinion in Ire- 


land and Britain said he should 
bear some of the blame. This 
was reflected in another opin- 
ion poll which indicated that 
more than 70 per cent of peo- 
ple in the Republic held the 
British government responsible 
for the collapse of the ceasefire. 

That collapse seems if any- 
thing to have increased the 
numbers favouring talks. While 
Unionist leaders continue to ex- 
ude resistance to talks, ele- 
ments in the Protestant 
community as disparate as sc- ' 
nior businessmen, police oF~ 
and loyalist param>? ■ ‘ = . jtl 
there most be db* 11 ?™® ^ 
With this wey^ 1 * : Mr 
Major has sh^‘ s ^ mm ? 1 . Mr 
Heisnolon-^^P 05 '^' 
termined ^r seen asone dv- 
almoftt ir/dejayjhe prc-.ess 
stroke ^definitely and at a 
jjj,™ yhs joined the ranks ot 
table say that semns to die 

& a matter of urgency. In 
ani*g so he has taken the moral 
ra6 political high ground, and 
it Je the IRA an offer which 
.■ill find difficult to refuse. 


Adams ‘committed to new ct ase fire’ 


FROM PAGE 1 
with senior government officials, 
but unless an IRA ceasefire is 
declared in the meamime it will 
not be permitted to meet min- 
isters. 

The focus, and the pressure, 
is at the moment on the IRA. 
since all other shades of na- 
tionaiist opinion have gft err en- 
thusiastic support to the 
Anglo-Irish communique. Mr 
.Adams, questioned about the 
prospects tor a ceasefire, yes- 


terday answered: " If you're say- 
ing to me, do I think that will 
happen tonight or tomorrow 
night or the next night. 1 think 
it's most unlikely .“ 

The accounts of the meeting 
between Mr Hume. Mr Adams 
and the IRA are interesting in 
that they all presented Mr 
Adams as aligning himself with 
Mr Hume in appealing for a re- 
sumption of the peace process. 

The IRA said: "We listened 
attentively to ihe case present- 


ed by both leaders and noted 
their shared commitment to 
restoring the peace process.” Mr 
Hume said Mr Adams had rec- 
ommended a return to the cease- 
fire and a cessation of violence 
Mr Adams confirmed he hai- 
madc it clear to the IRA that 
wanted a restoration of U£ e 
ceasefire. He said: "1 Spelled cv c 
my sadness and regret that l* 11 
ceasefire had ended, and 
spelled out their very frA^y 
and firm reasons for eadinpnk 
; it. 


I reiterated my commitmy ai to 
rebuilding the ceasefire ■“ 

The IRA for its rnit appears 
in no hurry to rcrf&md in detail 
to the summit - while the prev 
sure is con*. Arabic, it dearly 
does not rejird Monday's talks 
as a dea ^nc which it should 
scrambi Jo meet. Its read dead- . 
line is pibbably 10 June, the dale 
set for the opening of all-pany 
talks. If a new ceasefire is ip hap- 
pen it could he declared at any 
point between now and then. 
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Treatment hope: Rnnish discovery prompts search for vaccine that could ‘eliminatedisease’ 


Virus linked to 


wK«ft?ITY OF JQRMM 


GLENDA COOPER 

Cervical cancer could be dras- 
tically reduced by rontine test- 
ing for a virus when smears arc 
taken, doctors said yesterday. 

The virus, which is a common 
one, infects about one in 20 
women, has no symptoms and 
is generally transmitted through 

sexual intercourse. 

If a vaccine for the virus 
could be developed the deaths 
from cervical cancer, currently 
500.000 worldwide each year, 
could be drastically reduced. 

The human papillomavirus 
type 16 (HPV 16) - related to 


Fans scale 
new heights 
for Cliff... 

Armed with flasks of tea, 
camper gas sieves and provi- 
sions, 60 OifT Richard fans are 
l along turns "camping out" in 
sub-zero temperatures in a mul- 
ti-storey car park in order to buy 
tickets to see their pop hero. 

The fans, who have pitched 
their tents on the draughty 1 1th 
floor of the south car park at the 
National Indoor Arena in Birm- 
ingham, want to be among the 
first in the queue when tickets 
for HeathcUff- Sir Cliffs mu- 
sical adaptation of Emily Bron- 
te's novel Wuthering Heights - 
go on sale on Monday. 

Obliging Arena staff have giv- 
en them the go-ahead to stay 
and they've even opened up 
lavatory and shower fadlilies for 
the hardy fans. More are 
expected to arrive this weekend 
to snap up the 4.000 tickets for 
each of the lb shows which kick 
off on 16 October. 

One die-hard fan, PhO Fmni- 
more. 46, is planning to spend 
nearly £900 to buy tickets for 
himself and his wife, Pat, for all 
16 performances. The wages 
clerk from Holloway Head in 
Birmingham, said: “People think 
we're crazy but it's all worth it- 
Cliff is a Elastic performer and 
the shows will be brilliant." 


wart viruses - is said to be "the 
major factor" linked to cervical 
cancer according to a paper by 
researchers in Finland in the 

British Medical Journal today. 

Dr Peter Sasiciu, epidemiol- 
ogist for the Imperial Cancer 
Research Fund, said the dis- 
covery had great implications 
for the treatment of the cancer. 

“There are both short-term 
and long-term things we could 
do which would aid us. We 
could put a test for the virus into 
the cervical screening pro- 
gramme. 

“We know that the cervical 
smear test is not perfect, but if 


we were testing for the virus wc 
would not miss the proportion 
that we miss at the moment." 

About 4,000 cases of cancer 
and 18,000 cases of pre-cancer 
arc detected annually in Britain. 
There were 1,369 deaths from 
cervical cancer in 1994, most 
among women who had never 
been screened. A scheme set up 
in 1988 and offering a three or 
five-yearly test to women aged 
25 to 64, is estimated to save 
1,000 to 2.000 lives a year. 

More than 18,000 women in 
Finland were invited to a health 
examination between 1966 and 
1972 which included asking 


about medical history, smoking 
and talons a Mood sample.. . 

All those who had given 
blood and were free of cancer 
at the time were followed by ■ 
public health researchers. 

In the study, between 65 and 
95 per cent of cervical cancers 
contained the human papillo- 

mavirusDNA. About half of the 
patients with cervical cancer 
tested positive for antibodies to 
HPV16. \ 

Nearly a quarter \of the - 
women found to hava devel- 
oped cervical cancer bA 1991 
had detectable antibodies when 
the survey started, and Vddi- 


jkmal women may.nivflJUBUiiu^ 
infected during the average 
time gap of 10 and 23 years be- 
tween taking the and de- 

velopment of the cancer. 

ffawoman was Found to have 
the virus then, as happened with 
a positive smear test, she was 
sent to a gynaecologist for a col- 
poscopy which identifies pre- 
cancerous tissue by. cramming 

the cervix. If p re-cancerous . 
cells were found a «mnii biop- ' 
sy or laser treatment was be ear- 
ned out. 

- Although, there was thought 
to be a link between herpes and 
cancer of the cervix, the study 


1 SRfflSH amt women with her- 
pes only developed the career 
wfaen the-papiUpmavinis was ■ 
present. , V v . 

“Thepublic health impact bf 
oontroffinginOT 
skms and cancer is -potentially : 
huge,; especially in developing 
countries where the incidence - 

ofcervicalcaht^ap^ 

per 100,000 women,” an edito- 
rial in th gBM3 said. \ 

Dr Saseni addedr“The long- 
term iinphcatkmwouldbeifwe 
could develop a vaccine for 
the virus. Then ft wouM be 
stale to eliminate cervical can- 
cer altogether.^ • . . . 



Camping out Die-hard Cliff fan PhB Rnrimore keeps warm white waiting for tickets to go on sale for the 
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. . . but Radio 1 ‘ban’ is no fun for\Stktus Quo 


ROS WYNNE-JONES 

The rock band Status Quo yes- 


agatnst BBC Radio 1, claiming 
(he station has issued a “blan- 
ket ban" on producers playing 
its records. The group's lawyers 
issued a writ for breach of con- 
tract and made an application 
for a judicial review over 
whether the station's alleged 
playlist ban is unlawful. 

“Someone seems not to like 
us at Radio 1,” said Francis 
Rossi, the band's lead singer. 
“But the staff are not paid to be 
taste-makers. They should play 
the current Top 40, which is their 
remit." 

The row is being seen by Ra- 
dio 1 as a reflection of the 
changing face of the station: 
where once Frankie Goes lb 
Hollywood's single “Relax" was 
banned for referring to oral sex 
and the Sex Pistols’s "God Save 
The Queen” was deemed un- 



Rick Parfrtt (left) and Francis Rossi Photograph: John Voos 


suitable for airplay in Silver Ju- 
bilee year, bands are now more 
likely to be censored for being 
un cool than forswearing, drug- 
references or anarchist lyrics. 

“There have been a number 
of occasions in the past two years 


where we have not playlisted 
records in the charts, including 
Mr Blobby. Michael Barrymore, 
Michael Ball. Robson & Jerome 
and Cliff Richard." said a Ra- 
dio I spokeswoman. “Unlike 
everyone else Status Quo don't 
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seem to have noticed that there 
have been a few changes at Ra- 
dio I ... We do not slavishly fol- 
low the Top 40." 

A statement from Status 
Quo. whose collaboration with 
the Beach Boys "Fun Fun Fun" 


went straightanto the chart at 
number 24 tois week, said: 
“ Fortunately .^as the current 
charts reflect *we do not de- 
pend on Radiaj alone for our 
success or indefflour survival.” 
Declaring tha£ the head of 
Radio I’s prodiraion depart- 
ment, Trevor Da^, had acted 
unlawfully, the band’s state- 
ment continued: “Sir applica- 
tion for a judiri&xeview is 
based on the belieflfeat every 
record of every aiii$S|ould be 
given fair considerabn and 
that Mr Dann is almig his 
power by unilateral^ declaring 
that Status Quo do norarit the 
demographic of RadiofiFM’s 
audience." The groups gui- 
tarist. Rick Parfitt, saidt^We 
don't mind if people don't Ske 
our records - many pdbpfc 
don't like our records. Wdnil 
have different tastes and Raffid 
1. which is run on licence pay- 
ers' money, should reflect that 1 ’:' 
The breach of contract, over 


which the band is suing, relates 
to two verbal agreements Sta- 
tus Quo alleges Radio 1 made 
in 1902 and 1993. Status Quo 
claims that when the statiori was 
attempting to persuade the 
band to headline its 25th birth- 
day party and to appear at Ra- 
dio I roadshows toe band was 
promised “all reasonable con- 
sideration in relationship to 
their playlists and broadcasts” 
as an 'inducement*. ; - 
Although Radio 1 confirmed 
that “FunnmFmTis not on its 
playlist, toe station no longer 
ban records, as.: such. Friday 
afternoon meetings of produc- 
ers and Mr Dann decide the 
records forthe next week and 
toe list is published the follow- 
ing Monday^when. bands can 
see whethw^their single has. 
made this playtisL The station' 
found that banning records, as 
in the case of “Relax”, has had 
a tendency to catapult a single 
to number one. 


Mrs Howard’s c^h costs 
‘sorry by tax £600,000 


COUN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 

The curse of the fax machine 
caused fresh pain at Conserva- 
tive Central Office yesterday, af- 
ter a private letter to a Tory 
rebel from the wife of the 
Home Secretary, saying his 
treatment by the party was 
“monstrous", came out on the 
wrong fax machine. 

Michael Howard faced em- 
barrassment after the personal 
message of sympathy from San- 
dra Howard to Peter Thumham. 
the MP who resigned the Tory 
whip in protest at the Scott re- 
port. and his wife Sarah, became 
public when it was inadver- 
tently faxed to a newspaper. 

In the letter, Mrs Howard, a 
former model wrote: “I do 
wish you could stay in the fold 
- that [ know sounds ridiculous 
but we care on personal 
grounds. 1 know bow poorly you 
mxth treated. It’s monstrous but 
it's not the fault of the whole 
body or Conservatives, sensible 
and honest and caring as the 
■•ittl majority are... " 

She added: “Michael h£H no 
idea that I'm writing [and try- 
ing to defend the Government 
and the party] but he and I have 
such a bottomless well of ad- 
miration for you both and feel 
so deflate that you should 
have fi?jt so badly os to not be 


able to stay loyal to a great and 
good party... " 

Mr Thurnham's secretary 
was fating the letter to the 
MP's wife, but it went by acci- 
dent to his local newspaper in 
Bolton. Making the best of a 
bad job. the Tories circulated the 
letters! Westminster last night, 
insisting that it contained noth- 
ing to be embarrassed about. 

The letter was sent to Mr 
Thumham on Saturday. 24 Feb- 
ruary - two daw after he hu- 
miliated John Major by- 
resigning within hours of meet- 
ing him to hear his appeals for 
the MP to stay in the party. On 
Monday, 26 February, Mr 
Thumham voted against the 
Government on the Scott 
report. 

He protested in Mr Major at 
not being given an interview for 
the Westmorland and Lons- 
dale scat, for which Mr Major's 
former adviser, Tim Collins 
was selected. Mrs Howard's 
note, written by hand on per- 
sonal. headed notepaper. un- 
derlined the feeling that he 
was shabbily trey led. 

A fax intended for Jonathan 
Aitken, the former Treasury 
minister, warning that a tabloid 
newspaper was preparing a 
damaging report on him, was 
faxed to the wrong number, and 
emerged in the Independent on 
Sunday. 


Dunlop, the lyre manufacturing 
giant, agreed' yesterday to pay 
almost £6OP.U0U in damages 
to four members of a family 
invoked in a motorway accident 
which claimed the life of a 
14-year-old girl and left eight 
people seriously injured. 

The accident happened as 
the Carroll family, of Grove. 
Oxfordshire, was travelling 
along toe M4 near Swindon in 
an Austin Princess. A rear tyre 
on a Ford Cortina, carrying 
five people, blew out and 
caused the car to mount the cen- 
tral reservation before smash- 
ing into the Princess. Lolita 
Barclay. 14, from Bristol, a pas- 
senger in the Cortina, was 
killed. 

The dead girl's family and toe 
injured sued Dunlop at the 
High Court in Oxford. A lawyer 
for" the Carrolls claimed that tire 

Dunlop SP4 165 radial tyre 
concerned had a fault and that 
a huge section of tread flew off 
because of inadequate bonding 
of rubber to steel coed*, 

After yesterday's settlement. 
Mis Susan Carroll, who suffered 
severe head injuries and new 
has partial sight, b to receive 
£559.000. her husband .Man 
£22.000, daughter Catherine 
£15,000 and son Steuben 
iJO.Onu. Judge Kenneth WHsra- 
Mcllor wtii deliver h;s formal 
judgment in court on Monday. 


BBC’s queen of .soaps 
poached by Channel 5 


; MARIANNE MACDONALD 

! Media Correspondent 

1 

j Corinne Hollingworth, execu- 
tive producer of£asr Enders, is 
! to become controller of drama 
| at Channel 5 in a move which 
’ signals its intention to fight 
j JTV for mass audiences. 

[ Her defection is toe latest in 

f a sirmg of high-level poachings 
• from the BBC by Dawn Airey, 
! Channel 5's 34-year-old direc- 
| tor of programmes. 

\ Earlier this month she an- 
nounced the appointment of 
! Tim Gardam, head of weekly 
j programmes for BBC news and 
; current affairs, as controller of 
news, current affairs and doc- 
I umentaries. She. has also 
! poached Michael AltwefL toe 
; BBC's commissi otter of factu- 
! al programmes, to control fea- 
; hires and arts. David Bcrgg. 
j BBC 1 "s scheduler, s joining as 
j controller of planning at "the 
i channel which darts on New 
j Year’s Day. 

! Ms Hoifingworth. a worka- 
’ holic. bus gained a reputation 
; for winning hugs drama audi- 
, enccs by concentrating on hu- 
; man storyiiiKi She also 

: produced Casualty for the BBC. 

At EaslEnders she spiced up 
j storylines twhaving Midwlte gel 

1 nreraanl hv ht«r fruwr k*(p 



BBC Mbs: EastEnders’ tangled trio Rtck, Bjanca- tt!ftt Sam 


; pregnant by her former bctc 
; noire Grant Mitchell, throwing 
i Ricky into u love triangle with 


his wife Sam and girlfriend 
Bianca and introducing toe 
“Sharongate** tape beard by 
Grant in his car. Audiences 
earlier this month were 21.5m, 
more than a million higher 
than Coronation Street. 

She was brought in to per- 
form the same magic al Casu- 
alty, the hospital drama, two 
years ago. She pushed up view? 
ingfigiixcs U> almost 18 million 
by switch 5^ the focus to the 
love lives of the characters. 

Butthe mdustiy has not for- 
'gCNBenherOTefh^-£ii^^ 
toe BBC's dire sun and sangria 
soap set on the Costa del Sol. 

. Ms Hollingworth was brought 


into turn it araoiKi$iGif despite 
aiding a million vfefferc the 
' soap was axed in 19^ ; 

Vrewmrantookfiajrtardto^ 
a populist drama oifewi'. on | 
Qtaxmd 5. . Its bid <^tsicnt 
promises 16 to 20 hclsfct'of ; 
original drama in the Sr^reear. 

Emphasis will be on geperic 
drama, including a CasM^ 
style sctalcafled L^edne^fi 
youngdnaora Mid uwsesjfe-i; 
\dto Lane, abuattrimee pofe 
■officers, and DFs. aboiit an & 

90210, Minder ansi itumpate o$ 
the Bailey will aha & a.diet of ’ 

game shows and cunent n ff a f i x 





He’s 

poetJaureateoflow-life-and, 
in to&^ake of that Michael 
Jackspn incident, Pulp’s Jarvis 
Cocker is the tabloids’ favourite 
whipping boyTTiK mdnthvhe 
tells Q^The moreyou.show 
your arse atpublicihmctions, 
the more people like it” 

Ontopofthe 
world with Babylon 
Zoo, down the trousers of Iggy 
Pop, behind the smile of the 
new, unproved Lou Reed, into 
America with Oasis, and all . 
over the shop with The Beatles. 


PLUS! 



Stand byyour 
cupboartofor 

TheCreatQT-shirtAnitiesty! 

And Who The Hell Does 
John Peel Think He Is? ; 



In the world’s only 
cordless Reviews 

sectionitoe Who, Sting Catty 
Snnon,Af|ghanMi^sand 
Terron^m. 
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West’s former solicitor 


suspended for a year 


WILL BENNETT 


Howard Ogden, the serial killer 
Frederick West's former solic- 
itor, was yesterday suspended 
for a year for unbecoming con- 
duct, but cleared of trying to 
cash in on his former client's 
notoriety. 

Mr Ogden. 42, from Chel- 
tenham. Gloucestershire. was 
also ordered to pay half the 
costs of the solicitors' discipli- 
nary tribunal hearing, which are 
likely to be several thousand 
pounds. The tribunal was told 
that he got West to sign a form 
which waned his right to 
professional confidentiality. 

The tribunal also heard that 
West and Mr Ogden jokingly 
discussed a film of the murder 
case and talked about which ac- 
tors and actresses would play 
the various parts. 

Yesterday's case arose out of 
the decision by West to sack Mr 
Ogden in August 1994 amid al- 
legations that the solicitor was 
trying to sell the book and film 
rights to the case for £lm. 

Mr Ogden admitted two al- 
legations yesterday that he had 
behaved in a wav which cora- 



Frederick West: Discussed 
film of murder case 


promised or impaired his pro- 
fessional reputation and that the 
waiver agreement had caused a 
conflict of interest between 
himself and West 

Bui he denied that the agree- 
ment cither gave him or might 
have acquired him an interest 
in publication rights in the Wfest 
cose and (he tribunal found in 
his favour on this allegation. 

David Swift, for the Law So- 


ciety, told the tribunal that Mr 
Ogden had acted for West dur- 
ing previous criminal proceed- 
ings in 1992 and was re-engaged 
by him after his arrest in' Feb- 
ruary 1994 for the murders at 
25 Cromwell Street, Gloucester. 

Mr Ogden sat in on many of 
the police interviews with West 
and also saw his client regular- 
ly. Janet Leach, an independent 
observer appointed lo attend 
the interviews, was also presenL 

In March 1W Mr Ogden vis- 
ited West and produced a form 
for him to sign in which. Mr 
Swift said. West “agreed to 
waive his rights to confidentiality 
as a client in favour of the 
respondent JMr Ogden]". 

The form slated Mr Ogden 
"may write a book concerning 
my case" and meant that neither 
West nor his family would ben- 
efit from the sales of such a 
book. Mr Swift said that the 
agreement which was signed by 
both West and Mrs Leach “rep- 
resented a serious example of 
misconduct" and breached the 
solicitor-client relationship. 

He said that Mr Ogden ini- 
tially denied the existence of 
such an agreement, but was 


eventually forced to band over 
all material relevant to the case 
by a court order obtained by 
West's new solicitor. 

A statement from West was 
read to the tribunal which said: 
“It became clear thal Mr Og- 
den’s main concern was to get 
information from me to write a 
book." 

Mr Ogden told the tribunal 
that he accepted that he should 
not have put Mrs Leach in Lhe 
position of becoming a witness 
and that he should have allowed 
West access to another lawyer. 

But Mr Ogden denied that he 
intended any financial gain 
from a book adding: “AH 1 set 
out to do was to follow my 
client's instructions which were 
to be in a position to discuss this 
with somebody. I believe 
that that was all the waiver of 
confidentiality was about.” 

But Philip Hodson, chairman 
of the tribunal, told him: "With 
the exceptional circumstances of 
the West case it was important 
for the respondent to take ex- 
ceptional care and ensure he 
dealt with all matters in a 



scrupulous pro: 
This he failed 


fessionaJ manner. 


to do.” 


Suspended: Howard Ogden 


Nationwide 


puts customers first. 


Savings rates up. 


Mortgage rates down 


Nationwide is committed to remaining 
a building society, because we believe 
that in the long term our customers will be 
better off if we remain a mutual organis- 
ation, concentrating solely on their needs. 

We aim to give our customers long 
term benefits, both in terms of better 
services and improved rates. 

One way we can achieve this is by 
returning our profits to their rightful 


owners. Our members. 


We have achieved this by cutting our 
standard variable mortgage rate by 0.45% 
to 6.99%, APR 7.2% (variable). This rate 
will be available to new customers and 
to existing members from April 1st. 

Our personal savings rates will increase on 
March 1st by an average of 0.25% from 
their already highly competitive levels. 

Proof of our aim to put customers first. 


Proof of our commitment to retaining 
building society values and proof that you 
are better off if we do. 


In tune with people 


.^Nationwide 


THE BUILDING SOCIETY. 
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YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE 

OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 
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JAMES CUStCK 


Photograph: Photonews 


other. Bat the only interest m oD 
was on the troubled waters of the 
royal marriage. 

Divorce lawyers were yester- 
day described as "haitiat work” 


GLENDA COOPER 


A couple who were told they 
were too old to havefertility 
treatment on the NHS pledged 
to continue the fight for other 
couples in their thirties as they 
showed off their three-week-old 
son for the first time yesterday. 

Julie and Michael . 'Seale 
thanked the anonymous- busi- 
nessman who paid for the test- 
tube baby treatment which 
enabled them to become a “real 
family” but added that they 
would keep pressurising the 
Government to adopt a nation- 


al policy on fertility treatments. 
Mrs Seale, 38, from Sheffield, 


Mis Seale, 38, from Sheffield, 
Sooth Yorkshire, was told two 
years ago that she was too old 
to be accepted for in vitro fer- 
tilisation [TVF] treatment under 
her local health authority's 
rules, which lay down an upper 
age limit of 35. Had the couple 
lived in Wakefield - just eight 
miles from their home, but 
covered by a different health au- 
thority - Mrs Seale would have 
been eligible far NHS treatment 
until she was 42. 

She had been hying for a 
baby for seven years and had 
undergone six operations, only 
to be told that her only chance, 
of conceiving was through IYF. 

The couple unsuccessfully 
took Sheffield Health Author- . 
ity to the High Court to dial- 


on 


The spin doctors from Britain's 
rival royal courts were yesterday 
in conflict. Buckingham Palace 
and the Princess of Wales’s 
own media adviser continued at 
odds over the future title, role, 
. residence and divorce settle- 
ment to be awarded to the 


princess. 

After a day of quiet briefings 
and contradictory statements 
from her own office and the 


Palace, Diana cancelled a pre- 
arranged charity event. Her 


mood was described- as "very 
upset and decidedly sad”. . 

. The Princess of Wales’s pri- 
vate lobby was, according to in- 
discreet sources, describing a 
sad, lonely, almost neglected 
royal recluse all alone in the vast- 
ness of Kensington Palace. Her 
newly appointed media adviser, 
Jane Atkinson, said the Princess 
had reluctantly withdrawn from 
the British Red Cross 125th an- 
niversary celebration. "The 
Princess wants a few days of 
quiet at home,” she. said. 

Elspeth Thomas, diftirman of 
the BRC council, sard:. “We 
are very sorry that HRH the. 
Princess of Wes is 'unable to 
attend our event, but we folly 
understand and support the 
reasons for her decison.” 

The Prince of Whies, in con-, 
trast, was co ntinuin g with his rny- 
ai duties. He visited the oQ-spOI 
coastal areas of Pembrokeshire. 
He should have been asked by 
the chasing media how he felt 
about the environmental disas- 


by _ one royal source The 

Pnncess's firm wasset^irig clar- 
ification from Buckingham 
P&Iarecn^berlide after tfivorce. 
Despite her annotiacemem on 
Wednesday than she would be 
called Diana, Princess of Wiles, 
it emerged later that she would 

no longer be styled Heir. Royal 
Highness. Ekil who agreed or or- 
dered the removal of HRH?.- 
• There is aiso dtsagreement 
over whether or not there was 
a deal Diana should keep her 
Kensington Palace apartment 
and offices at St James's Palace. 

The Princess, following a 
meeting on Wednesday after- 
noon with the Prince at St 
James's Palace, believed such 
things were resolved So her ad- 
visers are saying in public. The 
Palace insists that; apart from 
an agreement to divorce, there 
was no deal. - 

According to a Cambridge 
lecturer in mtentational politics, 
"We are being treated to a 
-Splendid drama. I can’t wait for 
the next act. But please don't 
mention me by name . . . the 
knighthood, you know.” 

. Diana’s office say they are at- 
tending to the mess. Ms Atkin- 
son saj± "We are hoping the 
current situation can be cleared 
up veiy qniddy and that negoti- 
ations can then continue in pri- 
vate. But we have agreed to diner 
with the Palace over whether the 
decided to drop the style 
Her Royal Highness. ” 

The constitutional expert 
Lord St John of Eiwsley said 
that Diana would remain a 
member of the Royal Family. 
“She must be a member of the 
Royal Family because she is the 
mother of two of theprinces. It 
is a tie of blood and family that 
cannot be deleted,” he said. 


lenge the policy, as they could 
not afford the £2,000 cost of the 
fertility treatment which had 


only a 25 per cent success rate. 
- After they foiled, an anonv- 


- After they foiled, an anony- 
mous London businessman do- 
nated the money and Mrs Seale, 
who was treated at the repro- 
duction research and treatment 
unit and Nottingham Universi- 
ty, became pregnant at her sec- 
ond attempt Their baby, 
Jordan, was bom on5, February. 

Mrs Seale told their bene- 
factor, who has been sent pic- 
tures of Jordan via his solicitor. 
“I want to thank you for mak- 
ing us a family . . . Ifitwasn'tfor 
you, Jordan would not have 
been bora.” 

She said yesterday: “Wfe are 
going to keep up the fight for 
other couples even though we 
may be a small voice in the 
wilderness." Mr Seale added: “It 
is appalling that there is up to 
15 ye^’ different m toe avail- 
ability of IVF on the NHS and 
people can only have it if 
they've got the money to pay.” 

Dr Simon Thomtoti, medical 
director of the clink: where she 
was treated, said toe IVF situa- 
tion in other countries was much 
better. “In Australia, the gov- 
ernment fends the system so that 
couples have six attempts do the 
health sendee, and in Isael cou- 
ples have as many IYF attempts 
as it takes to have two children.” 


Doctors unable to Work 
equipment to save girl 


Tfen doctors in an operating 
theatre were unable to work 
a piece of equipment thateould 
have helped save the life of 
a 14-year-dd girl after a routine 
operation went wrong, ah 
inquest was told yesterday. 

Janine Connor, of 'Ashton-' 
under-Lyne, Greater Man- 
chester, went into Wiihmgtoti 
Hospital, Manchester, for cos* 
meric surgery to pin back her 
ears, which bad embarrassed 
her since she was seven: - - 
With the operation complete^ ; 
Janme suffered a cardiac arrest - 
as she was coming out of gen-'' 
eral anaesthetic, the inquest at 
S win ton. Greater Maabnestef,. 
heard. TWo old defibrillator: 
machines — used to provide an. ', 
electrical -Shock to stimeiate 
the heart jr..were brought into 
the theatre, bht ’&taors wtoe 
unable to operate, them. ... 

Upto. 10 vital mirujtds were 
lost in th& attempr to revive 
Janine before, .a 1 third, •. more 
modem defibriflatorwas found 
and used on her. 'K'r ' 

The soticitor tor Jamne’s. 
farnflv, NeUKiiE^a/aSicdtlK; 
surgeon I^vidWhh^T“Don’t 
you think ftisextgaqngqaiy thy : 
out of 10 doctors, aobody &as 
able to bperato t^defiWlla- 
tor? ” Dr Whitby rq^d: “Yes.’' 
Over baff 'an. hour after the 


. to get Jamne's heart woriting by 
manuall y massaging '• it after 
cutting open her.imesL She 
,was transferred loiherntenave 
care unit at the Manchester 
CMdren’s Hospitakbnl died six . 
days later without "regaining 
consdousness. 

-Doctors who evident 
agreed that defibrillaior trear- 
ment should be igtven as 
; soon as possible: The 
continues. 
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CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport correspondent 

Rajnd transit between European 
capitals came closer to reality 
yesterday when the contract for 
the £3bn Channel tunnel rail link 
was finally awarded to a con- 
sortium. When the link is cocp- 
pleted in 2003, -Paris will be 
reached in two and a half hours 
by train from London, while 
Brussels could be reached in just 
under two hours. 

But the consortium, which in- 
cludes Richard Branson’s Vir- 
girrgroup, is at the centre of a 
fierce row over the extent of 
government funding for the. 
scheme. 

Sir George Young, the Sec- 
retary of State for Transport, an- 
nounced in Parliament that 
London & Continental, a con- 
sortium of eight companies, 
would receive £1.4brr at present 
prices in subsidy to build the 
link. In addition to Lhe 68-mile 
high-speed rail link between St 
Pancras and the mouth of the 
tunnel at Folkestone, which is 
expected to cut about half an 
hour off the journey to Paris and 
Brussels, the consortium will 
also build stations at Stratford 
in east London- and the as-yet 
non-existent Ebbsfleet in Kent 

From April, as part of the 
deal and to provide it with a 
source of revenue, L&C will be 
given the assets of European 
Passenger Services, the British 
arm of Eurostar. Sir Derek 
Hornby, chairman of L&C,said 


that Eurostar was at present los- 
ing money and the consor- 
tium's first priority was to turn 
it around: “At the moment it has 
3 million passengers per year, 
and that’s not enough. It is a 
very good service bpl there has 
been a failure on the marketing 
and ticketing side.” 

He said that by 2000, there 
would be “more than double” 
that number using the service. 
At present, loadings have been 
around SO per cent on the Paris 
route and under 30 per cent on 
the Brussels line. 

L&C's bid includes a con- 
nection to the West Coast main 
line, which means that trains 
from Manchester, Birmingham 
and many other regional centres 
will be able to connect directly 
with the Channel tunnel. Sir 
Derek envisaged an hourly ser- 
vice to Paris from Birmingham 
and Manchester, with the in- 
termediate stop at Stratford 
rather than St Pancras, which 
will save up to an hour. 

The French section of the 
route is already a high-speed line 
with trains travelling at 186mph, 
while the Belgian section is due 
to come into use in two phases 
over the next two years, saving 
half an hour on the journey. 

The decision to build an in- 
ternational station at Stratford 
surprised and delighted local MP 
Stephen Timms who said: “The 
derision makes Stratford the 
natural base for the growing 
number of European companies 
k>akmgfork)cat^mIxndon." 


L&C also announced that the 
company would be floated on 
the stock exchange after the Bill 
enabling the construction of 
the route was passed, which is 
likely to be in the spring of 1997. 

The Government has been 
spurred on to build the link de- 
spite the large amount of subsidy 
because of its embarrassment 
over the comparison between the 
journey in France oh high-speed 
tracks and Britain where delays 
are often caused by the in- 
ternational trains having to share 
the line with bid Southern Re- 
gion rattlers. A previous at- 
tempt to build the link was 
shelved five years ago because 
the Government refused (o 
providenny funding. 

The consortium will also re- 
ceive £100m in grant from the 
European Union, bringing to- 
tal public subsidy to £l_5bn. in 
addition to Eurostar. The extent 
of subsidy was criticised by 
Labour’s transport spokes- 
woman. Clare Snort, who ac- 
cused the Government of 
“banding over £3bn worth of 
public assets. On top of this, the 
Government is writing off 
£13bn worth of Eurostar debt 
and contributing £1.4bn to the 
project. Thus the taxpayer is 
contributing £5.7bn in value 
for a £3bn project that we could 
have had at £lbn cost in 1 989”. 

Sh George replied that he did 
not believe the delay had cost 
more and added that the pro- 
ject was not just about transport 
but regeneration as well. 


tipk* ’will Lottery cash for school sport 

^ .v i arfll liA cpnl u ha o nf 


jr others' 


FRAN ABRAMS 

Education Correspondenft 

Every primary school child in ; 
England will have access : to 
sports facilities, coaching and kit 
under a £12m scheme funded by 
the National Lottery. 

The programme, announced 
yester day by toe Sports &>unf 
cB, is designedlo taddejptiw- 
ing fitness problems among a 
generation- of : youngsters 


hooked on television and 
computer games. - 

Up to-4 iriilUon children are 
expected to bfcinvolved in the 
next three years, helped by 
250,000 staff at 53,000 schools 
and community centres. 

■ The scheme is designed to 
meet the - Prime Minister’s 
pledge to bring every child in 
eyety school within reach of ad- 
equalesportlng facilities by toe 
year.2000:’ . 
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Police to sue over CS spray injuries 


Schools will be sent a bag of 
equipment and a set of activi- 
ty cards and teachers given 
training in how to use them. 
Children between four and nine 
will be taught coordination, ball 
skills and teamwork. A separate 
and overlapping scheme for 
. those aged seven to eleven will 
introduce them to mini versions 
of hockey, 'netball, cricket, rug- 
by, tennis, table tennis and 
• basketbalL 


JASON BENNETTO 

Crime Correspondent 

Three police instructors who 
taught other officers how to use 
CS sprays are attempting to sue 
tor alleged injuries caused by the 
incapacitant. 

News of the actions come as 
16 forces in England and Wales 
started trials of the CS devices. 
Civil liberty groups and critics 
believe not enough is known 
about lhe spray, which they 
fear could lead to deaths and a 
flood of litigation. 

The training officers are un- 
derstood to be seeking com- 
pensation for blistering caused 
to their skin after exposure to 
toe spray during pre-trails. The 
claims for damages are toe lat- 
est blow in the run up to the six- 
month trials of the hand-held 
CS spray which ^tart today 
among 2300 patrol officers. 

In one of toe three cases a 









jAmp f 


aafele to vw 
t to save u iri 


0800 39 2000 


pentium 




t orvour order’. 

.ViihiH 4S'^C'U!'£ ' ' ' 1 

r Q-i p wav 2000 PC carries with a 30-d.^y 

~ r n frg— tsiepnone 
1 quarantee anv. . c_ 

-..rr - i -ir !'T^* M nis cf yO'jr system. ■ 

r-r.-p cl PCs. csl! us free fo 


Intel* 100 MHz Petaium Processor' 
16MB EDO RAM 
3J" Diskette Drive 
Quad-Speed CD-ROM 
1GB J lms IDE Hard Drive with 
PCI Enhanced IDE Interlace 
PG Local Bus Graphics, 2MB DRAM 
Eosoniq Wavetahle Sound Card & 
Altec Lansing ACS250 Speakers 
15" YMnwr Colour Monitor’ 
Desktop Case 

Windows 95’ 105 Key Keyboard & 
.-MS Moose 
Mrciosoff Windows 95 
!. MS Office ProresHonal“ 95 
I MS Encana 
I 3 Years Limited Wanamy 


£1790 


incVAT&DeEvery 



y GATE\m2Q00 


■ *■ 


j iw r\, .• 

ti» ““1. • 

^ ' -a - 

-1 k ' • •_ > "'‘ 


f K You’ve ^afriajJm the busmess.' 

0800 39 2000 

Gairiiay aw, Clndum^i tataflrial Estate, Dob&i 17, IrdamL 

"■ vt to dae^ aslr* 

• 5l»<3wS)!»S^QnaBbLliM^ 

hfcrfe tags. lwk'PeKiw acA OvoOriw k mdHmdj orx^i«tcd uadcsuil'' rfbd Ca^sa 

'ted fenlrtl^ppaW* - 




Metropolitan Police inspector 
said he suffered 50 per cent 
burns to his eyes and had to 
have them covered for five 
days. He has claimed that the 
spray could cause severe in- 
juries. His case led to the post- 
ponement of trials last year. 

Two other instructors, un- 
derstood to be from Surrey, are 
also seeking damages after they 
suffered blistering. 

The Home Office and the As- 
sociation of Chief Police Offi- 
cers argue that the CS spray has 
been thoroughly tested and is 
safe if proper aftercare is used. 


Nevertheless, earlier this 
month one of Britain's leading 
police self-defence experts was 
banned from training officers on 
how to use CS sprays because 
his chief constable was w orried 
about being sued by people in- 
jured by it. Inspector Peter 
Boatman, a training officer 
from Northamptonshire police 
force, has been barred from 
leaching officers outside his 
region after Ted Crew, Chief 
Constable of Northampton- 
shire. said he feared his force 
could be sued if someone was 
injured by the spray- 


Fred Broughton, chairman of 
the Police Federation, repre- 
senting rank and file members, 
said yesterday: “We would have 
preferred to use pepper sprays, 
but CS spray is the next best op- 
tion. We have been given cate- 
goric assurances by Home 
Office scientists that there are 
no long-term health risks, but 
we will be carefully monitoring 
toe trials.” 

Trials of the CS canisters, 
which have a range of up to 
three metres, will last six 
months. Police forces involved 
will be the Mel, West Midlands, 


Merseyside, Greater Manches- 
ter. Avon and Somerset, Cam- 
bridgeshire, Cleveland, Dorset. 
Durham. Dyfed-Powys. Kent. 
Leicestershire, Northumbria, 
North Yorkshire, West Mercia, 
and West Yorkshire. 

If trials are successful, police 
throughout Britain could be 
issued with them. The CS pow- 
der is mixed with a solvent in- 
side the canister and sprayed 
into the face. It takes immedi- 
ate effect and causes streaming 
eyes and nose, eyelids spasm, 
breathing difficulties, and in 
some cases blistering to the skin. 
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Spend £500 or more 
at Allied Carpets and 


apr. gee 3 years interest 

3 Years free credit with only 

10% deposit and nothing further to pay until 
September ‘96. Or spend £200-£499 } start 
your repayments now and get 2 years 
interest free credit!* 


!o% Off 

the ticket price of all Luxury Axminsters & 
Wiltons when you buy the equivalent amount of 
Supreme, Ultimate or Elite underlay.t 


New stores now open at 
Beckton & Kings Lynn. 

Ring 0181 466 4006 for your 
nearest store! 




CARPETS 



■3 pars kwes: trw aetffi »» you spend EDM499. Craft examfc: Puttee pnt* E200. Deposd E20. Balance f 180. payaHe by 24 drect dei» 
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mill any otter ofte, wufitw, tSscount. napjnaininwuin. 
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EU leaves Wensleydale dairy out in the cold 


NIGEL BURNHAM 

A row erupted yesterday be- 
tween the makers of one of Eng- 
land's most famous cheeses 
and the Ministry of Agriculture 
following the omission or 
“Wensleydale" from a new EL 1 
list of 300 protected food and 
drink products. 

The list, which is designed to 
prevent traditional products 
unique to particular areas from 
being copied elsewhere, in- 
cludes champagne. Newcastle 
Brown Ale. Scotch beef - and 
eight European cheeses. 

But it docs not include Wens- 
leydale. the pride and joy of its 
manufacturers. Wensleydale 
Dairy Products of Hawes. 
(WDP). the company which 
rescued the local creamer, af- 
ter Dairy Crest - the commer- 
cial arm’of the Milk Marketing 
Board -closed it down in 1912. 

Yorkshire's most celebrated 
cheese has been made in Wens- 
leydale for 1J0UU years and sold 
commercially for the past cen- 
tury. To aficionados ii is the one 
and only crumbly, bitter-sweet 
genuine article, distinct from at 
least three impostors. 

Its omission from the Pro- 
tected Designation of Origin 



Attacks up, but 
Condon defends 


Cheesed off: Creamery workers make their unique ‘bitter-sweet’ cheese in Wensleydale Photograph: John Houlihan 


t PDO i list has leh the crcam- 
tfivs manager. and its 70-strong 
workforce stunned and angry. 

David Hartley, managing d i- 
rectur of WDP. which last year 
had a turnover of £5.1 m, said: 


“There's only one Wensleydale 
in the whole of the world ... so 
it's particularly galling to us that 
we've been left off this list." 

Mr Hartley laid the blame for 
the omission at the door of the 


Ministry of Agriculture which, 
he said, told the creamery of the. 
deadline on applications for 
the list after the deadline had 
passed. A ministry spokesman 
said the deadline was well pub- 


licised and he was “at a loss" to 
know why the creamery didn’t 
know of it He added that WDP 
was likely to be included on the 
next PDO list, to be published 
“wi thin a year". 


JASON BENNETTO 

Crime Correspondent 

The number of mu ggin gs in 
London has increased by 1,000 
in the past six months despite 
a high-profile police operation 
against street attacks, it was 
disclosed yesterday. 

However. Sir Paul Condon, 
Commissioner of the Metro- 
politan Police, described the 
initiative as a great success as 
figures also revealed a 75 per • 
cent increase in arrests for 
muggings during the same 
period. In addition, the number 
of street crimes had started to 
drop in the three months to the 
end of January. 

Operation Eagle Eye caused 
a furore among sections of the 
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MOTOROLA 7500 

DIGITAL MOBILE PHONE 

B Up to 90 minutes talktime/ 

13 hours standby 
B 255 name/number 
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capital's black community when 
it was launched last August. 
It was directed largely at young 
black men, identified as the 
group who carried out most 
muggings- Co mmunity leaders 
believed that black youngsters 
were being criminalised. . . 

Figures released yesterday 
showed that six out of ten 
people arrested in fee operation 
were young black men. Seven 
out of ten of the . victims 
described their assailant as a 
.black male. Gangs of youths, 
aged 14 to 15 are largely 
responsible for the crimes. 

The initiative, which involves 
officers using video surveil- 
lance to target suspected mug- 
gers, was set up after the public 
identified the problem as a key 
concern. 

Metropolitan- Police figures 
showed yesterday that the num- 
ber of muggmgs'roseby 5.7 per 
cent in the first ax months of the . 
initiative. .There were 18398 
muggings between August last 
year and this January, compared 
with 17,402 in the same period 
in the previous year. . 

; Sir Paul yesterday denied 
. this was a failure and argued 
that the police had now got the 
problem under controL He said . 
that alth ough the number of. . 
muggings had.risen, the rate at 
which they were increasing had 


been cut dramatically. Police 
had predicted the figures would 
rise by 20 per cent unless action 
was taken. 

“Any increase is disappoint- 
ing, but in the context of what 
. was ha p p ening , I think it ha s 
been a dramatic success," he 
. said Hie also pointed out that 
both, the detection, rate and 
the number of arrests had 
: increased significantly. 

In the last six months there 
were 2386 arrests for mug- 
ging. compared with. 1,474 hi the 
equivalent period- in 1994/95. 

It also emerged that in 

- November. December and Jan- 
uary there was a decrease of 
around 1,000 - to about 8,000 

— in the number of muggings 

reported compared to the £ 
previous year, m 

Sir Paul revealed.' that mug- 
gings were typrca^ committed 
by . gangs of between two and 
eight people of varying ages. 
The average age was around 14 
to 16, but same were young as 
11 or 12. Ghb, were sometimes 
involved but usually in non- 
. violent roles. ' . 

Questioned about the tar- 
geting of young black men, Sr 
• Patd said “It wobld be irre- 
sponsible not to acknowledge 
- who is being arrested and who 
victims are saying are carrying 
outthese crimes:" . 
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Four easy steps to evolving a shell 
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BT RESPONSE 120 

DIGITAL TELEPHONE WITH 
ANSWERING MACHINE 

■ Remote message access. 

■ Selective message save/erase. 



Centre ( 

bt call Minder 

PERSONAL ANSWERING SERVICE 
ANSWERS CALLS WHEN YOU ARE OUT 


FREE BT 

MS. 


FREESTYLE so 

CORDLESS PHONE 

■ 10 Number memory. 

■ Paging facility. 


CHARLES ARTHUR 

Science Correspondent 

Comedians might wonder why 
the chicken crossed the road 
but scientists have a more 
vexing question: how did the 
tortoise gets its shell? An 
Australian zoologist working 
on fossfl records believes he has 
the answer. 

He says the creature grew so 
big it needed stronger bones, 
to support its back. Then, it 
started growing a shefl and. 
could not stqp. Tbrtoises and 
turtles are both reptiles, putting 
them in (he same grouping as - 
snakes. But their armoured 
shefl, made of a fused spine and 
ribs, sets them apart in k group 
known as “chelonians". 

They are both descended 
from a small, extinct reptile, 
which had no armoured shell, ! 
a flexible spine and was only 
slightly smaller than modern 
turtles. ’ 

Michael- Lee, at the Univer- 
sity of Sydney, has studied the 
family tree of these animal^ and 
found that at some-stage in their 
evolution, millions of years ago, 
they grew much bigger - up to 
a metre long - and needed larg- 
er vertebrae on their back to 


support the strain, muscles 
needed to swim by flexing their 
spine. “Contrary to jprevious 
intuition, dermal anhour prob- 
ably did not function defen- 
sively," hesays mihe.srieace 
magazine Nature , .published to- 
day. V-v.Y 

But as the muscies grew larg- 
er and stronger,: bony addi- 
tions, known as ^ostfeodenns”, 
.were needed -until theybegan 
to coverthe anfcbatfbficks and 
■ ■ restrict the spine’sabilify to flex. 
-Tortoises andjJturtles. had 
increasingly to use their limbs 
as, paddles, because they could 
not refy on the fish-like Twist- 
ing of the spine.to propel them 
through water orpyerland. 

Professor Lee saysthis lass of 
agility and speed wOuld have 
“kxkedthein furtherihto a her- 
bivorous [plaht-eamg}niche " 
.This process soot became un- 
stoppable in evdufiHUivteaiis. 
Over a few .-ten? 6f milfions of 
years, the bones of ihe’spme and 
; the-osteodenns fosed into ■ a 
single piece; did the- ribs 
underneath, . because: they 
served to ward ctff predators. 
That left tortoisesand turtles at 
almost the same .size as .their 
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But the average person seldom ignores the 
motoring press. 

Allow us to draw your attention to a few typical 
quotes from some astute observers: 


‘•The 406 has the answer for questions that 
would have many Mercedes and BMW's scratching 

their heads.” AUT0CAR 

"Brilliant handling and ride plus a superb safety' 
package." BUSINESS CAR. 

"Peugeot has redefined the boundaries ... the 
finest family car that money can buy.” wha t CAR ? 

And "If you love driving you wall love the 
Peugeot 406." CAR 

Above average notices, don’t you think? 


THERE’S NO SUCH THING AS AN AVERAGE PERSON 


406 

PEUGEOT 



THE DRIVE OF YOUR LIFE 


THE NEW PEUGEOT 406 FROM £12.595; FOR YOUR FREE INFORMATION PACK CALL 0345 000 406. 


excludes omtheboad costs of £610 F0 R delivery, number plates AND 


C5rj *o,ap&p 
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REBECCA FOWLER 

Camclm. i-pcrjinr or the Na- 
tional Lot ten . admitted \ ester- 
day that it expect c«i to make j 
pre-tax annual pro til of £r»5m. 
i'u l denied beinti granted si 
licence for dsiyliym robbery". 

The profile, which equate ir- 
i. 1 1 leJ.hji) fi .r each of its til h i em- 
nl< ivees. were seuiinised hy the 
.tll-pnny Commons Select Com- 
mittee on Nation.il Heritase. Sir 


.John Gfrtf. Tty MP for Hen- 
don N«inh. asked: "How east 
you possibly justify the sort of 
money yu« are nuking?” 

The directors of Camel-n 
defended their 5 per cent CUl 
I'rem the l*uien. to cover their 
o -sis and profit, oil the basis that 
the company and its investor, 
had taken a substantial risk in 
setting ii up. 

Tim Holley, chief executive, 
said thev faced dniK* lines i it £Im 


iflhey had po-iponed the launch. 
He defended their profits on the 
hnsi-. that under the lottery li- 
cence. ihe greater the (u mover, 
the smaller the percentage prof- 
it for the operator. He said that 
they would mr.er make more 
than Ip in Uie pound fiom it. 

Since the loilety was set up 
15 months ago. it has been an 
unprecedented success wiih up 
to -in million people placing 
each week, more than vote in 


the general election. However. 
Mr Holley said he was anxious 
that it should n< >t “overheat". 

Camel* d will bring out new 
games, including the mid-week 
draw, gradually to ensure that 
the public Is not saturated by lot- 
tery fever. “My concern is that 
v.c don’t throw- everything in 
the pot in the first year or so. 
and cannot sustain il over a long 
period." he said. 

The company denied that it 


had set silos targets for the 
y.'JMKJ outlets that sell lottery 
tickets in Britain as part of an 
aggressive marketing campaign, 
I Pa Iso said it was active in 
preventing the sale of tickets 10 
under- 1 |t i-y cur-olds. 

Only one retailer, a Liverpool 
shopkeeper vvho sold a ticket to 
n 1 ’-year-old boy. had been 
forced to give up his ticket ter- 
minal. Bui Camelol said that a 
turther 201 shops were heing 


subjected to under-cover sur- 
veillance following allegations 
of illegal sales. 

Anv suggestion that prizes 
should be capped by the com- 
mittee, chaired by Gerald Kaul- 
rrran. to prevent huge jackpots - 
which have included more than 
E4dm in a double-rollover week 
— was resisted h\ Quncfoi on the 
basis that the public responded 
best to high prizes. 

David Rigg- Camelol’s cur.i- 


municaiions director, said that 
because many people played in 
syndicates and most jackpot 
numbers were shared by more 
than one ticket, the average in- 
dividual jackpot win was 

ESfio.onn. 

The performance of the com- 
pany w as also largely defended 
hy Peter Davis, director- 
general of Oflot, the lottery 
watchdog, who gave evidence to 
the commit lee yesterday. Mr 
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HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspcnden: 

;.1i:iNiers were accused > estcr- 
i!.t\ iii misleading Parliament 
and life public by falsely claim- 
ing that pri\ ate jails arc clieup- 
i.r than those run h\ the state. 

.Anne Widdvcombc. minister 
a; ih.- Home Office, told a 
ITi'on Service conference in*l 
7701 ti) ? iluu pri\ ate prisons were 
ho tv. ecu 35 and 2i* per cent 
cheaper ihun their state conn- 
:erparis. She v.as explaining 
■he loss of.' .<« Hi job. in the state 

r pi a time when inmate 
iuimb.TSV.XTC at record levels. 

In January. William Wuldc- 
gr.tve. C h ief Secretary to the 
treasury. *<'! J the Commons: 
■T’rr.ulc seC'r prisons haw 
demonstrated greater cfficicn- 
i.\ titan tho<e retained and run 
direct i» in the traditional way." 

But internal finance docu- 
ments - obtained by Labour - 
showed that for tlie sLx months 
ending in September Inst year. 
* ome state prisons com less per 


if I 


inmate than those in the private 
sector. 

Comparing five similar pris- 
ons - two prixaie and three 
Muic-run - Labiiur said the 
aw rage cost to the taxpayer per 
inmate in a private jail was 
tlS."40. compared with an 
average EIJLfjO in state jails. 

The prison at Doncasler. ran 
by the Florida-bused companies 
>ltco and Wuckeniiui. cost 
i|si.h>J4 and was the most 
e.xpensi\ e. 

George Howarth. Labour’s 
spokesman on prisons, said: 
"Home Office ministers have I 
consistently argued that cut' in 
the prison budget can be met 
by the process «.•{ privatisation. 

"The statistics we have 
revealed clearly show that 
claim., made hy the Government 
are without justification. 

"The information that we 
revealed today has been avail- 
able to the government since 
September. Home Office min- 
isters must have known about 
them.” 
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to be investigated 


CHRIS BLACK.HURST 
Westminster Correspondent 

A brand-new National Health 
Sen ice building is to be inv es- 
tigated by the National Audit 
Office, the public finance 
watchdog, amid allegations that 
millions of pounds of taxpayers’ 
money have been wasted. 

Robert Sheldon. Labour MP 
lor .-Vshton-under-Lync. chiiir- 
mnn of the Commons Public Ac- 


count Committee, has written 
to the NAO asking it m look into 
the NHS execulKe’.s decision to 
spend £4.1m on moving iu 
N* in hem and Yorkshire region- 
al headquarters t'n-m Harrogate 
jnd Newcastle to Durham. 

The NHS has spent £?.4m re- 
furbishing Harrogate and B iVm 
in Newcastle. YeiTlarn igate was 
«■ Id for just £2.sm. The new 
Durham building is costing 
tl.lt- per square metre. 


Treasure trove: Nighthawkers' found a collection of ancient gold coins buried beneath the land of this Home Counties farmer, who did not 
want to be identified. ’They were part of the heritage of my farm, and I'd rather they were still buried underground,' he said Photograph: John Voos 

Lav/ may soon be watching the detectorists 


REBECCA FOWLER 

Britain s treasure* burners jre ;»l 
war. Proposed new legislation 
tor what happens to unearthed 
hoards, including undent coins 
and non -precious metals, has fu- 
elled animosity between ar- 
chaeologists. landowners and 
metal detectorists. 

Thw arc divided over the 


Treasure Bill, designed to re- 
form medieval law covering 
the discovery of lost gold and sil- 
ver -which" will receive its sec- 
ond reading next week - and 
ii code calling for deieclurists to 
report any antiquities which 
might have historical interest. 

David Graham, honorary 
secretary ol Surrey Archaeo- 
logical Sociclv. and an adviser 


on the Bill, has been among 
those pushing for change, 
alongside historians and insti- 
tutions including the British 
Museum. 

Their concern was height- 
ened a decade ago. when a Ro- 
man temple at Wanbo rough, 
near Guildford, in Surrey, was 
plundered by unscrupulous 
metal detectorists. known as 


’’nigh lhawkers". An estimated 
£1.5 in worth of Iron Age and 
Roman coins disappeared. 

There an: at present 30.nt.Ml 
metal detectorists in Britain, 
who are estimated to find 
around 400,1 HJU items a year, ab 
though only a minority of these 
arc eiLhcr precious or of sig- 
nificant historical interesL 

The Bill extends the defini- 


tion of treasure to cover any- 
thing that has a 5 per cent 
precious metal content, com- 
pared to the existing 50 per cenL 
Other objects which do not 
contain precious metal are also 
covered, if found as part of a 
hoard, and no object needs to 
have been buried with the in- 
tention of being recovered, to 
be protected by the law. 


Davis recently resisted vail - tor 
his resignation full* wring his 
admission that he had accept- 
ed a series of free flight fp»r.i 
Cam clot’s US partner. 

Joe Ashton. Labour MP for 
Basset law. suggested that be- 
cause Mr Davis had picked 
Camelot as the lottery operator. 
he was un "incixignjuis ch: >ice 
to act as watchdog. ’It’s a tit like 
the referee picking his t'«n 
team." he said. 


Ryder is 
52nd Tory 
to quit at 
election 


The Former Con<ervatTve Chief 
Whip Richard Ryder. MP for 
the safe Tory seal of Mid- 
Norfolk. is to stand down at the 
next election. 

Mr Ryder. 47. who became 
an MP in 1W. ads John Ma- 
jor's Chief Whip from 1W0 
until he stood down in last 
summers reshuffle. . He said in 
a statement yesterday- *T have 
decided, after tong considera- 
tion. to inform the Mid-Norfolk 
Conservative Association that, 
with much sadness. I shall not 
be a candidate at the next 
general election." 

He said he would carry on 
with his constituency duties 
and offered his “total support" 
to the Prime Minister. 

Mr Ryder gave no hint as lu 
his reason for going, but even 
when he was Chief Whip he was 
said to be considering giving 
up politics for an academic 
career. He is also reported to 
suffer from a bad back. 

Mr Ma jor appointed the self- 
effacing Mr Ryder Chief Whip 
after reaching 10 Dimming 
Street in November 1490. 
The job involves getting the 
Government's legislative pro- 
gramme through Parliament. 

As Mr Major's Commons 
majority fell, and backbench 
Tory MPs became more rebel- 
lious, Mr Ryder's job became 
harder. He was blamed for the 
failure of the Government to 
win the crucial Commons, vote 
over VAT on fuel. 

Conservative Central Office 
said Mr Ryder is their 52nd MP 
to announce that he or she will 
stand down at the election. 


You don't have to be a Direct Line customer to apply for a Persona! Loan. 
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Built up big credit card bills or have 
other financial obligations? 

^vhv not cake out a Direct Line loan 
and pay them all off in one go? That way 
you’ll have only one payment to make, 
for the same amount, every month. And. 
as you can sec. a Direct Line loan won't 
cost vou as much as a 'loan from anv of 


the big banks shown in the table below. 

To qualify* you simply have to be a 
Direct Line customer or hold a com- 
prehensive motor insurance policy with 
jny insurer. 

If you want to borrow between 
£ 1.001) and £15.000 we're waiting for 
vour call. 


AMOUNT 


OF LOAN 


36 MONTHLY 


DIRECT UNE 


BARCLAYS 


ABBEY NATIONAL 


APR’s correct at 2 2^0 2/96. 


0181 680 9966 


£3.000 

14.9% 

£102.59 

£3,693.24 

£6,000 

3 3.9% 

£202.66 

£7.295.76 

£3.000 

17.9% 

£106.42 

£3.831.12 

£6.000 

17.9% 

£212.84 

£7.662.24 

£3.000 

15.9% 

£103.77 

£3.735.72 

£6,000 

J4.9% 

£204.98 

£7 J79.28 





Dixons Deal 


£ 1 03.26 
£203.95 


£3,717.36 

£7,342.20 


0569 831 9966 


E FTSO N'*C- IOA N S’ 


0143 248 9966 




’“ALL ANYTIME 8am to 9 pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ref. IND5 

. . a _ s Dr0 videU by Direct Line Financial Services Limited. 139 West Regent Street, Glasgow G2 2BQ. Loans 
Personal P ^ (0 £| 5.Q0O. “You must be aged 22 or over, have a regular income (and have a current 

are availaSs e ranee nolicyl. We reserve the right to decline any application. Please note loans for hoHdays 

compre..ansive mow ^ months. Repayments are payable monthly by direct debit. APR varies depending 


WING COMMANDER IV 

Jus* when' you thought it couldn't get 
•any better than Wing Commander' *:f. 
Origin's space flight simulations blast 
off the scale with Wing Corrirnar:ric' r 
• IV, the latest epic adventure in 
.'cmemcdic gemeptay fervour D C. .. 


when bought with any 
PC, printer, modem or 
B um CD-ROM drive. 

PRi^ E Ptu£ IP% off 

'■ It any joystick : 



£lT99 


are repayoofe ove loan. Written quotations are available on request. Direct Line and the red telephone 

on the term and amoun « u_ e insurance pic and used with the permission of Direct Line Insurance pic. 

n- wheels are the trade marits “ ire “ 

For your added security ati telephone calls will be recorded and the recording kept secure. 
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FRANK ABRAMS. 

Education Correspondent 


Universjties were facing up t0 
tbe biggest funding cuts in a 
«cade last rugfit amid warnings 
that some of Lhetn might not 
survive until the Government's 
newly announced review of 
higher education is complete 


— - — ■■ WIUUICIC. 

Amon|the hardest hit were 


some of England’s biggest and 
most prestigious institutions, 
including Oxford, Cambridge 
and Imperial College, London. 

Last night the head of the 

Government’s university fund- 
ing agency admitted that the sys- 
tem could suffer serious 
damage if more money was 
not found in the next few years. 

England's 170 universities 
and higher education colleges 
. suffered real-terms cuts of 5 per 
cent overall, but budgets for 
buildings and equipment were 
reduced by 29 per cent 
> Professor Gareth Roberts, 
vice-chancellor of Sheffield 
University and chairman of the 
Committee of Vice-Chancellors 
and Principals, warned that 
some universities could close. 
Four English institutions 
are known to be in trouble. 


THiEiGGEST LOSERS 


■n»e io worst hit ip 

Pambrhlge ■ 

Oxford J-- 

Uverpool - ... 

Imperial College, 
London 

QM*W Cottage, - ■ 
London. . - 

WnTsColleg^ ‘>'‘1 
London ; 

UMtST 

Aston'.. ‘ 

CranfleW : 
Salford . '. : " 


'*£4,046,727 

-£3;i38,623 

^00^923 


(-4.5%) 

(-3.5%) 

{-3.4%) 


-£1,983, 506- 
:;-£l;758;5S7 ; 


c-3.m 

(-4.4%) 


-;£1, 692,863 
■-£1,213.227 ' 
^£7171717 
'-£698,683. 
^£6S4,869T: 


.{’3:8%}: 

1-4.6%) 

W.3%Y : 

C-4.5%)-. 

(-3.1%); 


though they have riot been 
named. 

He said the Government’s in- 
quiry into higher education, 
headed by Sir Rod Deariog 
and due to report in the sum- 
mer of 1997, could come too 
late for some of them. “There 
is a limit to how much more can 
. be achieved and stiQ retain the 
capacity to impart the sirills and 
knowledge that employers re- 
quire from students,” the pro- 
fessor said. “If further cuts are 
made, some universities may not 
survive until the results of the 
Dearing inquiry can be imple- 
mented in 1999 or beyond.” 


Making the announcement. 
Professor Brian Fender, chief 
executive of the Higher Ed u- 
. cation Funding Council for 
England, said universities 
shoiild be able' to make effi- 
riency gains amounting to about 
1~5 per cent of their budgets in 
the coining year, but in the 
kragerterm, quality could be hit 
“Yon clearly can't go on giv- 
ing allocations of this sort with- 
out it having an effect, he said. 
I ed around campuses and one 
of the things students prize 
most is' the contact they have 
with their supervisors. Clearly, 
if staff-student ratios go higher. 


then that interaction is affect- 
ed." he said, However. Profes- 
sor Roberts added that he had 
great confidence in university 
managers and was sure that they 1 
could survive the next year. 
Some leading research institu- 
tions had fost out because of 
technical changes in the way dif- 
ferent subject areas were, 
funded, he said. 

Officials denied (hat science 
. funding was being cut in order 
to put more money into an and 
design, but among the very’ few 
institutions to see a rise in bud- 
gets this year were the Royal 
College of Art and Wimbledon 
School of Art. 

In 1994, ministers announced 
that they would spend £3 65m on 
university buildings in 1996-97 
but the actual figure has 
dropped to £Z45m- 

A spokeswoman for Cam- 
bridge University said the uni- 
versity would lose £6m in the 
next financial year. 

“We are going to look at the 
figures very carefully and not 
make any hasty reactions or ring 
any alarm bells." die said. “We 
want to lake our lime and look 
at the figures very carefully 
over the next few weeks." 


Female staff miss utility pay-outs 


BARRIE CLEMENT 

Labour Editor 


Thousands of women have 
missed out on lump sums of up 
to £44,000 each after failing to 
claim compensation for forced 
early retirement 
The public service union 
Unison yesterday announced it 
bad won a total £1.4m pay-out 
for 55 women who were made 
to retire at 60 by the former na- 
tionalised electricity boards. 


Despite an advertising cam- 
den, now 


paign, however, many more are 
known to have slipped through 
the net and are no longer able 


to daim compensation because 
their cases are “out of time". 

Tb e women were employed 
by 13 electricity companies 
-throughout the Uniteo King- 
dom and were forced to retire 
five years earlier than male 
colleagues doing similar jobs. 
The 55 are to receive between 
£12500. and £44,000 each de- 
pending on their salary at the 
time they were retired. 

Ah .the applicants are now 
over 70 and expressed their de- 
light at the windfall- Some have 
gone on holiday. Three have 
since died, one with no surviv- 
ing relations left all her money 


to the Save the Children Fund. 
The women's case was based on 
a judgement by the European 
Court of Justice in 1991 in- 
volving.:* British Gas worker. 

The court ruled that the pri- 
vatised gas company was “an 
emanation of the state" be- 
cause it carried out public du- 
ties and therefore came under 
strict European equality laws. 
Unions are still taking advan- 
tage of the ruling and attempt- 
ing to ensure that privatised 
businesses are brought under 
Brussels directives. 

After favourable tribunal rul- 
ings. the Electricity Association 


offered to settle the 55 cases out 
of court. 

Meanwhile Mike Jeram, 
head of the new energy section 
of Unison, calculated that near- 
ly 100,000 johs had been Iost in 
the gas and electricity industries 
since privatisation. 

Mr Jeram said 60,000 had 


gone in the electricity industry 
since 1990 and 43,000 in British 


Gas - just over one in two of the 
workforce. He acknowledged 
deterioration in service of 
British Gas and concerns over 
the power grid’s ability to meet 
demands were a direct result of 
mass redundancies. 



Effective 1st March 1996 


- 

AMOUNT 

INVESTED 

CROSS RATE Of 


accoukt 

INTEREST PA* 1 
(VARIABLE) 

MET PA— 


PREMIER SAVER - 
An Instant access account for investors 
who limit their access over a 12 month 
period (No withdrawals). . 


£ 100 . 000 + 

£50,000+ 

£25,000+ 

£ 10 . 000 + 

£5,000+ 

£ 2 , 000 + 

£1,000+ 

£500 


4.85% 
4.75% 
• 4.60% 
4.25% 
3.70% 
3.45% 
3.25% 
2.35% 


3.64% 

3.56% 

3.45% 

3.19% 

2.78% 

2.59% 

2.44% 

1.76% 


(1-6 Withdrawals) 


£ 100 , 000 + 

£50,000+ 

£25,000+ 


3.85% 

3.75% 

3.60% 

3.25% 


2.89% 

2.81% 

2.70% 

2.44% 


(More than 6 Withdrawals) 


premier PLUS capital issue 1 

Three months: notice required. for 
withdrawal (Rates also apply to 
Guaranteed Investment Account Issue 5 
and Guaranteed investment Account Extra 
Issue!). >_ .... 


£5,000+ 

2.70% 

2.03% 

£2,000+ 

2.45% 

1.84% 

£1,000+ 

2-25% ‘ 

1.69% 

£500 

1.35% 

1.01% 

£100,000+ 

: 2J90% 

2.1B% 

£50,000+ 

2-90% 

2.18% 

£25.000+ 

2.70% 

2.03% 

£10,000+ 

2.20% 

1.65% 

£5,000+ 

1.90% 

. 2:43% 

£2,000+ 

1.65% 

1-24% 

£1,000+ 

0.25% 

0.19% 

£500 

0-25% 

0.19% 

£100,000+ 

■ 5.05% . 

3.79% 

£50,000+ 

4.95% 

3.71% 

£25,000+ 

470% ■ 

3.53% 

£10.000+- 

4.15% 

3.11% 

£5.000+ 

3.30% . 

2.48% 

£2.000+ 

‘ . 3.05% 

2.29% 

£500+ 

. 3.00% 

2-25% 


PREMIER PLUS MONTHLY INCOME 
ISSUE 1 

Three months notice required for. 
withdrawal, and interest paid monthly 


£100,000+ 

£50,000+ 

£25,000+ 

£10,000+ 

£ 5 , 000 + . 

£ 2 , 000 + 

£500+ 


4.94% 

4£4% 

4.60% 

4.07% 

3-25% 

3.01% 

2.96% 


3.70% 

3-63% 

3-45% 

3.05% 

2.44% 

2.26% 

2 . 22 % 


premier option bond 

Variable Rate Option paying interest six 

• monthly. Issues A B, C, 0, E and F. 


£ 100 . 000 + 

£50,000+ 

£25,000+ 

£5,000+ 


.5.90% 

5.65% 

5.35% 

5.10% 


4.43% 
• 4.24% 
4.01% 
3.83% 


PREMIER 0PU0N BOND 
Variable Rate Option paying interest 
monthly, issues A. B, C, D. E and F. 


£ 100 . 000 + 

£50.000+ 

£25,000+ 

£5.000+ 


5.75% 

5:51% 

5.22% 

4.98% 


4.31% 

4.13% 

3.92% 

3-74% 


monthly (Issue E) 


£ 100 , 000 + 
£50.000+ 
£25,000+ 
£ 5 , 000 + . 


6 . 10 %- 

6.05% 

6.00% 

5.90% 


4.58% 

4.54% 

4.50% 

4.43% 


PREMIER. OPTION BOND ■ 

Fixed Rate Option paying Interest 
monthly (Issue 0 


£100,000+ 

£50,000+ 

£25,000+ 

£5,000+ 


5-94% 

5.89% 

5.84% 

5.75% 


4.45% 

4.42% 

438% 

431% 


• _ BTlftll bond Tissue e) account holders 

. ■. : jlOTICE FOR PREI ^L?^‘ to U effect from ist The p*^ 

The society is introducing to understand, and to clarify the 

r: 


BRISTOL 
£i WEST 


Sr WEST BUILDING SOCIETY 

BRISTOL *r ™ 

*** as 




hM M tones »« «*■ 'fc+'M+Bl 
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X-rays 

reveal 

neutron 

star 


CHARLES ARTHUR 

Science Correspondent 


Scientists at the US space 
agency Nasa have discovered an 
enormously dense star which, 
despite being only about 10 
miles across, is beaming out a 
million times as much energy as 
our sun. 

The object lies towards the 
centre of our galaxy, and is be- 
lieved to be made of neutroni- 
um - the densest possible 
matter, which consists only of 
neutrons, the neutral particles 
usually found at the core of 
atoms such as helium. Because 
neutrons do not repel each 
other, they can be packed in- 
credibly densely - in this case 
forming a “neutron star". 

The scientists detected the 
star because it is radiating its en- 
ergy as X-rays, shooting out 
about 20 bursts each day. 
Though such X-ray sources 
were first discovered 20 years 
ago, this is the most powerful 
one ever observed. 

Fred Lamb, an astrophysicist 
at the University of Illinois, 
reckons the X-rays are caused 
by interstellar mailer falling 
towards the star's surface, 
where gravity is roughly a hun- 
dred billion limes greater than 
Earth's. 

“First, matter is accelerated 
in half the speed of light because 
of the neutron star's enormous 
gravitational force," Professor 
Lamb explained. “Then, it 
crashes into the surface and is 
heated to nearly 1 billion de- 
grees. Because it is so hoL, the 
star radiates its energy almost 
entirely as X-rays rather than as 
visible light." >C-rays are elec- 
tromagnetic radiation. Eke light, 
but have a much higher energy 
and shorter wavelength. 

The star - known as 
GROJ1744-2S - lies 30,000 
light years away. The interna- 
tional team of scientists have 
been studying it since 5 De- 
cember. and are now focusing 
an orbiting space telescope 
known as RXTE on it. 

“With better measurements 
from the RXTE, we should be 
able to pin down the theoreti- 
cal model,** Jean Swank, a 
scientists on the project. 

It was suggested that X-ray 
sources were noi natural phe- 
nomena - but the efforts of 
aliens to contact intelligent life, 
by manipulating stars’ behav- 
iour. This was discounted when 
more began to be discovered 
with improved radio telescopes. 


- -JL; 






news 



Getting It on: The British singer Seal performing a tribute to Marvin Gaye at the 
Grammys in Los Angeles, where his ‘Kiss From A Rose' won best song Photograph: AP 


Kiss is 
enough 
to Seal 
Grammy 

JOJO MOVES 

The British singer Seal won ihc 
coveted song of the year award 
at yesterday's .American Gram- 
my awards, with a song he had 
briefly consigned to the dustbin. 

Seal's “Kiss from a Rose” 
from [he album Soil won record 
and song of the year, and he also 
received a Grammy for best 
male pap vocal performance. 

Kiss From a Rose' was the 
one that really stood out. not us 
a great song but as a sore 
thumb." Seal said, at the US 
music industry's lop awards in 
Los Angeles. “I saw it as so dif- 
ferent that it couldn't fit in with 
the concept of the album. For 
a while we actually dropped it." 

His producer rescued iL Seal 
said, adding that the song had 
been written so many years 
earlier that he no longer re- 
membered what it was about. 

His fellow British artist An- 
nie Lennox received a Grammy 
for best female pop vocal per- 
formance. She said she was 
honoured to win in a year of so 
many strong performances by 
women artists. 

This years awards boldly es- 
chewed the mainstream, as w-as 
demonstrated by the four 
awards picked up by the alter- 
native Canadian rock singer 
AJanis Morissette - and by the 
failure of the six-times nomi- 
nated Mariah Carey to pick up 
a single prize for her sugary pop. 

Morissette. 21, who shot to 
international stardom last year 
with her raw anthems of love 
and loss, won the awards for al- 
bum of the year, best rock al- 
bum, best rock song and besi 
female rock vocal performance. 

Her Jagged Utile Pill album, 
which has sold more than 5 mil- 
lion copies in the US, beat the 
veterans Bob Dylan and Neil 
Young as well as UZ It also beat 
Michael Jackson in the key al- 
bum of the year category. 

“I accept ihis on behalf of 
anyone who’s ever written a 
song from a very pure place, a 
very spiriiuaJ place," Moris- 
sette said, after receiving the 
album of the year award. 

The Grammys' 8,CNX» music 
industry voters also awarded 
Frank Sinatra his first compet- 
itive Grammy in 29 years. His 
Duets H was named best tradi- 
tional pop vocal performance. 




To win a holiday to Walt Disney World, Florida simply visit your local post office 
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EU-Asia summit: Major treads a delicate path 

Tension lifts over 
HK handover 


in Hong Kong as East-West relations undergo realignment within world markets 


DONALD MACINTYRE 

Bangkok 

John Major yesterday wen I out 
of his way lo defuse tension with 
China over Hong Kong after 
meeting the Chinese Premier Li 
Pens on the eve of the Prime 
Minister's highly sensitive visit 
to the colony this weekend. 

Mr Major went into his 45- 
minule meeting with the Chi- 
nese Premier only hours after 
Peking's top official in the 
colony hod warned the British 
Government against "stirring up 
uouhle". Zhou Nan. head of the 
New China News Agency and 
Peking's dc facto ambassador 
there. said: "We sincerely hope 
the British can cany out their 
obligations and fully co-operate 
... and stir up no further trou- 
ble for Hong Kong's smooth 
transition." 

But Mr Major made it clear 
after the meeting with Li Peng 
that be delected a marked im- 
p owe menl in relations between 
Britain and China over Lhe past 
few months. 


Mr Major did not disguise 
that there is still ni * convergence 
between the two governments 
over the key issues for Hong 
Kong democrats of a Bill of 
Rights and the future of tlie now 
democratically elected legisla- 
tive committee for Hong Kong 
(Legco). Mr Major said he had 
told the Premier “that Hong 
Kong's success has been found- 
ed not only on economic success 
but on the rule of law and that 
continuity and stability are a 
very important part of a suc- 
cessful transfer in 1997." 

Yesterday's statement at a 
New Year celebration in Hong 
Kong reflects the continuing ir- 
riialfan of Chinese officials at 
Lbe Governor Chris Kitten's de- 
cision three years ago to intro- 
duce democratic reforms 
without Peking's agreement - 
and the Government's stated 
view that an elected Legco 
should continue. But after his 
talks in Bangkok, where he is at- 
tending the' AsialEU econom- 
ic summit which opens later 
ludav. the Prime Minister said 


that Li Peng had shown strong 
signs that he recognised the 
need to build confidence in 
Hong Kong in advance of the 
handover. Mr Major and oth- 
er British officials were en- 
couraged by confirmation from 
Li Peng that China would not 
send its own officials lo govern 
Hong Kong after 1997. 

Mr Major raised what he 
himself called the "sensitive" 
choice of chief executive to run 
the colony after the handover. 
He said that while Li Peng had 
not given any indication of 
when the choice would be 
made, he had shared his aspi- 
ration that the post would be 
held by someone "acceptable to 
the people of the colony". 

John Major will have to tread 
the delicate path, on what will 
probably be the last visit of a 
British prime minister to the 
colony before (he handover, 
of calming intense anxiety 
among many of the colony's in- 
habitants while not worsening 
relations - including trade 
relations - with Peking. 



IN BRIEF 


Nationwide 
announces new higher 
rates for savers. 


FROM 1ST MARCH 1996 


NEW RATES FOR P 

f/.V CashBuilder 


Cron p.a. 

Net p.a- 

£1-4499 

0.60% 

0.45% 

£500-i4.*«99 

3.10% 

2.33% 

£5.000-49.999 

3.40% 

2.55% 

1 10.000 -424.109 

3.90% 

2.93% 

425.000 - £49.999 

4.20% 

3.15% 

£50.000 - 

4.50*o 

3.38% 


CapitalBuilder 


41.000- £4.940 

3.90% 

2.93% 

£5.000-49 949 

4.20% 

3-15% 

£1 0.000 -f 24.999 

».50% 

3-38% 

£25.000-444.999 

4.80% 

3.60% 

450.000* 

5.10% 

3-83% 


: P/Tonthtylncome 

] 

41.000- £4 .999 

3.40% 

2.55% 

£5.000 - £9.9*19 

3-80% 

2.85% 

£10.000- 124.999 

4.10% 

3.08% 

£25.000 -£49.99«i 

4.so% 

3.38% 

£50.000* 

4.90% 

3.68% 

r .TESSA J 

£24 - £2.999 

6.20% 

4.63% 

£3,000- £4,-99 

6-35% 

4.76% 

£4,800 £6,549 

6.50% 

4.88% 

£6.600 -£8.599 

6.65% 

4.99% 

£8.400-49.000 

6.85% 

5.14% 


Special Renewal Bond 


4 i,aoo £4.999 
iS.OT0-49.9W 

410.000 - £24.999 

425.000 -£49.999 

450.000- 499.999 

4100.000- 


42.000- 49.999 

410.000 421.999 

425.000 - 449.999 

450.000- 499.OQ9 
£ 100 . 000 * 


41.000- 44.999 

45.000- £9.999 

410.000- 424.999 

425.000- 449.999 

450.000- 499.999 

4100.000- 


5.00% 

5.40% 

5-80% 

6.10% 

6.40% 

6 .- 0 % 


InvestDirect 


500% 

5.40% 

5.70% 

5.90% 

6 . 20 % 


3.75% 

4.05% 

4.35% 

4.58% 

4.80% 

5.03% 


3.75% 

4.05% 

4.28% 

4.43% 

4.65% 


Annual Monthly 

Gran p.a. Net p.a. Gran pj. Net pa. 

4.50% 3.23% 3.80% 2.85% 


4.60% 

5-55% 

5.80% 

6 . 10 % 

6.30% 


3.45% 

4.16% 

4355. 

4.58% 


4.20% 

5.30% 

5.50% 

5-70% 

5.90% 


3.15% 

3.98% 

4.13% 

4.28% 

4.43% 


£25-49.000 


£1 .£9.99y 


TESSA 2 


6.85% 


Bonus Saver 


6 . 20 % 


The Smart Account' 


J.50% 


Smart 2 Sav 


3.50% 


5.14% 


4.65% 


2.63% 


sd fcw*. Wl MmM, m mdaJr j U.”V»» pn, p* ilVl ma p-».i luu — WvA n 
It . mu i fl v. if 1 — tMnuL JR atdc iliac tfcc .Jil l It ns TV bire re a 

*>tubw Km wi* V ii TV, on, pj. <D V. aa p . *.i in |f*» lw *jovrr rain ivUt 3— M - 
P»W r- '-**■■ tac, p J l humu iVrK aadl .a* hr p*d ,fkB*n» t.4 - CI-OOO iimriaK 
^Jaralat ravwli tajiliMlIiiuafllai, mi and h -uhJmaG lult TV boam n naiijc 
•w ta putaailRj u lV» fair umrd iV aaad ot lv«» 

rt-lM. «» or ft* •%*(■» Id iian. IM| mr CESSA pm pnai Ton < 'Inmta 
nmumrvi load, are L' M « firo mi a»d II MO m re t «m» i in * pen, ob|Ca * 4t mdl iml 
d 8.V Mjubbbi Taaaa " umuui I li t re 13000 4r Toa I amin i t Qfd. Mufcrer I- dt 
M" f “ t«*T N'atmuda hsu I n i. lrer . rr . a*t mi. m m Tam ll!S Vai n buu ad V 
pa-lmtiK auium bdaaia » tV tad of *r Teres J wr* lajDatbaVaianadtlaaiDCrDa 
kmmuia pnoc u» manner far at ream mhtt ifaa death. TbSAt are d«<i *> Itdaad trait 
■tCaLgaa. refas* reaa vaa» laaorat pad asssdh aa all aK«re a a aa n o dapt Kill uO iMouhtm 
aaJ MraafatalRame. a*ot atom ta paid montfah a tad Sion -• Sm aaj Tic Smut Anam. 
where men n patJ hdCrradr 


2-63% tc. JiBoT Jet rata ajyh ta hilaa. ri af PI W aaad are M bttfc Stun J hare aaj TV Smart .V, 




(' Interest rates for Retail Banking, Corporate Banking and Corporate Savings Accounts remain unchanged. 


NEW RATES FOR ACCOUNTS NO LONGER AVAILABLE 


Account Name 

Balance 

UroM p.a. 

Net p.a. 

Account Name 

Balance 

Cross p-a. Net p-a. 

"TESSA Bond 

£3.000-49.000 

6.74% 

5.06% 

Bren u. Builder 

£1-4499 

0.60% 

0.45% 

8 Linked Bond 

£3.000 -£9,000 

6.25% 

4.69% 


£500 - £4.999 

3.10% 

2.33% 

Montiil)' 





£5.000 - £9.999 

3.40% 

2.55% 

TESSA 

£25-42.999 

6.10% 

4.58% 


410.000-424.999 

£25.000* 

3.90% 

4.20% 

2.93% 

3.15% 

Flexible Stvinp 

£3.000- £4.-99 

6.25% 

4.69% 






£4.800-46.399 

6.40% 

4.80% 

IncomeBond 

£2,000 -£9.999 

3.60% 

2.85% 


£6.600- £8.399 

6.55% 

4.91% 


£10.000* 

5.30% 

3.98% 


£8,400- £9.000 

6.^5% 

5.06% 









Tax Free Option 

£1- £499 

0.60% 

0.45% 

GipitalBonus 180 

£500 -£4.999 

4.10% 

3.08% 

intrant 

£500-44,999 

3.10% 

2.33% 


£5.000-49.999 

4.40% 

3.30% 


45.000-49.999 

3.40% 

2.55% 


£10.000-424.999 

5.30% 

3.98% 


£10.000- £24.999 

3.90% 

2.93% 


£25.000 * 

5.55% 

4.16% 


£25.000* 

4.20% 

3.15% 

CapiulBaniu 9Q 

4500-14.999 

3.90% 

2.93% 

TaxFrcc Option 

£500-44.999 

3.90% 

2.93% 


£5,000 - £«,999 

4.20% 

J.IS% 

90 Oar 

£5.000-49.999 

4.20% 

3-15% 


£10,000-424.999 

4.50% 

3-38% 


£10,000 - £24,499 

4.50% 

3.38% 


£25.000* 

4.80% 

3.60% 


£25.000* 

4.80% 

3.60% 

CapiulBoniu 90 

£500-44.999 

3.40% 

2.55% 

TasFrec Option 

£500-14.999 

4.10% 

3-08*. 

MontMr/Half Yeurlt 

£5.000-49,999 

3-80% 

2.85% 

ISO Day 

£5.000- £9,999 

4.40% 

3.30% 


410.000-424.999 

4.10% 

3-08% 


£10.000-424.999 

5-30% 

3.98% 


£25.000* 

4.50% 

3.38% 


£25.000 - 

5-55% 

4.16% 

Share Account 

41* 

0.60% 

0.45% 

Double Bonus 
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Silky smooth: John Major shakes hands with the Chinese Premier, U Peng, at a 
cocktail party in Bangkok, prior to the Asia-Europe Summit, which starts today. All 
the leaders wore Thai silk shirts for the occasion Photograph: Dylan Martinez/Reuter 


Portugal offers 
Indonesia ties 

Portugal' offered Indonesia a 
partial reopening of diplomat- 
ic tics in exchange for lhe re- 
lease of the East Timorese 
resistance leader; Xanana Gus- 
mao, Prime Minister Antonio 
Gutaxres said yesterday. 

“Portugal would be ready to 
open an interest section, in a 
friendly embassy in Jakarta and 
to accept an interest section in 
a friendly embassy in Lisbon,” 
be told reporters after an un- 
expected private meeting with 
Indonesia's President Suharto. 

" Portugal and Indonesia have 
been at loggerheads over East 
.Timor since Indonesia invaded 
the former Portuguese colony 
in 1975. There have been per- 
sistent reports of human rights 
abuses on the territory. Reuter 

Kohls big sleep 

Thailand's top hotel isarrang- 
ing a giant-sized bed for the 
bulky German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl, as teual at world 
summits. A last-minute call 
from protocol officers to (he 
swanky Oriental Hotel ensured 
Kohl had plenty of room to 
stretch out after his summit 
exertions. ' 

“We have had to extend bis 
bed in length and width after 
getting confirmation he is ex- 
ceptionally tall and big,” a 
member of the hotel staff was 
quoted as saying by a security 
source. Reuter 



warm 

East-West trade relations 


It is unlikely that any of the 
diplomats accompanying John 
Major lo the Asian-European 
Summit (Asem). which opens in 
Bangkok today, will care to 
gloat over the fact that back m 
1855 Britain was the first West- 
ern power to conclude a treaty 
with what was then the King- 
dom of Siam. The United States 
and oLher powers were denied 
access to the King's court. 

Thai and. like other countries 
in the region, was drawn firmly 
into the European sphere of in- 
fluence. mainly by Britain, 
which at one time ruled all, or 
part of, half the ten Asian na- 
tions attending the summiL 
Now South East Asia. China. 
Japan and South Korea, who 
have sent their heads of gov- 
ernment to Bangkok, are in- 
creasingly looking to the New 
World for economic and polit- 
ical relations, making mem- 
bers of the European Union feel 
rather left out in the cold. 
Britain's influence has gone. 

The Americas have had a for- 
mal link with the Asian slates 
through the Asia-Pacific Eco- 
nomic co-operation forum 
(Apec), established in 1993, 
while Europe has struggled lo 
regain a presence. Not just pol- 
itically but economically. 


Asia’s rapid economic growth is leaving 
Europe behind, writes Stephen Vines 


Europe's role is declining. In 
1970 25 per cent of Asian im- 
ports came from Europe; two 
decades later that figure shrank 
to 15 per cent. Less than 3 per 
cent of European direct in- 
vestment finds its way to Asia, 
while Japan, a fellow Asian 
slate, has become the dominant 
economic player in the region. 
trailed by the US. 

Some European powers, no- 
tably the Germans, have be- 
come increasingly aware of the 
shortcoinings of the £Us rela- 
tions with Asian countries, par- 
ticularly the fast-developing 
economic powers who arc set- 
ting a breath-talring pace of 
growth which leaves Europe far 
behind. As a whole the Asian 
nations' economics are growing 
by around 8 per cent per year, 
compared with growth of no 
more than 2 per cent in Europe. 

Ideally, the EU would like lo 
create an arrangement which 
mirrors the Apec forum. The 
Asian powers are equally keen 
for some kind of balancing 
arrangement which makes them 
less dependent on the world’s 
last remaining superpower, and 


focuses the mind on the pursuit 
of business ties rather than 
what they view as interference 
in internal affairs, which comes 
in (he form of pressure over 
human rights. 

Source's in Bangkok who 
have seen the draft keynote 
speech to be delivered by the 
conference chairman, the Thai 
Prime Minister. Banhara Slipa- 
Archa, an old-style wheeling 
and dealing politician, say that 
the speech mouses on trading, 
and business ties. It wall also sug- 
gest that Europe and the Asian 
states work together to form a 
counterbalance to attempts by 
the US to set the agenda lor the 
fits! ministerial meeting of the 
World Trade Organisation in 
December. 

A pre-conferencc meeting 
of non-governmental organisa- 
tions in Bangkok has urged the 
leaders of the 25 states attend- 
ing the summit not to ignore the 
human dimension of trade, sug- 
gesting that human and labour 
rights cannot be considered as 
side issues. 

However. Mr Banham has 
made it dear that this is not on 


his agenda. At the beginning of 
the week he said: “I think non- 
reievant issues should be avoid- 
ed ... such issues would include, 
perhaps, the issue of [Indone- 
sian occupied] East Timor, child 
labour and things like. that”. 

The European heads of gov- 
ernment have shown no real 
enthusiasm for pursuing these 
matters, although some ritual 
references may be made. West- 
ern diplomats preparing for 
the meeting have let their Asian 
basts know tbarthey have not 
come to rock the boat. 

However, one important 
non-trade matter is of interest 
to the Asian countries who 
want to sec South-east Asia free 
of nuclear weapons! French 
nuclear tests in the Pacific have 
brought this issue to the fore, 
but there are equal concerns 
about the nuclear might of Chi- 
na which can be impHcitlv lack- 
led by speaking in genera! terms 
of the nuclear threat 

There will be no great break- 
throughs at this two-day sum- 
mit; its purpose is to lay down 
markers and generally create a 
better atmosphere for rela- 
tions. These are modest but re- 
alisable objectives, given the 
diversity of those attending the 
meeting. 
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RICHARD LLOYD PARRY • 

Tokyo 

Japan’s Imperial Family is fac- 
m S a crisis. Two thousand sev- 
en hundred years after its 
ioundatioD by the mythical Em- 
peror Jimmu, the world’s old- 
est hereditary monarchy is 
running out of male heirs. 

The government has become 
so worried that it has dispatched 
envoys to several European 
countries, including Bri tain , to 
study a revolutionary possibil- 
ity; that the law may be changed 
to allow a woman to ascend the 
Chrysanthemum Throne. 

Compared with their British 
counterparts, Japan’s royals are 
models of decorum, thrift and 
restrain L Cloistered behind the 
moat and thick walls of the Im- 
perial Palace in Tbkyo, they 
emerge publicly only a few 
tunes a year to attend national 
athletic meetings, plant trees, 
and wave at their subjects from 
behind bullet-proof glass. 

Japan’s compliant media 
have no truck with tabloid- 
style muck-raking,, but the less 
reverent of the country's many 
weekly magazines have be- 
coming increasingly preoccu- 
pied with the absence of 
imperial offspring. 

Rumours about a future em- 
press appeared to have been de- 
cisively quashed earlier this 
year by the newly-appointed 
Grand Steward of the Imperi- 
al Household Agency, Sadame 
Kamakura. “We are not think- 
ing about the question of an em- 
press,” he said. “Our current 
system clearly specifies male 
succession to the throne, and it 
is working adequately.” 

But privately the agency, an. 
obsessively cautious govern- 
ment organisation which con- 
trols every aspect of the 
Imperial Family, has been dis-_ 


erectly studying the possibility 
for several years. The problem 
has become increasingly worri- 
some with the continued failure 
of Emperor Akihilo’s children 
to produce sons. 

Since their wedding m June 
1993, Crown Prince Naruhito 
and Princess Masako have had 
no children. Next in line is the 
Emperor’s younger son, 30- 
year old. Prince Akshino, and 
both his children are girls. Af- 
ter him the succession would fall 
to a line of obscure and ageing 
uncles and cousins. 

Since Prince Akishino, no 
male child has been bom to any 
member of the Imperial 
Funny . 

Court officials have gaiiK 
ered written materials from 
Buckingham Palace and, in 
nine days’ time, a senior official 
of the. Imperial Household 
Agency will fly to Europe on a 
hastily arranged visit to the 
Netherlands, Belgium and 
Denmark. In Copenhagen, they 
will be briefed by court officials 
on the constitutional referen- 
dum in 1953 which allowed 
Queen Maxgrethe II to succeed 
after 600 years of Danish kings. 

Any change would be com- 
plicated and controversial, re- 
quiring . a parliamentary 
amendment to the Imperial 
Household Law and Constitu- 
tion, which strictly regulate the 
duties, conduct and spending of 
the Emperor’s family. 

7b a large extent,' their low 
profile is a matter of cautious 
necessity. After the Second 
Worl d , 9&r, Emperor Akihi to’s 
father, the late Hirohito, nar- 
rowly escaped being tried as a 
war c riminal and the role ofthe 
Imperial, institution arouses 
strong emotions in both na- 
tionalists and left-wingers, 
“Whether we recognise a fe- 
male btir in the future de- 


JAN ROBERTS 

Twelve hostages, including 4 
British citizens, held for 51 
days in the mountainous jungles 
of Irian Jaya in Indonesia had 
their first meeting with outsiders, 
yesterday. 

They met with a team. of. 
three from the International 
Red Cross, and a doctor gave 
all four hostages a medical 
check. Only one required med- 
icine, but was not seriously ID.- 

According to a spokesman, 
the International Committee of 
the Red Cross will be speaking 
to parents of all the hostages to- 
day. The Red Cross team was 


hostages. _ 
hostages are Annette van der 
Kolk, Ann Mclvor, Daniel 
Stark and William Oates. 

“In general they are in good 
condition, although some of 
them have lost weight because 
of the gruelling time in captiv- 
ity^ said Jorg Stocklin. an 
ICRC spokesman m Geneva. 
None was in critical condition, 

. in eluding pregnant Dutch- 
woman Martha Klein, 32, he 
said. She had been reported to 
have been suffering from malar- 
ia and malnutrition. 

“We cannot divulge the de- 
tails of the health condition of 
the hostages because we wfll in- 
form- their families individual- 

jlv,” Mr Stocklin said. He 
describbdlhe meeting with the 
hostages' as. ah emotional one, 

“since it was the first time they 

met anjbody-from outside”. 

He said they were taken 
blankets, food and medicine 
provided by the Indonesian 


*9 

k ’*' 

9-2*2: 


I Dnuaiu“» u •“**- ~ 

The Red Cross went toman 
Jaya, following requests by the 
rebels and approval by the in- 
: donesaan aimed forces, to me- 
diate in the hostages' release. 

■" Insurgents of the Bnee Papua 

- Movement have been fighting 
-for the independence of man 
• Java, a former Dutch colony 
ceded to Indonesia in 1953. 

It is understood that the 
; OEM, i}ie freedom movement 
feff West Papua, is insistiig it will 
the release of the 

hosiaf^to.an international 

agem^Lficfeu^e it disputes In- 
donesiaiif*Iidietiwi. 

Irian Jaya s bome to 250 
tribes inafchj£i$S some one 
m3k'cui iBhaMtin&i They live in 
jtmgj* Ibi^hoiB^m.tree-top 
buildings and in hemes built on 
stilts along the coast 
The Red Cross team had 


been in the mountain town of 
Wamena for two weeks while 
they carefully negotiated with 
the army for free access to the 
hostages. They were afraid mil- 
itary operations might have 
been launched at the same time 
in the area. 

..When the .Catholic bishop. 
Monsignor H F Munninghoff 
went to meet the leader of the 
kidnappers, Kelly Kwalik, the 
army followed a day later with 
an undercover team. This time, 
the army has promised not to 
take advantage of the visit. . 

The hostages are reported to 
be weak due to constant move- 
ment from one village to an- 
other. 

Latest reports say that they 
are living in a mountain c ave- 
not far from the massive KTZ 
Freeport gold mine where Rio 
Tlnto Zinc is now investing 
$1.7bn in further expansion. 

The operation of this mine is 
a key issue with the kidnappers, 
hi 1977, Kwalik led an attack on 
the mine. Wowing up a pipeline 
taking the ore to the coast. In 
a counter-offensive lay the In- 
donesian army, several thou- 
sands tribespeople •• were 
reported killed. - 

The mine is the biggest 
British investment in South-East 
Asia. It is the world’s biggest 
gold mine and the third-biggest 
copper mine. As part of hs con- 
tract with the government, it 
provides living and transport fa- 
cilities for the Indonesian Army. 

According to Tun Wirth, the 
US Under-Secretary of State for 
GI^Afeirsr^eltKfonesian 
government have not done 
much to establish a government 
there and Freeport therefore 
has become in many ways both 
company and government.” 

The hostages were seized on 
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nduma, a village in the moun- 
tains, to discuss the creation of 
a major national park. . Some 
tribespeople at the meeting 
saw the national park as a way 
of securing income but others 
saw it as an alienation of their 
tribal lands. • - 

Daniel Kogowa, a leader of 
the OPM, strongly objected; 
That afternoon, the 26 hostages 
were taken. Since then, 14 
hostages have been released. 
The British hostages were on & 
scientific expedition to the area 

paW for by BP, and were afl from 

Simbridge University.. 

The British and Dutch mill-, 
tarv attaches are in Wamena 
be briefed by the Red 
Cross today on the meetmg wilh 
the rebels. 


pends very much on whether the 
Japanese people are ready to ac- 
cept her or not,'' said an official 
of the Household Agency. 

Women played a prominent 
part in Japan’s early history. The 
founding deity, from whom the 
present Emperor claims de- 
scent; was the Sun Goddess, 
Amaierasu -no-Omikami . 

The last Empress, Go-Saku- 
ramaebi, abdicated in 1770. 
and altogether seven out of 
Japan's 124 sovereigns have 
been women, although, tike 
princesses throughout history, 
they have occasionally been 
the focus of scandals.' In the 
eighth century, the Empress 
Shoken precipitated an a farm- 
ing power struggle after an af- 
fair with a Rasputin-tikc monk. 
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Height of fashion: Shoppers savour the view inside the newly opened branch of the French department 
Fried richstrasse, Berlin. The futuristic complex was designed by the Ranch architect Jean Nouvei 


Gaieties Lafipyette in 
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ROBERT MHJJKEN 

Sydney. - 

As the tnnfo approadbrcs for - 

Australians to ^ to tbe poLte, 
a scandal involving forged' let-, 
ters. Iras sent shockwaves 
through the ruling Labor Par- 
^aixlde^aWow^tpitsftHda> 
Uon prospects. v . • r ; 

A campaign Which had al- 
ready shown signs crfeatoustiOTL . 
before tomorrow’s' pqll-was 
sensationally re-ignitedwhen : 
fedesalpofipfe were baited in yes- 
terday to investigate tbe Source 
oftwolettOTwipiwMd^I^ter7 
hadtriedtoded a fusfi knock- 
out bkw to tiraoppautionJo^ 
eral-National coalition, ■ but: 
which were quickly shown to be 1 
flakes. ; j- 

Late cm Wfonesday, Rafoh;. 
Wfflis, the Ireasurer ffiiiaiKe 
minister) in PaulKeafi^sgo^: ; 
eminent- called a.press confer- 
ence where he trimnphanttyl 
brandished copies of twolettos 
which he said had foriued at Ms „ ■ 
office in a brawn paper eaye-: 
lope., "Both purported to haSfe ; 
been sent to John Howard, the ; 
opposition leader.one fioro: 
Peter Oasldkv.^fr; Howard's 
deputy, / the other from Jeff.- 


Kenned; the Iiberalstate pre- 

■nnCT of ‘Wctoria; - .■ 

Stamped “Protected”,- the 
purported Kennett U^ter re- 
ferred ton plan by Mrffowarai - 
if he won die dcctibafo Sfoh 
federal government financial 
grants to Australia’s six states, 
to help to pay foriiis campaign. ; 
promises. "This would involve ' 
a reduction of aroundlSSO&a. 
TJE250m] in CfommoawfoJth 
[federal] funding fbrVictona/' - 
it said. ; ' r a 

Mr Howardaud MrKennett 
denounced (he letters as lorg- ; 
eries. Mr Wilfis, one. of Labors 
most respected ministers, dor- 

mafly renowned for iris cautfaa, 
was forced into making abit- 
mfliatmg tetractitm and apolo- . 
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STOVES ^ LEISURE 

NEWHOME 550HLSE W RANGEMASTER 55 


• Blue or green finish ^ „ 

• Cold pUled burner cops fTKI V V 
Normal price £559. W - , 

Trade-In £ 40.00 JT^QQ 
Price alter trade-in Jr jF.99 


Price alter trade-in X*” , 

BUT NOW CTr WOi-ST IWAr I APR USX) 


• Dtgul dock Jndrnmue minder 

• Smoked &as Bd • AoiUhle m. ■ ■ • 

In Green or Ite^al Blue 

Norma) price £69939 jn jt* 

Trade-In £4UI)0 A. LCU 

Price alter trade-in «/.; 

BUT NOW TO ■Vl'C15T 1W I APR 295W 


r , STOVES . 

W ECSOOs (GREEN) % 

• Four radiant ceramic rinfls 

Y -DoUbtewen ONIY 

^ Normal price £1.024.99 


BELLING # ii 

XOU 170ROVEN ' 'V,v,f : ; S ; 

(BURGUNDY) 

Large fan oven • 

Electronic timer • 

Normal price £599.99 
Trade-in £50 
Price after trade-in 

£549.99 

(PRICE EXCLUDES HOB) . _ ... 

— . . I . ■■ ■.■ 

CANNON NEW HARVEST MK2 (BROWN) 

Normal price £499.99 Trade-in £120.00 ^ 

Price after trade-in : ONLY £379.99 


Our shops sell a large range of 
complementary quality cookware* 


*.99 Price riter trade-in £949.99 including be Creuset, Meyer & Prestige. 
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ELECTRIC OR GAS COOKERS AND FIRES 





FLAVEL 

BURLINGTON FIRE 

(AVAILABLE EN BLUE AND CLARET) 

• 3 32 kW maximum 

heat output s~ 

• Cast iron canopy ■'•jr 
and fender 

• Fbur heat settings 

NoimaJ price £529.99 
Trade-in £50.00 
Price after trade-in 

ONLY 

£479.99 


£50 TRADE-IN 


VALOR VISAGE 

(AVAILABLE IN BALMORAL GREEN, OXFORD BLUE 
AND ROYAL BURGUNDY) 

• Unique 'Fireslide' control D 

• Soft ceramic fuel bed ^ 

• 3.5kvv heal output ' 

Normal price £529.99 

Trade-in £50 Price after trade-in j 

ONLY £479.99 

BID NOW. 1 PAY AUGUST T996* I APR 2U«) 


IE 


r. - V-. BUT VAV TO ALCUST MW i931, 


FIREPLACE WORKSHOP 


SORRENTO SURROUND 


PRICE 


£699 


BUY NOW PAY AUGUST 1996* (APR 29.5%) 
ON SELECTED COOKERS AND FIRES 
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extended 

GUARANTEES 
| AVAILABLE ON MOST 
l PRODUCTS + 


14 DAY FA'CHA.VGE 
OR MONO' RACK 
GUARANTEE ‘ ON \:AiL'£ 
PLU6 PROOLCTS 


FREE HOME 
DELIVERY 

r.nr. su^-Ji.vat 

1' tAn Vu.H'Wn 


KtLPR t, TS-AiVED 
STAFF WHO 
KNOW ABOUT OU 
PR0DLCT5 
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£30 TRADE-IN 


FLAVEL SPECTRUM 

(AVAILABLE IN BLUE AND C1ARRT) 

• 3kW max heat output . . 

• Brass effect trims on canopy ' 
and fender 

Normal price £279.99 
Trade-in £30 
Price after trade-in 

ONLY £24999 


Gol tar for iMarasi rim 
iwloe«iB*. Etaebiwl pewtat* m 
aaOtOb at Eoeqn> GafiMn and 
nViar Mte.UU BMW Gw Shot*. 

0800 850 900 


J man ms ma art i43b 
xKiim. sdtec: K>aa&n. 

'f *^rtng owl 


dfeared his dedsion to use the ' 
letters with Mr Keatin& whO; 
Was campaigning in north 1 
Queensland at tte tune aralwho 
privately, fumed: when'-. he 
teamed of the hoax. 

.The fetters affair”. Iras the 
tolhuark of an Amerkan-ayle~ 
dirty tricks campaigned titie sort 
.which has rarely intruded into 
the Australian political scene, 
where open verbal abuse is 
more usual. 

ThequestionsOTitstanding 
last mgt;C W 2 re: Wlio foig«i the 
letters? Who planted them on 
the senior Labor govetnihent 
minister who then released ; 
them? How mip-h h* 6 the. affair , 


them seals mAiEtrahafesebaid 

most populousstate. Yesterday, 

- Mr Kranett dramatically ex- 
ploited the letters aftair when 

- he cdaijnedthat the letters had 
. been prepared by someone in 

Mr TJraii^s crwn office, and that 
he was prefiaW'!to : gjve the 
: name fo.thepolibe. . Y •/' 
When he re^uroed to Can- 
berra yestejxfaytonrabe Ks final 
pre-electionappearaa«.aTthe 
National Press Oub, Mr Keat- 
ing. dismissed such . a r. taim as 
“tawdry^ and “stretching bred-, 
flrilxtytbo fax”.. Hesaid:. s *Whi> 
ever “has . cope octed . these 
documents has done - so not 
with tlraljabpTi^rty’aititertiSts 
. at heart” MrWaHs,he said, had 
committed an e rror of judge- 
ment but he had beeu a ^firet 
class Treasurer^ and , wwdd.be 
-reappointedslmaidLaborwm. 
/ ’ ; The; letters affair has over- 
dradpwedall issues in. the 

rhnrup to the de<^ioKid<^ud- 
mg the release yesterday of fig- 
ures. which showed, a drop. in 
Airatralia's: . ciment . aixodni 
deficit last nKHi& tixanksto ex- 
ports increasing- . - . 

- Since, most economists ^hhd 
predicted ariseinthedefeit, 
thefi^ne boosted Mr Keating 
at a critical moment.. Ahhou^r 
Labor has. ctosed the opposi- 
fion’s leadjin'opinion polls to 
3 points-from 10 at the start of 

the rM-nrmaign, the gap StHl 


■: ing^the Prime Mhustpry to win 
' a - sixth mandate for -Labor- 
tomorrow? - ' .V ; . . ‘ Y_ ; ’ ; ,. 
- Mr Kennett is a tou^Jb UQ- - 
compromising leader whom^ 
Mar^uret Thatcher has praised 
for his severe public ^rending 
cuts in Victoria. Mr Howard and 
the federal Liberals fear that Mr 
Kennett's unpopularity in Trio- . 
torianrayrdxjundagamstthem 
in tomomm’s election and cost • 





pariiamentary mfl'ority is in 

periL^..:. . •. 

Mj Keatirig used his press 
difo appearanceto mpeal for 
a fresh mandate for what he der ;: 
scribed astfaenewAristralia that; 
Labor had bu3t over the past 13 
years, . based on “flair, imagi- 
nation, and drive”. Ib dump La- 
bor for the coalition, he argued, 
would-be to return to an “in- 
sukcr, unc»ny>etitive" world of 
: thepast ' ■ : 


PEOPLE 



N o (me would call Antonfo 
Banderasa ham actor-Stfll, 
-the film star has been accused 
bythecentre-ri^it Rjpular Par- 
ty in Spain of making a fihn clip 
snpporting the governing: So- 
cialists in exchange for a con- 
tract to promote Andalusian 
ham and olive Oil in the Unit- 
ed States. .• '/ ; : 

Ih the dip, made for screen- ; 
ing at local dectoraj.meetings 
ahead of the general election OTi 
Sunday, Banderas a&svoters to 
re-^ect the Sociafi^yriio.are . 
expected fo lose pqwerafterl3 
years. . ... .. . ’ _ ■■ 

But Manuel Chaves, the So- 
cialist camfidate m the An- 
dalusian^jon, where Banderas 
wasbom,sakJtheorifypayment 
the actor had requested was a 
bottle of divie'otl ami a leg of 
pata negm, the most prized of. 
the raw hams for which Spain 
is celebrated. Banderas has 
been busy, fil min g - Eviia. in 
Buenos AjreswrthMadonna, 
Tbe two recently met President 
Carlos Menem of. Argentina, 
one of tiie most outspoken crit- 
ics of Ms CScconc’s portrayal of 
Eva Ptron m the-AIan l^rker -. 
film. . : j ■ 

“Certain assurances vtere 
made by the cast' that there - 
would be no offensive scenes,” 
a presidential spokesman said. 
Many-Feromsts fear Madonna 
might cheapen the name Of 

their heroine. 1 

A s President of the United 
States, {JiH Qinton has a 
chauffeur or two.sohedoesrrt 
get to drive much .any., nsore. 
.That has notstoppedbun pass- - 
ing on his street smarts to his 
daughter, , Chelsea, however. ; 
On recent trips to the jaresi- 
dential retreat at Camp Dw4d, 
in the hills of Maryland,- Mr 
Ointon has been reaching her 
to drive. - .-Y .. 

Chefeea turned Jfi-OTlbesu 
day, and wlran she passes, tter 
dorfs®. test she jmsM take Jier.. 


Antonio Banderas: Voicing 
support for socialist party 

th e First Lady, says she has an- 
il th ex fear the President’s 
teaching. 

I t wasn’t his. birthday, but 
Jacques Chirac got an in- 
trigmi^j^ from Carios Men- 
em on the eve of the Argentine 
leader's state wsitfolrahce: a 
pair of tango-dandng horses. 

The- CrioDo thoroughbreds 
go with aset^f sflvor spuis Mr 
Menem-gave Mr Chhac in his 
days as mayor of Paris. “When 
you becoirc President you can 
hare a horse as well,^ MtMen- 
em reportedly told Mr Chiiac 
during a 1992 vfeit ..... .. . 

Juan Archibaldo Lands, the 
Argentine ambassador, pre- 
sentedthehotsatoMranrac 

at theanmialRencb feomstow. 

“Is it true they dance the tan- 
go? Mr Menem told me that," 
Mr Chirac asked the vet who 
flew .from Argentina with the 
animals. Yes, he was assured. 
Tto hocres'were said to have 


|»r^3m«la^^co^ra^n«^fqI^gcA^TO■n5«aMa■ia^anll^J^^^^anlalat^:y wa6inrtilB*M»ni>B«*lWi r»iiiBi> mifcil > mn — , 
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rack of vehicles firan tfe pres- , 
ideptial fleet/Bwo tetephoned 
offers of cars Cram publicity- . 

hungry radio stations .were de- 

clincd by the White House, 
while a blue 1978 OkJanobSe ■* 
that pulled np at 1600 Pennsy!- 
yania Avenuo^ ^was ali» tunwd 
away. With “Happy Sweet 16, 
Chelsea” embbamed on it, : 
the rust-bucket "had been dis- 
patched to tite birthday giri bg y 
a station in Ohfoi • - 

| While Mr Qmtda aonits to; 
bdng uncomfort^^abcmt foe 

■ daughter takrogtiK wheel ofa. ■; 

■ car; Hfliary Rrafoam. CUntcra, ; 


before leavingBnenos Aires. 

A fannercointpoet ofNko- 
xjdae CeatLsescn, who. 
climbed qp the fence pf the US 
embamjr.m Bucharest to escape . 
an angry crowd after the dicta- 
tor was deposed m 1989, is run-' 
nmg for president . of " his J 
country. “I want to change de- 
spair info-' hope,” Adrian 
mmesou foe candidate of the " 
.Socialist Laboor Party, told 
state rat^TTl by andput{Pto- .' . 
mania] cm atfiiri. track, thatof . 
socialist democracy.’”, . .. 

T AnotiierbfCeamescu%a»Bl: 

.poets, the ultra-aa Lfonalst Cor- 
nelm Ykdhn Tbdbr, is. miming 
on theticket of the Greater Ro- 
mania party." The. poets are 
amot^SRcaridBdatesvtiio have 
so far announced cballcuges to 
Fresideot Ion. ffiescu in au- 
tumn elections, but neither of 
jthmisbelKyedtostandare- • 
ahstk dance of winning. * . 

• jn his work, Mr Paunescu 
pewtxwed Ceausescu- fo “the . : - 
Danube ofThinking^ and “the t 
Genius of the Caipathians’’. . ' 

. . Mar^rin' Bird • 1 
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DAVID tfSBORNE 

New VbirK - 

After yeans of resistance, the 
American televirion industry 
pledged yesterday to develop a 
ratings system for the violent 
and sexual content of pro- 
grammes that will work in 
Conjunction with computer 
chips fitted to television sets. 
The announcement came as 

some 30 of the industry's top 


agree to curb sex and violence 


SS25** deluding Rupen 
NUttdoch and Ted Turned of 
piN, arrived in V&shbigton on 
a chartered bus for meetings 
with members of the US Con- 
gress and a “television summit" 
wth President BUI Clinton and 
the First Lady, Hillary Omton. 

“Arguably you are the most 
powerful cultural force in the 
world, but we know too that 
freedom and opportunity can 
truly thrive in a free society that 


is also a responsible society,’’ Mr 
Clinton said 

In a joint statement, the 
industry's leaders said that 
details of the rating system 
would be worked out over the 
coming months and it would be 
introduced by the beginning of 
1997. Programmes will be rat- 
ed much in the way that the fea- 
ture Sims are for the cinema. 

The industry has been forced 
to a a after a sweeping tetecom- 


municattons bill was passed by 
the US Congress Iasi month'. 
The bill served notice tu tele- 
vision executives that unless 
they moved swiftly to adopt a 
voluntary system of ratings, it 
would be forced nn them. 

The bill also included provi- 
sions obliging manufacturers 
to install so-called “V-chips" - 
violence chips - in all new tele- 
vision sets sold In the US. A 
television with the “V-chip" 


will allow parents to block pro- 
grammes rated for sexual or 
violent content. Information 
on how each individual pro- 
gramme is rated will be includ- 
ed in the broadcaster’s signal. 

“Our objective is dear and 
firm," the industry statement 
said. “This enterprise is totally 
voluntary. There wDJ be no gov- 
ernment involvement." Only a 
few months ago the television 
community had been vigorous- 


ly opposing any kind of ratings. 

Agreeing on categories of 
ratings and their application is 
certain m be difficult. Broad- 
casters Rill be wart', for exam- 
ple. of imposing the same 
criteria for violent content on 
dramas, such as the hospital 
series ER. as for children’s pro- 
grammes like Power Rangers. 

Nor is there any consensus on 
whether news magazines and 
soap operas should be affected. 


News bulletins, even though 
many include graphic footage, 
would probably escape. 

Civil liberty groups fear the 
introduction of ratings could 
add up to censorship and the 
erosion of free -expression rights 
under the US constitution's 
First Amendment. But Ai Core, 
the Vice-PresidenL said yes- 
terday that the plan raised “no 
Firsi * Amendment questions 
whatsoever". 


At peace with 
God and 
Mammon in 
the new South 


to RUPERT CORNWELL 

™ Greenville, South Carolina 

In this thriving comer of the 
Bible Belt, which tomorrow 
has its say in the US presiden- 
tial primaries, there are two of 
Ronald Reagan's shining cities 
on a hill. One is very' much the 
work of God, the other fruit of 
a decision taken a few years agn 
in southern Germany. And in 
the civil war raging within the 
Republican party, where both 
sides claim the Reagan legacy 
for themselves, they are 
fortresses of oppo sing armies. 

Venture among its immacu- 
late assembly halls, dormitory 
blocks and along its shaded av- 
enues, with not a scrap of litter 
to sight and not a leaf out of 
place, and you instantly realise 
that Bob Jones University, the 
pride of Greenville, is a most 
unusual place of learning. In fact 
it is the largest fundamentalist 
Christian college in America, 
founded in 1927 by a man who 
believed secular education was 
ruining the country’s youth, 
and now home to 5D00 students 
who lead alife symbolised by the 
inscription over the campus 
shop: “Edifying and equipping 
the saints to go forth." - 

In its hushed interior there is 

C5 nothing more secular on sale . 
than chocolate barsand Kodak 
film, alongside shelves brim? 
ming with uplifting spiritual 
works. A few steps away’ of- 


PRESIDENTIAL 


fering yet greater edification, is 
the university’s remarkable mu- 
seum, where soft music plays, 
the pile carpet is one inch thick, 
and the walls are studded with 
religions paintings by, among 
others, Cranach, Titian, Botti- 
celli and Veronese. Not quite 
what you expect in the 
provinces of South Carolina, but 
proof that God has rich patrons. 

More to the point, this is the 
world of Pat Buchanan, The 
boys have short hair and perfect 
manners. The girls, in the re- 
quired dress of flat shoes and 
skirts below die knee, are frozen 
images from the 1950s. 

Mr Buchanan's vision of 
America is essentially a vision 
of the 1950s; a nostalgic world 
where America was God’s 
country, where crime scarcely 
existed, where women stayed at 
home and looked after the chil- 
dren, when the US accounted 
for 60 per cent of the world’s 
economic output, mid when 
foreigners knew their place - a 
world where , everything was 
perfect and nothingquite real. 
: : Outside the 10ft walls sur- 
rounding the university, the 
mirage persists.- In an "eatery 
across from the campus 



Preaching to the converted: Pat Buchanan at the Evangel Cathedral where he told his audience ‘I just want to make America God’s country again’ 


entrance, a middle-aged man in 
a jeans jacket and a baseball cap 
pores oyer a worn volume of 
The Teaching of Christ, as he 
consumes a chicken salad. 

. Later that evening, Mr 
Buchanan speaks at the Evan- 
gel fundamentalist Cathedral 
just outside Spartanburg, a few’ 
miles away. “I want to make 
America God’s country again," 
proclaims the commentator- 
turaed-candidate, as the audi- 
ence of several hundred stand 
and cheei^t^h^hest reegired 
line of the n^^DerarTHair^" 
tirades f^gneraGthe" 
excoriatiqfts of the “qgiagffig rj 
then" of V&shinett^D^^are! 4 


even than his vow to overturn 
Roe v Wade , the 1973 Supreme 
Court ruling guaranteeing a 
woman's right to an abortion. 

The cathedral is spanking 
new. more like an plush concert 
hall than a house of God, sur- 
rounded by huge parking lots 
for the faithful. It bespeaks the 
wealth of a region which epit- 
omises the vibrant “new South." 
But for the true believers, en- 
trepreneurial flair, imaginative 
state governors and the rest 
? ..have little to do with iL “We’re 
- prosperous because God wills 
a young woman as she 
-jeaves, clutching a Bible and 
towards Buchanan. 


though still not quite sure how 
she will vote tomorrow. 

Bui in nearby Greer, shines 
the other city, which Pat 
Buchanan the protectionist 
does not visit - a creation not 
of the Almighty but of German 
capitalism. BMW’s factorv, the 
Munich car manufacturer’s first 
in the Western hemisphere and 
as squeaky dean as the Bob 
Jones campus, is the shrine 
where his rival “mainstream" 
candidates make obeisance. On 
Wednesday Bob Dole, yesterday 
Lamar Alexander. “This is 
proof of how a free trade sys- 
tem creates jobs," insisted Mr 
Dole as he toured the glisten- 


ing plant. The day before Mr 
Dole turned up. the company 
announced a $200m expansion 
at Greer, creating at least 500 
new jobs by 199S, and bringing 
its total investment to SSOOm. 

In fact, the two worlds of up- 
state South Carolina not only 
coexist, but overlap. Students at 
Bob Jones do venture into Sa- 
tan's modem world, where their 
ingrained Christian virtues 
make them much prized by 
employers. 

For their part, the workers at 
BMW do go to church, and are 
doubtless no less concerned 
than Mr Buchanan by crime, 
abortion and (he other ills of 


late 20th century America. 

And in that paradox surely lies 
the key for the Republicans in 
this strange election year. For 
what it is worth, a new poll yes- 
terday showed Mr Dole, heav- 
ily promoted as usual by the 
great and good of the "local 
party, leading Mr Buchanan in 
the kate by 35 to 24 per cent. 
Mr Alexander trails with 13 
per cent, closely followed by 
Steve Forbes. But whatever the 
fluctuations of the race, one 
thing is certain. The man who 
can carry Bob Jones and BMW 
wins - not just South Carolina, 
but the nomination, and maybe 
the White House too. 


Final 
straw for 
German 
spy chief 


KEVIN UFFEY 
Reuter 

Bonn — The head of Ger- 
many's foreign intelligence ser- 
vice resigned yesterday after his 
spies were embroiled in scandals 
over selling secrets for cash 
and a sting operation to catch 
plutonium smugglers. 

The final straw for Konrad 
Porzner was the government's 
refusal to remove or retire two 
senior intelligence officials 
whose subordinates were be- 
lieved to be involved in an em- 
bezzlement scandal. 

The head of the Federal In- 
telligence Service (BNDl had 
won a reputation as a stickler 
for the rules who failed to keep 
close tabs on his staff or to keep 
the BND out of the firing line, 
particularly in the plutonium 
smuggling affair. 

Mr Porzner, hi. issued a 
terse statement saying the head 
of Helmut Kohl's chancellery, 
Friedrich Bohl. had refused his 
request to move or retire the 
two officials. “1 have therefore 
asked that I should be placed in 
early retirement." he said. 

As a career civil servant, this 
was in effect the only way he 
could resign. A government 
spokesman confirmed the 
request had been granted- 

An informed source said 
BND staff were being investi- 
gated for embezzling more than 
lm marks (£450.UOO) intended 
to buy the services of Russian 
officers leaving former East 
Germany. The men were also 
believed to have sold informa- 
tion on the Russian military to 
a British secret agent - prompt- 
ing Porzner 10 travel iu London 
loexpress his annoyance. 

Mr Porzner, a lone-lime 
member of parliament for the 
opposition Social Democrats, 
came under fire recently for 
refusing to let the BND inves- 
tigate the mysterious disap- 
pearance of millions of marks 
stashed abroad by East Ger- 
many's ruling Communist Par- 
ty, and now owed to the 
German state. He had already 
been undermined by accusa- 
tions that the BND virtually 
lured smugglers into bringing 
lethal plutonium into the coun- 
try on a passenger flight from 
Moscow in August 1994 in the 
hope of selling iL 
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Still paying for a 
credit card? 

TJ/ImiP 


Some banks charge as much as £12 a year for a 
credit: card, and as much as £90 for a Gold Card. 
These Co-operative Bank Visa cards are guaranteed 
free for life. You will never be charged an annual 
fee: Think what that could save you over a 
lifetime. You don’t even have to bank with us. 
You can transfer your existing balance from any 
other major credit card company at a special 


discount rate of just 1% per month (12.6% 
APR variable). So. if you owe say £3,000 on a 
Barclays or NatWest Bank credit card you could 
save up to £290 over two years* As for your 
credit limit, we guarantee to match what you 
currently have; (Our Gold Card carries a minimum 
£3,000 limit.) So call us free, and say goodbye 
to your annual fee. 


“Say ah’, 
breathe in - 
hold it, hold it 
- now breathe 
out. Take 
your shirt off 
and stand on 
here, no here. 
You ’ll feel a 
slight pain, 
just a bit 
longer, there. 
Now give me 
your arm ...” 


“There’s no need 
for a medical.” 


Private medical insurance doesn't have to be 
complicated or expensive. That's why we won't ask you 
to endure a medical when you apply. 

If you're looking for a straightforward, top-quality 
healthcare plan to suit your lifestyle and your budget, 
all it takes Is a phone call to us. 


0800 42 42 42 


When it comes to healthcare, 
we talk sense. 


NORWICH 

UNION 


No annual' fee. Ever. 


-f*y oH yonr «xtsm bww--* 

;. A, •*' : ”«£***■ ■' ** 


0800 135 000 

Call free quoting reference no. 57076 or post the coupon 


-o-vtsa Card dept,' Co-operative Bank pJ.C- FREEPOST (MRS 192), Manchester M I 9AZ 
or phone 0800 135 000 (24 hours a day. 7 days a week). Please use Nock capitals. 


No one protects more. 

INSURANCE, INVESTMENTS, HEALTHCARE, PENSIONS. 
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TONY 3AR8ER 

Europe Edrtcr 

The Mu>iim-k*d Bosnian gov- 
ernment declared the Sert- siege 
of Saraje*. o to be officially at an 
erd yesterday .liter taking con- 
trol «.«: the suburb oi Jliiss and 
a vital road connecting the cap- 
ita] to the rev oi Bosnia. "The 
siege of Sarajevo is pov. olil- 
eiaJiy over." said the Banian In- 
terior .Minister. Avdo Hebib. 
after he .mJ oilier government 
official-* arrived in I lij.es in a con- 
v.p. of bullet-proof car*;, police 
vehicles and fire engine.*. 

The Bosnian government re- 
claimed c.h u.ro! i.'f llijtis four 
\e.irs to the day after Bosnian 
Muslims and Croats voted in a 
referendum declare inde- 
pendence inm former Yu- 
g. »< Ia'.ia. 

Most Bosnian Serbs, who 
made up a bom one-third of 
Bosnia's pre-war population, 
h-wo'llcd the referendum, and 
full-scale conflict broke out in 
early .April T 1U I. 

ii’ijas T or.e of ilve Serb-con- 
: rolled suburbs oi S-rajc'o that 
the De.vton peace agreement 
viipuiai.'d should return to 
Muslim- Croat a’jll’.ority. As in 
the case of ocv '- cj. the first 
-uhiirh to pas* under Muslim- 
Croat eor.trol |y>l v.eek. mosi 
Serb residents of Nijas had tied 
'.heir homes ir. live days pre- 
ceding the handover. 

Out of iT.f-On people who 
!i. ed in juju.- at the end of the 
war. only about were still 
there :ii the beginning of this 
week, according to United Na- 
tion.- officials. 

Tile evacuation of Serbs con- 
tinued up to the last minute, 
v-ilh sever biases Utkina women 
and elderly people out oi IlijcL- 
on Vx'edncsduy afternoon tor the 
northern Bosnian Serb city of 
Banja Luka. 

lens of thousands ol' Serhs 
have left the live suburbs ahead 
of i he handover of power, v. hich 
is due in be completed by 2o 
March. Many hav e abandoned 
their homes under pressure 
from ! j« snian Serb authorities, 
v.iii i have whipped lip fears of 
Muslim persecution unJ made 
.normal life all but impossible In- 
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Spoils of division: A Hungarian soldier passes the remains of the Sava bridge, 90 miles east of Zagreb, one of 300 destroyed in Bosnia and Croatia in the war 


Photogaph: AP 


tripping the suburbs of their 
infrastructure. 

UN police said that some 
Serb residents haJ set ablaze an 
apartment block and several 
houses and cars in the 24 hours 
before the transfer of power in 
llijtts. Most houses and blocks 
of flats were -empty. 

The departure of the Serbs 
has struck a severe biow at 
international efforts to recon- 
stitute Sarajevo as ;he multi- 
national capital of a united 


Bosnia. The aim of the Bosnian 
Serb authorities appears in be 
the permanent physical sepa- 
ration of Serbs from Muslims 
and Croats, a goal they did not 
fully achieve during the war. 

The minority of Serbs who re- 
main loyal to the Bosnian gov- 
ernment and believe in a 
multi-national Bosnia have 
been shocked hy the tactics of 
the Bosnian Serb leaders based 
in Pale, outside Sarajevo. In a 
letter to the US Secretarv of 


State. Warren Christopher, the 
pro-government Serb Civic 
Council said: "Under pressure 
from the Pule authorities. Serbs 
are being pushed into an exo- 
dus of the worst kinJ. 

"They arc being forced to 
abandon ar.J burn their own 
houses and homo and to go 
into the unknown ... Unfortu- 
nately. the international com- 
munity. us in the case of 
Srebrenica, is quietly watching 
this tragedy and the final stages 


of the ethnic division ofBosniu- 
Herzsgovina." 

Some international observers 
have blamed Muslim authorities 
fur stoking the fears of Serb 
or iiians. Michael Steiner, an as- 
sistant to Carl BildL the top Eu- 
ropean Union representative in 
Bosnia, said Muslim police- 
men who entered Vogosca lust 
week had torn down the Serb 
Qag and trampled on it in the 
snow. 

“This is exactly what hap- 


pened - before the eyes of the 
Serb population, before Serb 
cameras. You can imagine what 
a disastrous effect this has on 
those who are still thinking 
about staying in the town." he 
said. 

The US ambassador to 
Bosnia. John Menzies. visited II- 
ijas to watch the transfer of 
power and expressed the hope 
that Serbs who hud left their 
homes would gradual 1> trickle 
back. "Damage in die town 


looks relatively limited. The 
city of Sarajevo is knitting itself 
back together again." he said. 

Control of Dijas was crucial 
to the Bosnian Serbs’ wartime 
strategv of maintaining a 
stranglehold on Sarajevo. It 
prevented the Muslim-led 
forces from capturing the main 
road north out of Sarajevo and 
linking the capita! with Visuko. 
a town that was under govern- 
ment control throughout the 
war. 
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Aznsr: Spanish John Major 
plays up his ordinariness 


Spaniards are getting used to 
the idea that the conservative 
Popular Party leader. Jose 
Maria Aznar. the man who 
addresses his shirt buttons when 
ho sneaks, is set to become their 
nexi prime minister. 

As the campaign lor Sunday 's 
elections closes today with the 
PP comfortably ahead. Mr Az- 
mi r. who once said, "lam alive 
because they have denigrated 
me", is being likened to John 
Major as an" example of how 
greyness can rule OK. 

With victory over the Social- 
ist Prime Minister. Felipe Gon- 
zalez. in sight, commentators 


are muling their previous con- 
tempt. to uncover hidden mer- 
its in the uncharismatic figure 
who has made the PP a con- 
vincing contender for govern- 
ment. Most conclude that what 
you see is w hat you get: "a sin- 
gle-lace ted. ordinarf man" says 
the traditionally pro-Socialist 
El Fuis newhpapei. 

The comparison with Mr 
Major gains force from context. 
Many, perhaps most- Spcuiiards 
- like Britons at the end of the 
Thatcher era - are weary of a 
long-sen ing glamorous leader 
who has filled the stage for more 
than 13 years and seduced them 
with promises. Many want not 
a crusader to chivvy them on 
forced marches but a quiet 


manager who will leave them 
alone. 

intentionally or not. Mr Az- 
nar's advisers emphasise his 
lack of qualities. One points out 
“his extraordinary normality ": 
another says, “he is a veiv or- 
dinary chap, sometimes exces- 
sively so". But the former tax 
inspector from a comfortable 
middle-class family has shown 
his steel. He has quietly imposed 
his will on the purn- he look over 
in 19S9. Potential challenger? or 
dissidents have been unplugged, 
and there is talk of fear in the 
party's upper reaches. 

He also showed mettle w hen 
he walked calmly front his Misl- 
ed heap nf a car after a bomb 
attack by ETA Basque sepa- 


ratists Iasi April. Mr Aznar's 
popular standing soared, and he 
even joked afterwards: "Now. it 
seems, i have charisma." 

Mr Aznar. 43 last vveekend. 
has run a slick campaign, avoid- 
ing territory where he risked be- 
ing ambushed, that of a 
face-to-face confrontation with 
Mr Gonzalez, and revealing 
only the barest, outline of what 
a PP government wuuld do. He 
makes a virtue of his Delphic ut- 
terances: “I promise nothing.” 
he says. "I have no commitment, 
to any person, sector or social 
group. 1 have .» completely free 
hand because 1 don't owe any- 
body anyihing.” He has also ex- 
ploited his deadpan personality. 
"I am calm, i am serene.” he 


assures his ^supporters, who 
roar their approval.- 

He has hxjsened up in the 
past weeks - perched on the 
edge of the pratform dangling 
his legs and soaking up the adu- 
lation - but not enough to dis- 
pel the impression that he 
would rather be in his office, or 
at home with his wile, three chil- 
dren and two cocker spaniels. 

Mr Aznar goes everywhere 
with his wife. Ana Botella. a 
bright, outgoing woman who has 
a popular following of her own. 
Her presence at every meeting 
breaks the mould of Spanish 
electioneering and prompts 
suggestions that they aspire to 
be an American -style presi- 
dential couple. Ms Botella. 


whose biography was published 
last year before that of her 
husband, pooh-poohs the idea. 
The first lady of Spain, she 
observes, is Queen Sofia. 

Ms Bold la embodies the 
traditional pre-feminist v.ioman 
for whom family is everything 
and whose life is fulfilled in the 
shadow of a powerful husband. 
She buys his clothes, doles out 
his pocket money. The couple 
reflect the kind of Spaniard Mr 
.Aznar seeks to attract: modern 
but respectful of tradition, 
educated but undaring. 

They are - to use one of Mr 
.Aznar's favourites words - "cor- 
rect'': Mr and Mrs Normal. 
"Spain," he says, “needs a spot 
of normality. '' 


IN KR1KF * 


Rwanda denies 
revenge massacres 

Paris — Rwanda yesterday 
denied a report in ihe French 
newspaper Li&iniri' ,f £ ihsL ii* 
ruling Tutsi minority, victim** :a 
genocide in 1994. had tnmcJ 
the tables and killed over 
100.000 of their Hutu opponents 
in u wave of revenge massacres. 

"The national unity gs»v-m- 
raent has never had a pc lie. ot 
systemaucexterminaiion of any 
part of the Rwandan people, a*' 
was the ease tor the previous 
regime." said (be Information 
Minister. Jean- Pierre Bizimano. 
in a statement distributed in 
Paris. “No investigation has 
ever confirmed ihe'graiuiious 
accusations of massacre-, 
whether in the form of exter- 
minations or systematic 
vengeance." Reiusr 

Cuba protest 

Havana — Cuba said that the 
United States had the means to. 
and should, stop a planned 
new foray of boats and planes 
by exiles near Cuba this week- 
end. adding that Cuba would 
use all means necessary to 
counter fresh violations of iis 
territory. Bci/.vr 

Prison riots spread 

Athens — Rioting in Greek pris- 
ons spread from the western city 
of Patras to a maximum secu- 
rity jail on the island of Corfu, 
where prisoners set buildings on 
fire and took nine guard* 
hostage. ~ Reuter 

Qatar plea to Paris 

Dubai — Qatar has rejected an 
Iranian offer to send 30,0n0 -sol- 
diers to help protea its security 
following an alleged plot and 
has turned to France instead, 
the London-based al-Hmai 
newspaper said, quoting a senior 
Qatari official. Qatar said Iasi 
week that two weeks ago it had 
foiled a plot against the gov- 
ernment and arrested around 
100 suspects. tower 

Curfew on workers 

Beirut — Prime Minister Rafik 
al-Haiiri brought in the army to 
impose a nationwide curfew 
and foil workers' protests in a 
showdown with labour that in- 
tensified concerns about his 
democratic credentials. Reu/.rr 

Killer’s bullet 

Merano — The same gun ap- 
parently fired the bullets that 
killed four people in what po- 
lice believe may be the work of 
a serial killer. "the .Ansa news 
agency said. Police said the 
bullet that killed the latest vic- 
tim, Paolo VccchiolinL on Tues- 
day appeared to have been 
fired from the gun involved in 
the other deaths. .4 P 

Hands off 

Canberra — The headteacher 
of an Australian school has 
banned his pupils from holding 
hands, labelling it a sexual act. 
Mick Sheehan, head of Sored 
District High School in Hobart 
in the island state of Tasmania, 
said the act of holding haads 
was inappropriate on school 
grounds, and threatened to sus- 
pend any student who defied the 
ban. Renter 
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P merger with Mobil herald a long overdue retail revolution 


news 




for the dull old petrol station? Nigel Cope reports 


them on the forecourts 
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insider how much has 
_ changed in the past 20 
years. Mrs Thatcher has come 
Whole sections erf 

B mtsh industry have been p” 
sfised Thj Fiia Division of 

League has 
become the Premiership. Punk 
and gone and come 
again. The Monarchy has 
to /? a P art beneath the 
weight of its own failed rela- 
tionshtps. And yet some things 
have remained remarkably the 
same, seemingly untouched by 
the march of progress - such as 
the traditional, drafty. oily 
petrol station forecourt. ' 
The forecourt formula has 
not changed much in those 20 
years. Not quite a building, but 
not an open space, these struc- 
rares are among the most ubiq- 
uitous and ugly in our culture. 
TTiey are aU roughly the same 
SMS- Their basic organisation — 
a few pumps, somewhere to 
pay with a few sweets, car 
products, drinks and cigarettes 

Unmanned 
stations have 
failed because 
three-quarters 
of customers 
like to pay cash 

-is largely unaltered from the 
mid-Seventies. While re tailing 
elsewhere has undergone a 
revolution - the arrival of US 
fast food chains, the rise of out- 
of-town shopping centres - the 
petrol station has been 
untouched. 

But change may be in the 
wind. Yesterday’s announce- 
ment that BP and Mobil are to 
merge their European petrol 
retailing businesses is probably 
the first stage in a long-awaited 
shake-up in an over-supplied 
and in some ways still old-fash- 
ioned industry’. 

The Mobil name will disap- 
pear from Britain but it is 
unlikely to be the last to gp. 
Petrol retailers are under such 
pressure, both from the super- 
market operators grabbing mar- 
ket share and from each other, 
that more mergers, takeovers 
and even perhaps bankruptcies 
are inevitable. In a fewyeais 
both the number of petrol sta- 
tions and the way they operate 
could be very different 
Having moved from the 
greasy’, overall-wearing petrol 
pump attendant in the 1950s 
and 1960s to the self-service 
operation with shops in the 
1980s, the market is set for the 
next stage in hs evolution. 

The number of petrol sta- 
tions is already falling fast 
There were 17.000 at the begin- 
ning of 1995. Forecasts suggest 
there could be just 10,000 by 
the end of 1997. 


fhake-out began in 
«tn»st last year when Frost 
Group, which trades under the 
Saw name, took aver Bunnah’s 
petrol stations. Elf's stations 
are up for sale and several 
other operators could soon 
decide to quit. 

*5*1 Sykes, head of the Inde- 
pendent Petrol Retailers Asso- 
ciation, savs: “This is the first of 
Jhany Such deals we are goirie 
to see. Other ofl companies wifi 
pull out of the UK - certainly 
by the summer. They are losing 
uioney selling petrol.*’ Those 
under pressure include Repso) 
Q8, Murco, Gulf and Rna. 

The main problem is over- 
supply. There are just too many 
brand names and too many 
stations chasing too few cars. 
The supermarkets have played 
a major part in the shake-out. * 
From a standing start five years 
ago the big four supermarket 
chains now have almost 25 per 
cent of the UK market Their 
higher sales volumes have 
enabled them to cut prices forc- 
ing BP, Shell and Esso to follow 
suit which has narrowed their 
profit margins. When Esso 
launched its Price Watch cam- 
paign in January, pledging to 
match the lowest prices within 
a three-mile radius, the game 
plan was clear - it wanted to 
grab share back from Sainsbury 
and Tfesco. 

But competition need not 
necessarily be on price alone. 
To date, petrol stations have 
done little to differentiate 
themselves from each other by 
the quality of service they pro- 
vide. Petrol stations seem ter- 
ribly alike: similar prices, 
almost identical stations and 
the same tired promotions 
offering free wine glasses in 
return for a handful of tokens. 

The entrance of the super- 
markets into the competition is 
forcing others to change tack. 

There are two main routes 
the petrol stations can take to 
respond to the competition. 
They can either become more 
streamlined, to cm costs and 
prices. Or they might seek to 
differentiate themselves by 
offering a distinctive service. 

One obvious cost-cutting 
route is to introduce unmanned 
stations. Both Shell and Q8 are 
testing, unmanned stations 
where customers pay by credit 
card. Unmanned petrol sta- 
tions have proved hugely pop- . 
alar m Scandinavia. They are 
the norm in Italy for sales after 
dusk. Previous UK trials have 
foundered on concerns for cus- 
tomer safety. Ron Frost, chief 
executive of the Frost Group, is 
sceptical. He says unmanned 
outlets have been “a monu- 
mental failure” in the past 
because they rely on credit card 
payments while three quarters 
of all customers still pay for 
their petrol by cash. 

The other route is to bring 
back the pump attendant. It is 
easy to imagine what Mac- 
Donalds would do with petrol 


A brief 
history of 


\ pump 



How they do 
it abroad 

Rome 

Italians love cars almost as much 
as their mothers. A good fitting 
station will give you not just p=trc; 
but the automotive equivalent of 
a manicure. But after dart:, when 
the only open garages are 
unmanned, you usually have to 
battle with unreliable automatic 
vending machines. 

France 

Over the p 2 st 25 years more 
than half of France’s service sta- 
tions nave gone out of business, 
victims often of aggressive pne- 
ing policies by hypermarkets, 
which use low prices to attract 
customers. Almost half the 
country's petroi is now sold at 
such outlets, usually self-service. 

. A big oil company recently intro- 

i. » - duced service with a smile - 

’ • - including cleaning windscreens 
• - to help create jobs - but it 
f.. seems unlikely to catch on. 

i J-V Hong Kong 

,f.y Self-service has yet to reach 
^ petrol station forecourts in Hong 

Kbbfi' but so has price compe- 
W r-1**? tition. Every petrol station in the 
colony charges the same prices 
for all petrol products. So petrol 
stations attempt to lure cus- 
tomers with gifts such as tis- 
sues, bottled mineral water and 
other soft drinks. Very few petrol 
stations offer additional ser- 
vices such as windscreen clean- 
ing, but as there are always a 
number of attendants on hand 
they wilt check oil, water and 
battery fluid. 


The Fifties were the best time, 
in the words of the Esso com- 
mercial. to “put a tiger in your 
tank". Every gas station checked 
your oil and water, washed your 
windshield and filled your tank 
while you sat back and rested. 
Today you can still get so-called 
full service but your petrol can 
cost as much as 50 per cent 
more than for self-service. 

Japan 

Driving into a Tokyo service sta- 
tion is like being guided in to 
land a jumbo jet, with a small 
team of willing attendants on 
hand to help you. While you sit 
In a room with a television, they 
will fill your tank, clean your win- 
dows and check oil and water 
levels as well as tyre pressure 
before assembling to wave you 
off the forecourt 


stations. There would be staff 
io neatly pressed uniforms with 
baseball hats offering a sharp 
line in patter and a winning 
smile. Or there could be Virgin- 
style petrol stations, with loud 
music, bright colours and lots of 
young people serving you. 

One of the reasons for the 


shortcomings of petrol retailing 
is that it is largely in the hands 
of ofl companies who are bet- 
ter at finding, drilling, produc- 
ing and refining the stuff than 
they are at selling it in an 
attractive and friendly way. 

There are lessons to be 
learned from other countries. 


In the US some operate a 
drive-thru system where a pad 
on the pump can take orders 
for a Big Mac, large fries and 
Coke. The driver then coasts 
towards the service point 
where they pay for their petrol 
and pick up their burger. Some 
UK companies such as Texaco 


have started opening drive- 
thru restaurants. 

However, the UK market is 
sceptical about these innova- 
tions. Shell says the Japanese 
like more service because the 
car is seen as more of a status 
symbol. Drivers in this country 
might not like attendants bang- 


ing the pump nozzle against the 
car. it sajs. 

So it seems that perhaps very 
little will change, despite the 
ferocity of the competition. 
Petrol stations will continue to 
be drafty. oily, charmless places. 
Indeed the price war will drive 
out some of the weakest play- 


ers. Small local petrol stations 
- the Iasi bastions of the per- 
sonal touch - will be the main 
casualties. In Scotland things 
have already got so bad that a 
development agency has 
awarded a £50,000 grant to 
help a Highlands petrol station 
to stay open. 
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Stage set for a 
Bottomley farce 

Bad news for the MP for Surrey Sou* 
West The constitupicy’s treasured Red- 
- grave Theatre has just received grievous 
news from the funders at South East 
Arts - no funds are available to reopen 
the theatre. , . ' 

This has led to much gnashmg of 
fe, teeth in Eamhara, and bad-mouthing of 

w the South East Arts bods and their ulti- 
mate masters at the Department of 
'National Heritage — ruled, it has to be 
said, by the MP for Surrey South west, 
one Virginia Bottomley. . 

: This is hugely embarrassing for Mrs 
Bottomley, who has supported the cam- 
paign to reopen the Redgrave, which 
closed, after 20 
years, in Janaary last 

year. She had also 

praised ’Waveriey 

GHindTs Herculean 
fundraising efforts. 

“I rang Mrs Bot- 
tom! cy a week ago, 
when ! got the fust 
whiff that the SEA 
might be withdraw- 

... ing their assurances 

of .support after a year of watching os 
sweat to raise funds at a time when our 
budget was cutty over £lm, saysAima 
Thomson, the council’s leader. 
Bottomley was appalled and said: m 

course the theatre must be saved. 

V f i Otywiisfy, now I will be going back 
tofcer to see what suggestions she has. 

Flagship hits the rocks 

TTram^has^eariy gone \o Panorama's 

TV awanfe 'fo^^^Kmcess of Tfcbles 
interview,' ^ J^^hesday busy wiping 
(he egg bfflts - ■■ 

. On Monday viewers 

sai dowir to: watch JZmpresr on the 
Rocks. Instead, they were treated to a 
'distinctly no^aWard-winamg: hiatus - 
and then shown an old repeat. What 


could possibly have gone wrong? 

“Ob, just a minor technical fault, 
that’s alt.’* is the breezy official BBC 
response- “A little problem with the 
soundtrack.” 

. Er, that’s not quite the whole stoty, 
according to my source. There. was 
indeed a soundtrack problem, but staff 
had given themselves just an tour to edit 
it Then the equipment didn’t work. 
Then they couldn’t find anyone to mend 
it With panic reaching fever pitch, 
frantic minions dashed to put oh a 
standby programme, only to discover 
that they couldn’t find the tape. Cue 
muddle, muse and red faces all round. 

When they finally found something to 
stick on. it was a documentary called&f- 
vaging Babies. 


Salvaging oil tankers had been what 
viewers were really after. Doubtless 
there are a few BBC technicians now 
busy salvaging their jobs. 


Break for young M^jor 

It seems that the self-effacement of our 
Prime Minister knows no bounds. At a 
reception given yesterday by his former 
employer. Standard Chartered Bank in 
Bangkok, he was reintroduced to his for- 
mer friend and colleague Lionel Mee. 
Mee was the man who carried the 
stretcher bearing the wounded Major on 
to the VC10 that was to take him out of 
Nigeria after his car accident in 1967. 


Major therefore gave a little speech 
about their time in West Africa. “Nige- 
ria” he said, somewhat understating the 
case, “was in a volatile situation.” The 
bank had therefore asked for volunteers 
to work there. Six were selected. “I have 
since come to the conclusion," the PM 
said, “that the reason for my selection 
was that 1 was, in fact, expendable ” 




Prince of hyperbole 

The Prince of Wales has been focusing 
on the problems of bad communication 
recently. No, this is nothing to do with 
his divorce from the nation’s leading 
spin doctor, but his 
participation in a 
stunt by the Plain 
En glish Campaign. 

The campaigners 
are planning to 
bury a time capsule, 
packed with exam- 
ples Of the “ordi- 
nary” English of the 
past 25 years. The 
Prince offered his very own pastiche of 
hyperbole. It goes: “It was when I was 
still a juvenile future constitutional fig- 
urehead substitute that I first became 
sensitised by mother-tongue abuse 
awareness.” 

Make what you will of that. 







Invisible revolutionaries 

There was a nasty moment when I 
arrived at London's Reform Gub on 
Wednesday night for the launch of The 
Blair Revobiion by Peter Mandelson 
and Roger Liddle. 1 thought I bad 
come to the wrong place. The room was 
packed with Lib Dems. There was 
scared}' a Labour bod in sight (and cer- 
tainly not Tbny Blair), but pieces of 
paper hung everywhere quoting John 
Major: “I have not read the book, but 
it sounds an extremely good buy ..." 

Eagle Eye 


Which healthcare 
plan offers yo u mor e 
foryoiir money? 





■ Most low-cost 
' p lans ' 

Typical cost 

£ 12- £20 

a month* 

PRIVATE MEDICAL 
INSURANCE 
Typically, cover for 
Inpatient hospital can? 
and some associated 
ircatmcnts/scniccs. 


* 5 tngltr person aged 24 



Fpjm 


£ 10.34 


a month* and include*: 


PRIVATE MEDICAL INSURANCE: 

Full cover for all In-patient hospital treatment 
and cover for some associated sen’ ices. 


UP TO 4500 HEALTH CASH A YEAR: 

An annually replenished fund to pay towards 
health treatments including dental, optical and 
other healthcare expenses. 


LUMP SUM DISABILITY AND DEATH COVER: 
L'p io 43000 for accidental injury and up to 46000 
for accidental death. 


i br more dcliiiJs and lIic.opti«.»jj of 
unmcdifitii hn free on 


0800560560 

Monday io Friday IFum : Spirt)' 


PLEASE miCITE REE AlMtT.1 

Lifetime Healthcare 

Excellent value . . 
at every Staff of your life. 


Genera! 


To: Ujal a (tfiKidJ - Hnlihrav, FREEPOST H.nr. E» Sutvx. B.V* 1 BR 

^ YES I want 10 krw*-* more abuut diinirw personal healthcare plan 
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The hypocrites of 
the officer class 


I t is alarming how long it takes for this 
Government to learn a lesson. Its rep- 
utation may never fulfy recover from its 
cynical ha nJ ling of the Scott report. Not 
a" single minister has resigned or even 
admitted responsibility for The long list of 
failings detailed in the report, from sys- 
tematically misleading Parliament to seri- 
ous professional misjudgements. BuL as 
we reveal today, it gets worse. 

Add to the charges of dereliction of 
duty, stupidity and arrogance, rank 
hypocrisy. Ministers have escaped blame 
for changing British policy on arms sales 
to Iraq without telling Parliament. But of 
course that does not stop them looking for 
a few civil servants to cany the can. In yet 
another demonstration of the culture* of 
arrogance among those who rule us. the 
officers have decided that the troops in 
the ranks should he punished. The top 
brass, who directed the arms-tci-Iraq pol- 
icy. will not be in the firing line. Sir Robin 
Butler, the Cabinet Secretary, is in the 
clear. The man who told the Scott inquiry 
that ministers had a right to withhold 
information from Parliament, who mas- 
terminded the Government’s distorted 
and deceitful presentation of the Scott 
report, will not be facing disciplinary 
action. His career will not be affected by 
revelations of how he. the chief mandarin, 
presided over a civil service that failed the 
public interest and hid what was going on 
in a confusion of half-truths. Sir Robin can 
look forward to his peerage for services 
rendered. 

The officials whose careers may be 
blighted arc more junior civil servants, 
those who perhaps drafted the mislead- 
ing parliamentary answers, those who 
faded to tell ministers about changes in 


the guidelines on arms sales, those who 
appeared to turn a blind eye to the type 
of equipment being supplied to Iraq. 

Such behaviour should be reviewed. 
The Srott report paints a picture of an 
administrative machine that is a law unto 
itself, unchecked by Parliament and often 
beyond the grasp of ministers. The civil 
servants who make this machine work 
should be held to account But, though 
hardly innocents, most of the junior offi- 
cials who may have their behaviour 
inquired into were just doing their jobs. 
They are part of a network of unac- 
countable power and by no means the 
most important part of it To blame and 
punish them in isolation would be grossly 
unfair. 

Rather than punishment, what is 
needed by the civil service, not lo men- 
tion the people it is meant lo serve, is a 
Freedom of Information Act, a statutory 
code of conduct enshrining civil servants' 
duty to blow the whistle on ministers 
whom they believe to be misleading Par- 
liament and an independent ombudsman 
in whom they can confide. None of this 
is on the Government's agenda. Instead, 
the minions have been targeted to take 
some of the blame that ministers were not 
prepared to shoulder. It all amounts to 
extraordinary hypocrisy. But worse than 
that, it shows how damaging it has been 
for ministers to refuse to take responsi- 
bility for their actions. As a result of the 
appalling example they have set, it will 
now be more difficult legitimately to 
hold to account any part of the govern- 
ment machine. “Blame-free government,'’ 
that is the modem Tory doctrine, unless 
you are unfortunate enough to be a mere 
footsoldier of the slate. 


Spain’s debt to 
Felipe Gonzalez 


A n era is drawing to a close in Spain. 

After more than 13 years of Social- 
ist rule, voters seem likely to throw out 
Felipe Gonzalez, the Prime Minister, in 
Sunday’s elections and replace him with 
Josif Maria Aznar and his conservative 
Popular Party. II is a tribute to the solid- 
ity of Spain’s post-Franco democratic 
institutions that this transfer of power, 
should it occur, will seem as normal an 
event as it would be in any other western 
European country . Democracy has taken 
root so firmly in Spain that the Franco era, 
which ended only 21 years ago. already 
seems a distant episode of history. 

Mr Gonzalez deserves much of the 
credit for this. The firebrand political 
activist of the Sixties and early Seventies, 
elected leader of the then illegal Socialist 
Party at the age of 32. matured during his 
premiership into a thoughtful, pragmatic 
statesman. He took Spain into the Euro- 
pean Union, maintained its membership 
of Nato. presided over an impressive mod- 
ernisation of the economy and introduced 
overdue social reforms such as the legali- 
sation of divorce. Above all, he made a vital 
contribution to his country's long-term 
political stability by demonst rating that the 
left could govern Spain without everything 
going to rack and ruin, inviting a backlash 
from the right. This was a great achieve- 
ment in a country whose earlier history had 
been punctuated by violent disputes 
between radical forces of the left and 
authoritarian forces of the right. 

Yei the later years of the Gonzalez era 
have not been so happy. A string of finan- 
cial scandals involving some of Spain's 


most senior bankers and businessmen has 
tarnished the government's image. Worse 
still has been the discovery that Spain's 
security forces waged a “dirty war" in the 
Eighties against separatist Basque guer- 
rillas. It’s undear to what extent the gov- 
ernment, and Mr Gonzalez personally, 
were directly involved, but the affair has 
cast a dark shadow over Spanish politics 
for more than a year. 

On the economic front, too, the Social- 
ists have lost their touch. Almost 23 per 
cent of the Spanish workforce is unem- 
ployed. Spain has the highest unemploy- 
ment rate in the European Union. Among 
people aged 16 to 25. the rate is a shock- 
ing 42 per cenL It is disturbing that even 
when the Spanish economy expands - and 
it enjoyed 3 per cent growth last year - it 
makes barely a dent in the ranks of the job- 
less. Given the scale of Spain's unemploy- 
ment problem it's hardly surprising that 
more and more politicians are privately 
questioning the advisability of Spam's 
effort to join a single European currency 
in 1999. Other elements of the Gonzalez 
legacy are also under scrutiny, particularly 
the regulation of the economy. 

Since losing their absolute majority in 
the election of June 1993. the Socialists 
have seemed tired, bereft of ideas and 
directionless. A spell in opposition might 
be the best thing for them. Yet if Gonza- 
lez is defeated on Sunday that should not 
blind us to the broader historical verdict 
that be has made perhaps the greatest 
contribution of any single politician is 
securing Spain as a modem Western 
democracy. 
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Medical negligence: suing for compensation, or just saving sorry? 


From Mr Gerald Malone 
Sir Polly Toynbee is right to 
hi ghlig ht the risk of clinical neg- 
ligee claims swallowing increas- 
ing amounts of NHS cash better 
spent on patient care ("Legal 
leeches are bleeding the NHS", 
2S February). But she missed a 
number of recent developments. 

A scheme for mists has been 
set up to help manage clinical 
negligence liabilities. It will 
smooth out the impact of big 
claims -and build an expertise in 
handling complex casework. We 
need NHS gamekeepers to keep 
the smart legal poachers Ms 
Toynbee fears firmly at bay. PQot 
studies of mediation techniques 
as an alternative to court action 
are also under way. 

And a new complaints proce- 
dure, based on the Wilson com- 
mittee report, comes into effect 
on 1 April - no longer the three- 
month wait for the cursory reply 
from a faceless official. Now, 
chief executives will have to han- 
dle complaints personally, within 
tight deadlines. 


Saying sorry quickly is the right 
way to convince patients that 
their views are being taken seri- 
ously and that the NHS is pre- 
pared to learn- lessons when 
things do go wrong. 

Yours etc, 

Gerald Malone 
M inister for Health 
Department of Health 
London, WC2 

From Mr Daniel Jaynes 
Sin I agree entirely with Polly 
Toynbee. We must try to stop the 
gravy train that views financial 
compensation as being the counter 
balance to feelings of being 
wronged -which is exemplified at 
is lowest level with the Citizens 1 
Charter mentality that sets differ- 
ent levels of compensation for 
particular service Mures. 

There does remain a need to 
provide compensation for losses 
of income caused by accidents 
and illness. Such a system should 
not depend on the finding of fault 
and so remove the need for 
lawyers and litigation. 


Encouraging personal insur- 
ance is one solution; perhaps the 
public expenditure spent on 
lawyers’ fees and tortious levels 
of damages could be better spent 
on establishing a comprehensive, 
no- fault compensation scheme 
' similar to the Criminal Injuries. 
Compensation Scheme. - 
Yours, 

Dan Jaynes 
Newcastle upon Tyne 


From Mr Phillip Sycamore 
Sin There is a serious debate' to 
be had about the growth in darns 
of negligence against all profes- 
sionals, but it is nonsense to 
claim that the Law Society takes, 
the view that there shoM be . soUdhm' have put sp posters 


and has heM discussants with the 
BMA. What is required is a sys- 
tem that satisfies Che patient’s 
wish for an apology and expla- 
nation (and compensation ut 
appropriate cases) while not cru- 
;dfyingthedoctor. 

! ' Ms Toynbee asserts that only 
. 12 per cent of medical negligence 
r daimssucceed, but the chairman 
of the Legal Aid Board recently 
reported that 66per cent of med- ' 
teal negligence claims that come 
tor court are successful. Chums 
with a poor chance of success are 

* weeded out by solicitors at ari. 

• early stage without reaching the 

courts. ■ . a . ’. 

Ms Toynbee complains" that 


more, not less, litigation: We 
have a long record of supporting 
alternative methods of resoMng 
disputes. 


that draw attention to the right to 
claim for compensation. She mis- 
undeistands the purpose of these. 
Research shows that as many as 


In particular, there is a dear' 70 per cent of accident victims 
need for less litigious ways of may not realise their right to 


solving disputes about medical 
accidents. The Society has put 
that view forward to Lord 
Woolfs review of avfl justice, 


daim compensation and few 
appreciate that most who cause 
accidents have insurance to cover 
claims. This public in fo rm ation 


service has been encouraged by 
NHS' Thists. who earn! money 
from the placing of advertise- 
ments. WouW NHSTrusts allow 
these advertisements if they 
merely eacouraged daims for 
medical negjigenre gainst them- 
selves?. ! 

Yoars faithfully, 

. Phillip Sycamore _'.v 
The Law Society : . 

London, WC2 . 

From Dr Barbara Dc yertaux 
Sir Polly Toynbee 'draws' farther 
attention to the vast amounts of 
public money spent by the Legal 
Aid Board on finawang largely 
unsuccessful m e di cah pharma- 
ceutics] Brigadon’ ■-• 

A central point is die irrecov- 
erable cost of. defending' these 
actions, against which the expen- 
diture by the LegalAid Board 
pales into insignificancy. Surely 
these monies woifld be . better 
.spent on patient care? . 

Yours triuy; • 

Barbara Deverekux. . 
■Swanscombe, Kern -- 


Contracts crucial 
to competitive gas 

Front Mr Peter Sangumetti 
Sir Lord Gillford (Letters, in 
Febntaiy) is swift to attack British 
Gas over “take or pay" contracts. 
Ninety-eight per cent of con- 
tracts were signed before the 
Government decided to acceler- 
ate the development of domestic 
competition in December 1993. 
Indeed, 55 per cent of these con- 
tracts were actually signed before 
British Gas was privatised in 
1986. 

Furthermore, it was not until 
we had seen our market share in 
the commercial and industrial 
market eroded by 65 per cent - 
against an MMC target of 45 per 
cent - that we were allowed to 
compete on a fair and equal 
basis. 

These long-term contracts are 


a legacy of the monopoly era 
when British Gas, as the licensed 
monopoly supplier, was legally 
obliged to purchase gas to meet 
the most demanding weather 
conditions. The potential liabili- 
ties arising from these long-term 
purchase contracts are the result 
of restructuring the industry in 
order to create a frilly competi- 
tive market. British Gas has not 
called for an MMC inquiry into 
this. 

If the introduction of competi- 
tion into the domestic gas indus- 
try is to be a success, the issue of 
the long-term monopoly contracts 
must be addressed by the indus- 
try as a whole. It would be iniqui- 
tous for this burden to fall solely 
on British Gas's shareholders. 
Yours faithfully, 

Peter Sangutnetti 
Director of Corporate Affairs 
British Gas 
London. SW1 
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Hong Kong cares for its citizens 


From Mr Ion Stmchan 
Sir. In reply to Stephen Vines’s 
article (28 February) on die “Vic- 
tims of cold" weather in Hong 
Kong: the sick and the elderly axe 
more vulnerable to sudden 
changes in temperature. How- 
ever, the number of deaths we 
experienced in Hong Kong over 
the Chinese New Year holidays 
was in line with the average for 
this time ofyear. The Director of 
Health has confirmed that none 
of the post-mortems conducted 
has shown hypothermia to. be a 
cause of death. . 

Hong Kong has 1,100 people 
who sleep on tibe streets. Ail have 
been offered alternative accom- 
modation by my department. 
During last week’s cold speB, one 
street sleeper died. He was a 
drug abuser who had chosen to 
move out of his famfly bame. 


Our social security system in 
Hong Kong is not rudimentary. 
Those supported by it are not in 
“unbearable poverty”- Over the 
past three years the average pay- 
ments to a single social security 
customer have increased by 29 
per cent in real terms. The cur- 
rent payment, at £220 per month, 
is broadly equivalent to the UK 
old-age pension rate. Tbtal expen- 
diture on social security in Hong 
Kong has doubled over the past 
three years. 

While Hong Kong is not a 
welfare state r- nor will it 
become one - the Hong Kong 
government cares for the wel- 
fare of our citizens. ' 

Yoars sincerely, 

Ian Strachan 
D irector of Social Welfare 
Hong Kong Government 
Hong Kong : ‘ ‘ 


Ask not for whom the siren blares 


A s regular readers will know, 1 am 
a great collector of that modern 
kind of folk verse known as motorway 
ballads, and I was to/d this one the 
other day by a man I gave a lift to at 
Taunton Deane. He later got out at 
Membury Service Station on the M4. 
together with my mobile phone and 
in-ear fax machine. However, he did 
leave this long poem behind, which 
deals with that perennial motorway 
mystery: what happens if you fill up 
with petrol and forget to pay for it? 
Mr and Mrs Meredith 
And their liule boy and girl 
Were driving down to the coast one 
day. 

Out for a bit of a whirl. 

When Rather said, “Oh me, oh my. 
We're very low on fuel!" 

And so they stopped to get some 
more. 

Which is the normal rule. 

While Father filled Ihe petrol tank 
Mama bought bags of sweets 
And crisps’" and chocolate-coated 
bars. 

And other tasty eats. 

For she got bvired on long car trips 
And so she sat and ate 
Which help to stave off boredom 
But made her overweight... 

And when the sweets were 
purchased 

And pennies had been spent 



MILES KINGTON 


Papa switched on the engine 
And said: “OK - let’s went!" 

{One of those jocular phrases 
Which fathers like to use 
Thinking they sound quite comical. 
Though no one shares their 
views ...) 

And mother took a sweetie 
And the kids got belted up 
And Dad revved up the engine 
And said out loud: “Hey yup!” 

And he left the service area 
To retain the motorway 
Totally oblivious 
That he’d forgotten to pay! 

Yes, stricken by amnesia 
He’d offered no credit card. 

Nor even reached for his cheque 
book 

So before he’d gone a yard 
The girl at the petrol counter 
(The one marked “PUMPS 1-9"} 
Had picked up her secret telephone 
And got the police on the line. 


“It’s Sue at Northbound Petrol 
Reporting an abscondee. 

A guy in a red Fiesta, 

Owing £30.43." 

“OK, Susan, gotcha. 

Just leave it up to os. 

We'll get the money back to you 
- Nae bother and nae fuss." 
Meanwhile poor Mr Meredith. 
Unaware of his fate. 

Drove at a stead)- 60, 

While his wife sat there and ate. 
And a couple of miles behind him 
A police car. Dashing blue lights. 
Looked for the red Fiesta 
To get him bang to rights. 

And the gap between them lessened 
As cars got out of the way. 

For when a police car Dashes us. 
We normally tend to obey. 

And breathe a little sigh of relief 
And thank our lucky stars. 

As the police sweep past, a -chasing 
Some other car, not ours. 

But just when Mr Meredith 
Was in danger of having to stop, 
Another driver, called Reggie, 
Looked round and saw the cop. 
Now, the car that Reg was drivin g 
Was stolen property. 

And Reggie's basic instinct 
Was to step on the gas and flee. 
And so he went up to 90, 

And then went into a skid. 

And then was hit by the policeman 


(Whose name, I think, was Sid). 
And there was a massive pile-up 
Of 100 cars or more, 

Who ail crashed into each other. 
And lay there, door to door. 

While further down the motorway 
The Meredith family 
Carried on quite bDthely 
To their day out by the sea. 

And when they read the paper 
The next day, back at base, 
Father's mouth dropped open 
And a happy smile came to his face. 
“We were lucky yesterday, mother. 
When we went down the M. 

There were masses of cars in a 
pile-up 

- See this picture of theml” 

“What was the cause?" said Mother. 
“Police chase, apparently. 

Going too fast in the fast lane 
And then - well, you can see.” 
“Well, we were lucky," said Mother 
Looking for wood to touch. 

And when she said she was lucky, 
She didn’t know how much. 

Now listen, all you drivers, 

And harken well to me. 

Next time you go to London 
Or down the M3 to the sea. 

When the police sirens are 
sounding 

And the lights behind are blue. 
Ask not whom they are chasing 

- The siren blares for you! 


Capital plans 

From Mr Robert Evans, MEP 
Sin Exciting times lie ahead for 
Londoh. Hollywood Hillingdon 
to the west. Glorious Greenwich 
to the East Menydom for the 
Millennium. 

But can our creaking capital 
cope? I have already raised my 
concerns about London’s ill- 
equipped infrastructure with the 
relevant authorities ahead of this 
summer’s Euro 96 football festival 

The proposed huge new devel- 


opments will bring much-needed 
inward investment but will local 
residents be consulted, wiH the 
environment get a look m and 
will the welcome employment 
opportunities be simply Mickey 
Moose jobs? Let’s learn some, 
lessons from other European 
capitals and begin with a proper : 
strategic authority to take Lon-l-f 
don into .the 21st century. - ! 
Yours,' - 

Robert Evans 
. MEP for London NW (Lab) 
Wembley, Middlesex 


Tax break 

From The Rev Paul Nicobon 
Sir. The Home Secretary has 
announced that his Enforcement 
of Financial Penalties Working 
Group is considering alterna- 
tives to imprisoning people for 
the non-payment of fines and TV 
licences (report, 14 February). It 
is not, however, considering alter- 
natives to imprisoning people 
for non-payment of local taxes. 
They are dvil debts, not criminal 
punXsiuneuts. 

Civil debtors will receive 
harsher treatment than petty crimr 
Inals if imprisonment is abolished 
for fines and TV licences but not 
for taxes. frseecB right, therefore, 
for the working group to expand 
its brief to include the enforce- 
meat of local taxes in order to. 
avoid such an unjust anomaly. 
Yours faithfully, ’ 
PaulNicolson 
T reasurer, Campaign A gainst 
Poll Thx I m p ri s onme nt 
Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire 


China service 

From Mr Derrick Streeton 
Sir: The Government will draw, 
some comfort from the feet thai 
. Chinese takeaways (and Chinese 
speakers) can be found in afl our 
coastal towns. ... 

Yours sincerely,, ; 

Derrick Streets? ‘ . • 
Westcliffe-oo-Sea, Essex ' a 
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News askew v 

From Mrs G D Williams : 

Sir. The BBC's priorities were 
askew last night the .branding 
divorre between the Prince and 
Princess of Wiles was. headlined 
on die 7pm news on Radio ^tak- 
ing precedence over tberaccotd 
between Prinie Mimftors'Majbr 

and Bruton on Nortfa em lreland. 
The latter was good news; lb 6 

former was noTnews'af all. 

Yours faithfully, V ' - ’ " ' ‘ 

<3 D Williams 
L ondon, W9' 


After the snift 
the side-effects 

FromMrAJanKCeauer .? . 

Sin William Hartston is a cau- 
tious chess .player, bufperhaps 
hot cautious enough when decid- 
ing on vasectomy (6 February 
1996). I admit he <fitf consider the 
matter for three yeats bull hardly 
thinklOd^p^-opaatireis^ 
time for seff-congratajatioa. 

fiiour detailed sai^crf68 men 
whahad sutauittedtoyaBectoniy, 
at a . median, time/of nearly .10 
yd^^insuqgezy.w^foima that 
.vasectomy -fin tte.jpfrfcrds’ pet- 
ception).h^eraely ; affected a' 
minority of patitmissireti that 12 
percent of fotm hatfhnpmrinent - 
of Kudftoqgasmic ihfeasjfy, and 
execfifevfdfcOTOh, 3pde.\0miy 61 
per; cent Said-lib^ • 

complet^y ^n^nnb ed (Brito/ 1 

For the momentT#mot pro- 
mote .this operajibB to-, hiy 
patien Is .with unmitigated enthu - 

bftjpays ojffoi him.. -. v-V 
Ybuxs faithfully, 

KGANTER '••••’ • ; • 

Bridge ^dMetficatCentig. . - 
Liverpool ! • • 


Scottish lessons 


Bom Mr Andrew Tfidmbury .. 

Sxn Lnbti^ wilh interest your, 
article “Chfffbr exam foreplace 
A-levels" <29Eebrumy). Appar- 
ently, the House 6C ’Commons 
select commiltee^oa education 
suggests thai ‘'students might . . 
take five ati^ectefor one y&M” 
andihis is ^ intended ib widen stu- 
dCTts^^udfeS and be a “passport 
to univers^'.Tliis sceins to me 
a fan descriptiod ot the Scottish 
Hrgber grade examinations., . 

. lnl9»5,T sfndiedsnthigbers, 
and -on the basis, of my results 
went cm. to 'study hi a Scottish 
university. Might JI suggest Sir 
Malcolm Thornton’s committee 
take atrip north of the border? 
Yoars sincerely. 

Andrew .ThOrnbukv 

Aberdeen . 

Front Ms Nicola Mitchell 
Sin Jutfitfr Jodd’s article suggests _ . 
foe Scots have a post-16 education 
system remarkably similar to the ";' 
.sensible proposal to be. made fey 7 
Sir Rob Dealing. Are those of us ' - 
who have received aScotti^.eAt- : ; 
cation really any more .weU-.; 
rounded than our EngBsh friends? 
Yours sincerely, - . 

Nicola Mitc&eu. : . . 1 ./ . 
London, W13 
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Marriage break-up boosts economic activity 
but increases the gap between rich S 


T hanks to Charles and Di’s 

divorce ihe country is 
going to be millions richer Or 
rather, that is what the eco- 
nomic statistics would show if 
it were possible to unbundle 
them -which is a powerful rea- 
son for us all to be profoundly 
concerned about the economic 
costs of divorce. Let’s look at 
some numbers, first of all for 
the additional economic activ- 
ity generated, and then for the 
impact on the taxpayer. 

The legal costs for an agreed 
£15m settlement like this ought 
not to be more than £500 TOO 
Technically, this is not axi 
unusual case by British or even 
international standards, but I 
suspect the costs of the royal 
divorce will torn out to be 
somewhat above the norm, 
because the associated public- 
ity wiU require the lawyers to do 
•tilings they would not otherwise 
do. So there wil] be a lot of 
additional hours, and since 
lawyers charge by the hour this 
wffl be expensive. We may need 
to. increase the estimate above 
by a factor of up to five. 

An these fees, like all legal 
activity, appear in the country's 
Gross Domestic Product. From 
the point of view of national 
accounts it is irrelevant whether 
people spend money on law- 
yers, BMWs or a health club - 
to choose three of the big ticket 
items in the Charles/Di sphere. 
They all show in the nation’s 
GDP, although since the BMW 
is imported, only the sales, 
advertising and servicing for 
that item would register. 
National statistics make no 
moral judgements about the 
usefulness of the activity, they 
just record it 

Indeed, from a purely econ- 
omic point of view you could 
actually argue that it is better 
for the country that we should 
spend money on divorce than 
on buying imported cars, for 
one carries a balance of pay- 
ments cost, whereas the other 
has no import content. 

Exactly the same arguments 
apply to all die legal costs of the 
pother 200,000-odd divorces 
^thattake place each year in '.the 
UK: they increase GDP. Ifthey 
did not take place, all the asscK' 
dated costs would not appear 
and, notionally, the country 
would be poorer. 

There is, however, an addi- 
tional element to the Charles/Di 
divorce which does not apply to 
that of lesser mortals. This is the 
additional activity generated in 
the media and entertainment 
businesses. Every additional 
news programme, every book, 
every extra sale of a ma g azin e, 
every syndicated photo, all add 
to our GDP. Putting a figure on 
all this must be guesswork 



because you cannot know how 
much attention the world would 
give to the couple had their 
marriage continued. But my 
own guess, for what it is worth, 
would be well into the hundreds 
of millions, maybe upwards of 
a bfflion. 

If that sounds a bit absurd, 
consider the revenues of a 
blockbuster movie such as Four 
Weddings and a Funeral 
According to the latest tally of 
Screen International, that is 
now coming in at SI 94.2m, or 
£13Qm. Sure the film was cute 
and it struck a chord, but it was 
not that special. Lady Di has 
greater recognition worldwide 
than Hugh Grant, even now. So 
1 cannot believe that the world- 

Itfs better we spend 
money on divorce 
than imported cars 


wide revenues of the movies 
Royal Wedding and a Divorce 
would not be substantially 
larger. 

If this sounds moutb-water- 
ingly lucrative, there is another 
and much sadder tally that also 
needs to be done. This concerns 
the bfl] footed by ordinary peo- 
ple for the breakdown of other 
people’s marriages. The 
Charies/Di case is unusual is 
that, presumably, it will be 
funded entirely by the hus- 
band’s family - It would be a bit 
rough if we aHhad to stump up. 
But in most cases that is pre- 
cisely what happens: the tax- 
payer has to subscribe. 

Legal aid akme for divorce is 
running at £250m a year. Think 
about it That is £15 for every 
familyinthe land - the entire 
tax on a tank of petrol - taken 
away from peppte who are mar- 
ried or who choose not to get 
married, and given to the law- 
yers of people who choose to 
get divorced. 

- And Che total bill is much 
larger! The most thorough 
Study oh the cost to the tax- 
payer of separation and divorce 
I.have been able to find was 
published bade in 1990 and 
refers to the 1987/8S tax year. 
It was carried out by Compass, 
a consultancy group, for Relate, . 
the charity specialising in max- 


riage guidance. Even then the 
total cost of divorce worked out 
at £13bn. Legal costs were 
actually quite a small propor- 
tion of the totak with the largest 
items being the social security 

payments (supplementary ben- 
efit, one-parent benefit, family 
income supplement and hous- 
ing benefit} which totalled 
more than £lbn between them. 
The other main cost was health, 
for when families break up, 
people are more likely to take 
time off work for illness. How 
should one gross up the figure 
for today? lithe cost has risen 
in line with social security 
spending in general, it is not 
going to be less than £3bn, 
maybe nearer £5bn. 

Thus very large amounts of 
money, equivalent to a couple 
of pence of the standard rate of 
income tax, are being taken 
away from one group of people - 
and given to another. This is 
not to make any moral judge- 
ment about the rights and 
wrongs of divorce - let's leave 
that to Lord Mackay and his 
critics - nor it is to comment on 
the extent to which the state 
should transfer money between 
its citizens. It is simply to say 
that it is happening. 

Not all these payments 
appear in GDP. Most are sim- 
ply transfers. But the legal costs 
and the health care costs do 
show up, for these represent 
additional activity. However 
counter-intuitive it might seem, 
if someone is 31 as a result of 
the stress of divorce, the cost of 
the medical care, the insur- 
ance and so on, all appear as a 
rise in GDP. 

Understanding this is one of 
the dues to understanding one 
of the oft-noted phenomena of 
our age: the figures show that 
the country is getting richer, for 
GDP per head is rising, but 
most people compare then- lives 
now and 10 years ago, and do 
not feel any richer. Anyone 
who does wul almost certainly 
be working a lot harder now 
than then. This puzzle is partly 
because we are all unreason- 
able, in that we have a rosier 
view of the past, than it perhaps 
deserved. But it is partly 
because things such as family' 
breakdown, or rising crime, add 
to GDP but do not enhance our 
personal living standards. 

The more orderly a society is 
- the less it needs to devote 
funds to police, lawyers, soda! 
security - the greater the 
resources available to spend in 
health dubs or to buy more 
BMWs. 

In one sense the sad story of 
the royals is the stoiy of so 
many of their citizens, with a 
few noughts added oh to the 
end. 



For richer, for poorer: Prince Charles and Princess Diana’s divorce will add millions of pounds to GDP 
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Family lawyers have different rules for rich and famous clients, says Raymond Tooth 


W hat is the difference between a 
celebrity divorce and an ordinary 
one? The simple answer is money. 
While an ordinary couple might be 
arguing over a four-bedroom house 
and an income of £50,000, a wealthy 
family and their lawyers have a very dif- 
ferent set of negotiations. 

Surprisingly enough, great wealth can 
make things much simpler. One might 
imagine that there would be months of 
arguments over every last penny, in 
every accounL, but there is something 
known as the “rich man’s defence", 
where a client being sued for divorce can 
state that he is worth not less than x mil- 
lion, and can pay whatever the court 
orders. In these cases, the court will gen- 
erally be reasonably realistic, and as long 
as the asset value sum stated is not chal- 
lenged, there is no need for a massive 
investigation into his worth. 

Of course, if there is a big difference 
in what someone says they are worth 
and what their partner claims, there 
will be an investigation, and the courts 
require full and frank disclosure. The 
aim is generally to achieve a clean 


break settlement, with both sides pro- 
vided for. 

Aristocratic couples have particular 
problems - and the Royal Family might 
be said to be in this category. The Duke 
of X may have lots of properties and 
acres of countryside, but none of them 
will belong to him outright. So when the 
Duchess sues for divorce, the usual tiling 
is to sign over a property to her for life. 


it does seem to be a factor with the 
Prince and Princess. If I were advising 
either side, 1 would suggest insisting that 
nobody says anything publicly unless a 
statement' has 'been agreed' by both 
sides - and I would threaten an injunc- 
tion to silence a party that refused to 
comply. 

Much has been made of the question 
of the Princess's title after the divorce. 


We try to remain friends with our clients, but 
we are not there to pick up the pieces 


which will revert to the family trust on 
her death. A much-married aristocrat 
might have several houses occupied by 
former spouses. In the case of the 
Prince and Princess of Wales. Kensing- 
ton Palace looks likely to be the prop- 
erty signed over to the Princess for life. 

Publicity is a great danger in a case 
like this. Thankfully, it is reasonably rare 
for one side to start using the press to 
Lrv to force the hand of the other, but 


But there is a clear protocol for noble- 
women who arc divorced, which Is the 
one that the Royal Family seems happy 
to follow. If the Duchess of Netting Hill 
Gate were to divorce, she would 
become Anna, Duchess of Netting 
Hill Gate; if the Duke remarries, his 
new wife becomes the Duchess of Net- 
ting Hill Gale. Having one person 
named Diana. Princess of Wales, 
whether she is known as Her RovaJ 


Highness or not, does not mean lhal 
there could nol be another Princess of 
Wales, or even several. 

The most difficult problems always 
arise over children. In this case - and in 
many others where wealthy families arc 
concerned - everyone must be grateful 
for boarding schools. There is no need 
for complicated arrangements lo shut- 
tle the young princes to and from their 
parents: the school is Je facto in charge 
of them during term time and their 
holidays can be shared between their 
parents. 

Divorce can bring a lot of pain, and 
a lawyer often has to gjv’e emotional sup- 
port to clients. 1 know the lawyers 
involved in this case, and both are 
excellent ai their jobs - I am sure they 
will be doing then best to make this 
divorce as painless as possible. When it 
is all over, the lawyers walk away - we 
tiy lo remain friends with our clients, but 
we are not there to pick up the pieces 
after the divorce goes through. 

The writer is a senior partner, specialising 
in divorce, at Sears Tooth. 


Finding a real job for Bobby 

Our police force is not about crime, it’s about symbols, says Peter Waddington 




there, but faffing ira 


T he Audit Commission, like most 
of us, believes it knows what the 
police are employed to do: prevent 
and detect crime. It is against this def- 
inition that it has assessed the effec- 
tiveness of the police in its report 
“Streetwise -Effective Police PmxqT, 
published yesterday. The commission 
finds the police in general, and beat 
patrol in particular, to be woefully 
inadequate, and concludes that the 
publics demand for “more bobbies 
on the beat” is misplaced. 

Certainly there is precious little evi- 
dence that police officers wandering 
aimlessly about have much impact on 
crime. Establishing a police force 
suppresses criminal activity to an 
enormous extent But the number of 
police and their deployment has 
hardly any discernible impact The 
reasons are apparent as so on as the 
mythology of policing is stripped 
away. 

en 
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-seems reasonable. But those officers 
must provide 24-hour cover, and will 
need time off for leave, trai nin g and 
sickness. Even the most avid sup- 
porter of more “bobbies on the beat 
will also demand detectives, traffic 
patrols, dog handlers and mounted 
officers, and all the other specialisms 
that are taken for granted As the 
Audit Commission acknowledges, 
this almost inevitably means IbM 
sizeable towns are actually policed by 
a handful of officers. 

SecoDd, even if there were enough 
: police patrolling the streets it is 

unlikely they would stumble trcross 

,nu<*crime.Sonieyera™Home 

v* office researchers calculated that 
under lie most favourable circum- 
stances a patrolling pobce officer 
would pass within a hundred yards 
of a burglary in progress once every 
eight years. Even then, it is unlikely 
Sffic officer would be aware of 
the proximity, since the burglar 
would be securely hidden from 


view in someone else’s property. 

Third, when it comes to discover- 
ing offences and detecting offenders, 
the police are not the main playeis. 
Ordinary members of the public are 
far more influential: if you and I 
decide not to report crimes (and we 
do so in roughly a third to a quarter 
of cases) then the police remain 
ignorant of them; unless Lbe offender 
is unambiguously identified at the 
time of the offence, there is little like- 
lihood of an arresL 
Finally, it is facile to believe that 
the police amid do much to influence 
crime. Let me illustrate this with the 
tic example of fairs. Before the 
: 19th-century fairs were occasions 
for social mayhem, not infrequently 
concluding with the deployment of 
the militia. All this changed about a 
hundred yean ago, not because of 
anything the police did, but because 


social service”, a role deplored in a 
recent government White Paper and 
despised by the police themselves. 

The problem is that it is enor- 
mously difficult to distinguish clearly 
between what is and is not “police 
work”. A missing child may tragically 
turn out to be a murder, a collapsed 
elderly person may have been the vic- 
tim of crime; a crashed car might be 
stolen. The division between crime 
and non-crime is a permeable one 
indeed. 

There is more the police could do 
to deal effectively with the enormous 
range of demands the public makes 
on them. However, the greatest inhi- 
bition is the belief Lhal solving crime 
is the principal task of the police. In 
this, tne Audit Commission is more 
culpable than most. The persistent 
emphasis that it has given lo crime- 
fighting in its various reports into 


If the police are not the authority on the 
streets, who is? Local yobs? Drug dealers? 


of the influence of Phineas T Bar- 
num. It was the commercialisation of 
fairs that transformed them into 
orderly and relatively crime-free 
forms of respectable entertainment. 
Hie decision of government to relax 
restrictions on gaming or loosen the 
regulation of public-house opening 
times is likely to have a more pro- 
found effect on crime than anything 
the Audit Commission could con- 
ceivably recommend. 

So as an instrument of crime-fight- 
ing, policing is largely an irrelevance. 
This is true not only of Britain, but 
throughout the world Does this mean 
the police have universally failed, or 
that the criteria against which they are 
measured are inappropriate? 

Certainly, the police do much 
more than simply fight crime, indeed 
more of their time is devoted to other 
tasks. They are increasingly a “secret 


policing merely reinforces the police's 
tendency to dismiss any wider role as 
a distraction. 

Instead of chastising the public for 
turning to the police - as the Audit 
Commission in effect did yesterday in 
relation to 999 calls - we should ask 
why it does so. The answer is that the 

E ublic does perceive the service as 
aving a wider role: to dispense 
authority. When people feel they 
cannot deal with a situation, they ask 
the police to intervene. The reason 
that the public welcomes the sight of 
patrolling pobce and demands more 
of them, is that the beat officer rep- 
resents the authority of the state over 
public space. 

This wider writ of the law is the rea- 
son why police become so annoyed at 
the suggestion that there are “no-go” 
areas, for such places liindamenlally 
challenge the authority of the police. 


the law and ultimately the state itself. 
Consider the lengths to which the 
authorities go to ensure that RUC 
officers can patrol the streets of 
Northern Ireland: a squad of heavily 
armed soldiers, with others in reserve, 
escorts a lone constable. This cannot 
conceivably be justified in crime- 
fighting terms, but testifies to the sym- 
bolic importance of patrol. 

There is a nice irony in all this, for 
the available evidence indicates Lhat 
crime flourishes in conditions devoid 
of an authoritative order. The mur- 
der rate in New York has declined 
markedly in the last few years. The 
Commissioner of the New York 
Police attributes this reduction to 
police action targeting beggars, fore- 
dodgers and windscreen cleaners at 
traffic lights. The connection is 
known as the “broken windows 
hypothesis”: once a single window- is 
broken and not repaired the remain- 
ing windows in an empty building are 
smashed. Maintaining low- level 
order sustains a virtuous cycle that 
militates against more serious crime. 
The withdrawal of authority from 
public spaces, of which the" disap- 
pearance of the beat police officer is 
merely one part, leans in the oppo- 
site direction. If the police are not 
the authority on the streets, who is? 
The local yobs? Drug dealers? 

The Audit Commission report on 
beat patrol poses a fundamental 
dilemma now being experienced by 
many public services: how do we 
establish the value of such symbolic 
functions? Economic rationality and 
public accountability demand’ that 
public services such as the police use 
their resources effectively to achieve 
purposes of which the public 
approve. But symbolic functions are 
inherently difficult to evaluate. The 
danger is that they will therefore be 
ignored and left to wither. 

The writer is professor of sociology at 
the Urw ersity of Reading, and author 
of ‘Calling the Police ' (Avebury 1993). 



The RSPCA has launched a massive rescue operation to 
save thousands of sea birds off the cojst of Sourh Wales. 

Soaked in poisonous oil and unable ro tlv or keep warm, 
hundreds of sea birds, wildfowl and waders arc dying in 
agony. These are the tragic victims of the Sea Empress 
tanker spillage. 

The RSPCA is a leading authoriry on saving the lives of 
contaminated wildlife. Volunteers are already helping us to 
rescue, clean and transfer the birds to our Wildlife Centres 
for treatment. Thousands oi birds are at risk and the 
operation may take weeks. 

We receive no government funding for our vital work 
even in emergencies like this. Please make a donation to the 
RSPCA. You could help us save an animal’s life. 
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Or send a cheque/postal order made payable to die RSPC V 
Simply complete and return this coupon tu: 

RSPCA. FREEPOST. Bristol W.3S ?Aj 
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Address , 


The aims uf the RSPCA are to 
prevent cruelty and ptemor c 
kindness to animals. Your 
dorutiun inll contribute to 
this important work. 
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Dr Daniel 
Cunningham 


Daniel Cunninehara was inter- 
ested primarily in the control of 
human breathing, with its ram- 
ifications into exercise, body 
temperature. asphyxia. anaes- 
thesia. disease, mining, doing, 
aviation and mountaineering, 
and it is a tribute to his dis- 
tinction that not only the first 
four-minute miler. (Sir) Roger 
Bannister, but also the first 
conqueror of Everest. ( Sir 1 Ed- 
mund Hillary, should have trod- 
den the rolling rubber floor in 
the Oxford University Labora- 
tory of Physiology. 

Daniel Cunningham was 
horn in Kausali. India in 191M. 
the son of Dr John Cunning- 
ham. IMS. Director of the Pas- 
teur Institute. Madras, whose 
brothers were Admiral of the 
Fleet Lord Cunningham and 
General Sir .Alan Cunningham. 
Dan. after nine years at Loret- 
ta. won a Nuffield Medical Ex- 
hibition to Worcester College. 
Oxford, in passing the First ex- 
aminations for the Oxford BM 
BCh he won the Theodore 
Wiliams Scholarships in Phy fr- 
it ilogy and Anatomy, the subject 
in which his grandfather had 
achieved world-wide fame. He 
went to Edinburgh for his clin- 
ical course, and There, with his 
distinguished contemporaries 
Gus Bom and D.H. Clark, per- 
suaded the authorities to accept 
their newly condensed syllabus, 
which allowed them to'qualify 
six months earlier than normal, 
and so enter l he forces early. 

He had an adventurous war 
in ihe RAMC and the 3rd Para- 
chute Brigade, with whom he 
served from Normandy to the 
Bailie and landed at Arnhem. 
In September 1945 Dr HAL Sin- 
clair was looking for doctors to 
lead his nutritional survey teams 
in Germany, and. remembering 
Cunningham's spectacular per- 
formance at Oxford, got him 
seconded as Major. RAMC. to 
lead the headquaners team in 
Dusseldorf. 

By dint of his tact and intel- 
ligence, Cunningham made a 
great success of this, but ad- 
ministrative problems outside 
his control prevented comple- 
tion of his work on the normal 
plasma protein concentrations 
m subjects suffering from 
hunger oedema and nocturia. 

Back at Oxford, he got First 
Gass Honours in Physiology in 
1947 with Geoffrey Dawes as his 
tutor, and then succeeded to the 
Radclific Medical Fellowship of 
University College, of which he 
became ah Emeritus Fellow. He 
proved to be a devoted tutor. 
and when appointed, after hold- 
ing the Sehorstcin Research 
Fellowship, to a Lecturership in 


Andrew Heath was one of a new 
breed of British diplomat. He 
was at case in the traditional 
diplomatic role, in his case spe- 
cialising in the Arab world. But 
he also made his mark handling 
the complex economic and 
trade puliev issues which have 
played an Increasingly impor- 
tant part in British diplomacy 
over the past decade. 

He grew up in Clapham, an 
old map of which he proudly dis- 
played at home. From Christ s 
Hospital he went as a Scholar 
to Corpus Chrisli College. 
Cambridge. There he found 
lime to indulge his twin passions 
of cricket and motorcycles, 
while taking a First in Gassics 
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BIRTHS 


WHEELER: On I February in Jacque- 
lyn (nee Allpurt i and Vaughan, a wn. 
Urn* LauTcncv. 


DEATHS 


KENNY: Patrick, died peacefully on 
Tuesday 27 February . Much lovrd by 
us all - wife Della, children Kevin. 
Dtrnnoi and SioMian, ^rundchildreu 
and sister-.. Funeral Thursday 7 
March at I.LSpra. St Monicas RC 
Church. Palmers Green. N ( 3. Farm- 
|v fluMelS ooh. 
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the University Laboratory of 
Physiology, a productive and co- 
operative research scientist. 

His interest in human nutri- 
tion naturally brought him to- 
wards the respiratory and 
metabolic side of physiology, of 
which C.G. Douglas was the 
leader in the Laboratory. He 
was the survivor of the impor- 
tant school of human physiol- 
ogy founded by John Scott 
Haldane, father of the biologist 
Jack Haldane (JBSH) and the 
writer Naomi Mitchison. and 
claimed by Daniel Cunningham 
as his scientific hero. 

Unlike his son, J.S. Haldane 
had misgivings about repre- 
senting the phenomena of liv- 
ing organisms by means of 
equations, but from the first 
Cunningham nailed his colours 
to the mast of quantitative nu- 
merical physiology on the whole 
animal, and in his early papers 
his colleagues C.G. Douglas 
and Roger Bannister went en- 
thusiastically with him. Ban- 
nister was his first guinea-pig in 
investigating the effects of oxy- 
gen on respiration and en- 
durance in treadmill running, 
another famous Virsuchskon- 
inchcn (German for guinea- 
pig) being Jeffrey Archer. 

The treadmill constituted 
one of Cunningham's early suc- 
cesses in getting apparatus for 
experiments on active human 
beings working smoothly and 
productively, and foreshadowed 
his later successes in investi- 
gating human phenomena safe- 
ly and effectively. 

Haldane, Douglas and Priest- 
ley had made many of the ear- 
ly’ observations of the venti- 
latory effects of carbon dioxide 
(CO.), and Cunningham's next 
work offer that with Bannister 
was to challenge the multiple- 
factor hypothesis of John S. 
Gray and to reinvestigate the 
important Danish work of 
Nielsen and Smith on the effect 
of CO. at various oxygen con- 
centrations. He derided with his 
research pupils Cormack and 


Gee directly to investigate the 
effect of oxygen lack at various 
CO; concentrations, controlled 
by aTeedback system. The CCG 
papers indicated that in contrast 
with the linear relation be- 
tween CO. and ventilation (V, 
measured as litres of air 
breathed per minute), the re- 
lationship between oxygen (G-) 
and ventilation was hyperbolic. 
With his colleagues Cunning- 
ham eagerly accepted this out- 
line of the V. CO : , 0 : as the 
framework for investigating a 
range of factors affecting V. 

These included body tem- 
perature. noradrenaline, and 






blood aridity increased by swal- 
lowing ammonium chloride. 



lowing ammonium chloride, 
the electrolyte of the humble 
Leclanche or “dry cell, or de- 
creased by the ingestion of bak- 
ing soda. JBSH was typically one 
of the first to ingest ammonium 
chloride, and found that it ag- 
gravated his already somewhat 
inflamm able disposition. One of 
Cunningham's guinea-pigs ex- 
hibited the opposite effect, no 
doubt attributable to his calm 
conduct of the exhausting four- 
hour experimental sessions. 

Cunningham thus demon- 
strated that the extremely pow- 
erful technique, easily and pro- 
ductively used in the physical 
sciences, of separation of fac- 
tors, was applicable to the more 
complicated field of human bi- 
ology. Having shown its value 
in steady-state situations, he 
spent the latter part of his ca- 
reer in respiratory physiology in- 
vestigating transient and 
oscillatory stimuli, and as a re- 
viewer and lecturer. 

In his college as Senior Fel- ■ 
low he played an important part 
in the election of new Masters. 
His success in his chosen career 
was due to his qualities as a hu- 
man being: modesty, great gen- 
eral ability and determination, ! 
an analytical intellect of high 
quality capable offaolding many 
disparate and complex ideas to- 
gether, as shown particularly in 
his lecturing, and great courtesy, 
humour, integrity and honesty. 

He was fortunate in having a 
remarkable wife. Judith Hill, a 
professional violinist. Their son 
is a consultant nephrologist, 
and their daughter an "art 
historian, expert in English 
churches. 



Anna Larina (second from left), aged 15, asks Nikolai Bukharin, her future husband, for an autograph 


Anna Larina 


Anna Larina dedicated her 
whole life to the rehabilitation 
of her husband, the prominent 
Bolshevik Nikolai Bukharin, 
who was executed by Stalin in 
1938. She started her campaign 
for his rehabilitation in 1962. It 
took her 26 years to win her 
cause. 

She was born Anna Lurie, 
daughter of a committed Jew- 
ish socialist and economist, 
Mikhail Lurie, who later 
changed his name to Yuri Lar- 
in. He was first a Menshevik but 
later joined the Bolsheviks. 
Anna met Bukharin when she 
was 15, when he came to her 
school in Moscow to give a talk. 
Afterwards Bukharin often 
visited her family's flat to dis- 
cuss economic matters with her 
father. 

Larin died in 1932 and was 
buried in the Kremlin Wall on 


Red Square, Two years later 
Anna Larina became Buk- 


Brian B. Lloyd 


Daniel John Chapman Cun- 
ningham , physiologist; bom 
KausalL India 21 October 1919; 


Cunningham; treadmill success 


Radetiffe Medical Fellow, Uni- 
versity College, Oxford 1947-96; 
monied 1947 Judith Hill (one 
son, one daughter); died Oxford 
26 February 1996. 


Anna Larina became Buk- 
harin’s (second) wife. He was 26 
years her senior. By this time, 
being opposed to Stalin, he 
had been fired from the Polit- 
buro (on 17 November 1929) 
but was appointed the editor- 
in-chief of the newspaper Jzivs- 
tia. In 1936 he and Larina vis- 
ited several European countries, 
where he secretlv met Russian 


opposition leaders in exile. In 
August that year Stalin's pros- 
ecutor- in -chief, Andrei Vyshin- 
sky. announced the beginning of 
investigations into Bukharin's 
activities during a show trial of 
the politicians Lev Kamenov 
and Grigory Zinoviev, who 
were executed on Stalin's orders 
soon afterwards. 

Bukharin was arrested at a 
meeting of the Central Com- 
munist Party Committee on 27 
February 1937 together with 
several others, including the 
politician Alexei Ryfcov. In the 
atmosphere of frenzied vilifi- 
cation then reigning - which was 
extreme even by Stalinist stan- 
dards - all ten were executed as 
“right-of-centre Trotskyists’’. 
Not until 1987, as a result of a 
sensational serialisation of La- 
rina’s memoirs in the weekly' 
magazine Moscow Ogonek 
(“Small Light”), did it become 
known that Bukharin had con- 
fessed to the monstrous accu- 
sations made about him only 
after the promise was given not 
to arrest Larina and to spare her 
iife. Of course the first part of 
this promise was broken im- 
mediately after Bukharin's ex- 
ecution on 13 March 1938. 

On Stalin's order Larina was 
arrested and spent nearly 20 


Andrew Heath 


and acquiring a lifelong inter- 
est in the mechanics of lan- 
guage. He joined the Diplo- 
matic Service in 1975 after do- 
ing Voluntary Service Over- 
seas in what was then Rhodesia 
(Zimbabwe since 1980). 

His first job in the Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office was 
in Middle East Department, 
covering Iran and Iraq. He 
spent IS months learning Ara- 
bic before being posted to Am- 
man, Jordan. There he dev- 
eloped a wide range of contacts, 
from the royal court to the 
local souk. Back in London in 
1981. he worked first in the Cab- 
inet Office. .After a short peri- 
od handling the aftermath of the 


Grenada crisis he returned to 
Middle East Department before 
being posted to Kuwait in 1985. 
This gave him his first taste of 
economic work. 

Building on that expertise. 
Heath then went to Washington 
for four years, where he did 
much to influence United 
Slates trade policy in areas af- 
fecting the United Kingdom. 
Back in London as Assistant 
Head of the West European 
Department, he honed his skills 
as a manager and policy-mak- 
er. His door was always open. 
As Deputy High Commission- 
er in Wellington since 1993. 
Heath won high praise for his 
clear-minded approach to his 


work and contact-making skills. 
In a typically self-effacing way. 
he contributed much to the 
success of the Prime Minister 
John Major's visit to New 
Zealand for the 1995 Com- 
monwealth Heads of Govern- 
ment Meeting. A promising 
career was tragically cut short 
when he was killed in a road ac- 
cident on his motorbike in New 
Zealand. 

The key to Andrew Heath’s 
character was his utter straight- 
forwardness. His quiet clever- 
ness. dry humour, sound judge- 
ment. and unfailing kindness 
and courtesy won him respect 
and friendship wherever he 
went. Nothing was too much 


trouble. No demand ruffled his 
determination calmly to un- 
ravel every problem, without 
preconceptions or prejudice. 

Heath was a devoted family 
man. He and his wife Christi- 
na brought generosity and a 
sense of fun. as well as a shared 
love of good cooking, to en- 
tertaining friends and contacts 
alike. He took great pleasure 
in playing with his two young 
sons, initiating them and others 
into the mysteries of modem 
computing: and last year cap- 
taining the Wellington diplo- 
matic cricket team to victory 
over the New Zealand Parlia- 
mentarians. 

Sherard Cawper-Coles 



Heath: new British diplomacy 


Andrew Heath, diplomat; bom 
London 17 April 1953: Deputy 
High Commissioner to New 
Zealand 1993-96; married 1982 
Christina Friday (two sons); died 
Shannon, NZ 25 February 1996. 
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Terence Armstrong 


You always knew when Terence; 
Ar ms trong was around' - hfs- 
laugbter Sled the air. Genera- 
tions of polar scientists, of all 
ages and disciplines, who passed 
through the Scott Polar Re- 
search Institute (SPRI) in Cam- 
bridge, in the course of almost. 
50 years, will remember what -a . 
happy place, he made iL His 
metibuious scholarship, kind- 
ness. courtesy and an inability, 
borne of adeejjt Christian faith. 


to speak iff of anyone, touched 
his vast cirde^f friends, and all 


years in various camps in the gu- 
lag. In 1962, several years after 
her release, she wrote to Pres- 
ident Nikita Khrushchev asking 
him to re-open Bukharin’s case 
and rehabilitate him. Her re- 
quest was refused and for the 
next 26 years she wrote in vain 
to all relevant Soviet organisa- 
tions and authorities. In 1987 
she handed over Bukharin's 
last letter to Moscow News , 
and during the perestroika 
years of the mid-Eighties, pub- 
lished all Bukharin's archive. 

In I9S8 she received a . doc- 
ument from President Mikhail 
Gorbachev, effecting Buk- 
harin’s complete rehabilitation. 
During 1990-91, she carried 
out a lecture tour around 
Europe; she was already iff but 
her tragic fate, her determina- 
tion. and her loyalty to her 
husband touched "the hearts of 
millions. She published her 
memoirs, Naubyvaemoe (“This 
I Cannot Forget"), in. 1991. 

Jeanne Vronskaya 


hedid ... . - - 

Armstrong was the first boy 
to study Russian at Winchester. 
He went up ro Magdalene CcJ- 
lege, Cambridge in 1933 to. 
read Modem Lan g uages under 
Dame Elizabeth Hill, who, he 
said, “taugfft him howto study’ 1 '. 
With the Army Intelligence 
Corps from 1940 to 1946, he 
served in many theatres, was 
wounded at Arnhem, and on 8 
May 1945 led a small group of 
Brinish soldiers into Oslo, the 
first of the liberating forces. Re- 
turning to Cambridge in 1947, 
he was appointed to a Fellow- 
ship m Russian at the SPliU, and 
later to an ad haminem Read- 
ership in Arctic Studies. 

From the beginning of the 
Cold War, Armstrong’s work 
was virtually foeonly source of 
information in.the West on the 
current situation in the Soviet 
North. In the years before field- 
work Was possible, he was tire- 
less- in monitoring and inter- 
preting Soviet newspapers and 
specialist periodicals. His in- 
terests covered exploration and 
settlement, economic develop- 
ment and the destiny of native 
peoples. His skill in discovering 
and synthesising previously un- 
known material from Russian 
sources was always revealing. 
His book Russian Settlement in 
the North (1965) was a major 


- purr own region we have been 
able-'. to find.” In all bis wok* 

' Armstrong was careful Uj ensure 
the steady build-up of Russian 
holdings in the SPRL It did not 

- surprise him that in recent 
years, Russian scholars have 
come- to the Institute's library 
to find ouiwbat was going on 
in their own country in the 
COmmunisl years. 

. Armstrong . 'applied his 
unique knowledge of the Russ- 
ian north to the wider study of 
society, throughout, the Arctic. 

- He worked aaenshrefyin Cana- 
da raid Alaska with sateflarsahd 
administrators such as Graham 

. Rowley*. George Rogers. Vic 
Fischer and Frank DarnelL In 
1976, he became, with Darnell, 
a founder; member of an inter- 

- national committee bn cross- 
cultural education in the north, 
and twoyears later published, 
with. Rowley and Rogers, a 
seminal stu dy eu tj tied The Cir- 
cumpolar Norik. -. 

McGill University awarded 
him anhon«^FJ|£>in 1963 
and the Unxvsxsity of Alaska 
an hoBorary D& in 1980 In 
1973 he ."was awarded the 


Victoria Medal by the Royal 
' Geographical . Society for 
outstanding contributions to 



contribution, not onto to the his- 
tory of the region, but also to 
the comparative study of Eu- 
ropean rotonisation worid-wide. 

His studies of the demogra- 
phy, literature and schooling of 

foe 26 indigenous peoptes of the ~ 
north threw a searching fight on 
wider Soviet nationality policy 
at a time (in foe Sixties and 
Seventies) when, ethnic con- 
flict was assumed to be a thing 
of foe past His annual digests 
of the movements of Soviet Arc- 
tic shipping, published in Fedor 
Record, provided the most ac- 
curate and comprehensive pic- 
ture of an activity that was 
crucial to foe extraction of min- 
erals and thus to foe entire 
Soviet economy. 

Annsftbngwas much Hfeed in- 
foe Soviet Union. On arriving 
in Moscow, foe day after the 
death of Us closest Russian, 
friend, foe geographer Boris 
Kremer, be was asked to give 
foe funeral oration -a rare ho- 
nour Jot a foreigner in those sus- 
picious times. While he did not 
shrink m his writings from mak- 
ing judgements about foe in- 
tentions and effects of Soviet 
social and economic policies, 
their balance and feniuess made 
him trusted forougbouttbe So- 
viet polar research community, 
who also appreciated their 
sheer informativenessu 

On a visit to Siberia in the 
1960s, he was asked by his 
hosts to confirm that he was re- 
sponsible for a detailed map of 
local internal air routes which 
had appeared under his name 
in POhtr Record. With some an- - 
prehension, he replied that he 
was, and was astonished at foe 
response: “Thank you so much, 
it is the most accurate map of 


Armstrong Arctfcstmties 


Anna Mikhailovna Lurk (Lar- 
ina): bam Moscow 27 January • 
1914; married 1934 Nikolai 
Bukharin (died 2938; one son); 
1945 Fyodor Fadeyev ( died 1959; 
one sort, one daughter); died 
Moscow 24 February 1996. 


geographical, scholarship. He 
was Honorary Secretary of the 
Haklnyt Society 1965-90, and 
Honorary Treasurer of the In- 
ternational Glaeiological Soci- 
ety 1963-70. ' 

-Just those characteristics 
which made the. SPRI such a 
happy place were also brought 
to bear on foe foundation and 
nurturing of Gare.HaU, of 
which Armstroqg Was made a 
Founder Fellow ul 1964 and 
later Vice-PresidenL 

. - lit- 1943 Terence Armstrong 
married Iris Forbes. With their 
four children, they were an in- 
comparable team, supporting 
each other in, all they did, 
whether it be in the University r 
or foe village 7 of Hareton in 
which they lived for more than 
40 years. They were mainstays 
of the parish church. A warm 
welcome and intellectual stim- 
ulation were found at Harston 
House by a vast. number of 
scholars, whether they bad 
“snow on their boots” or noL 

Tbrence Armstrong did not 
aspire to leadership in the hi- 
erarchical sense, but whatever 
he put his hand to was changed 
for foe better. ;■ 


John Heap 


Terence Edward Armstrong po- 
lar scholar. bom Oxted, Surrey 7 
April 1920; Fellow, in Russian, 
Scott Polar Research Institute 
1947-56, Assistant Director of Re- 
search 1956-77, Acting Director 
.1982-83; Founder Fellow, Clare 
Hall, Cambridge 1964-96. Read- 
er m Arctic Studies 1977-83, 
Vice-Presidentl 985-87; married 
2943 Iris Forbes (two sons, two 
daughters); died Harslon, Cam- 
bridge 21 Februarv : 1996. 


Frangois Chaumette, actor, David Fryer, solicitor, died 27 
died Paris 28 February, aged 72. February, aged 59. Secretary- 
Member of foe Com6die - General, Rctyal Tbwn Planning 
Franpaise theatre since 1957. Institute 1976-96. . 


Birthdays 


Mr Harry Bdafonte. actor and en- 
tertainer. Mr David Broome, 
show jumper. 5h: Mr Douglas Bunn, 
founder. All-England Jumping 
Courw. Hickstc.nl 68; Sir Robert 
Caldera ood, former chief execu- 
tive. Strathclyde Regional Council. 
64: Mr Nigel Cowley, cricketer. 43: 
Mr Roger Daltrey. singer and actor, 
:•!: Mr Andrew Friuldu, actor and MP. 
73: Sir Allan Green OC, former Di- 
rector of Public Prosecutions. 61; Air 
Chief Marshal Sir Lewis Hodges, for- 
mer Deputy Commander-in-chief 
Allied Forces, Central Europe. 78; 
Mi Manyn Jone* MP. 4». Sir Michael 
Kerr, former Lord Justice of Appeal. 
75; Professor James Lister, paedia- 
trician. 73: Mr John Napier, theatrical 
designer, 52; Mr Mike Read, broad- 
caster. 45; Commandant Dame Nan- 
cy Robertson, former director of the 
WRjNS. S7; Mr David Scott Cowper. 
Sul** yachtsman. 54: Mr Mark Todd. 
Three Day Eventer. 40; Maj-Gen 
Philip Tower, funner Commandant, 
Royal Military Academy. T9i Mr 
Brian Waites, golfer. 56; Sir Gerald 
Whcni. chief executive. RacaJ Tele- 
com pie and Vodafone Group, 6 s *. 


Anniversaries 


Changing of the Guard 

Tin. I1i*u at haiikj lj- „!r% M-'jiihil K^nnunl 
m> mitifr ihe Out .■n 1 ' Ul- 1 niaul l llofw(r«i4v. 


Births: Sir Snmuel Rumiily. law re- 
former. P57; Fredenc-Fran^ois t Fiy- 
dciyfc Franciswk) Chopin, composer, 
1610; Augustus Wclby Nbrthxnore 
Pugin, urchiivci. 1812: Lytton Giles 
Stnichey. author and biographer, 
IJWti; Roger Martin du Card, play- 
wright and novelist. 1881: Alton 
Glenn Miller, bandleader, JdfM: 
James David Graham Niven, actor. 
1610: Dinah Shore (Frances Rose 
Shore)- singer. 1*417. Deaths: Thomas 
Campion, poet and composer. 1620; 
Gco r £ c Herbert, clergym.ua and 
poet, 1633: Thomas EUwood. poet, 
1713; George Grossmilh, comedian 


and singer, (012; Mack Gordon 
t Morris Girder), lyricist- 1959; Jack- 
ie I Jack Leslie i Coogan. actor. 19S4. 
On Ibis day: Mozambique was dis- 
covered by Vasco da Gama. 1498; 
),2pn French Huguenots were mas- 
sacred at Vassy. 1562; the Specmior 
was first published. 1711; Qiaries I 
of Spain cxpeQed the Jesuits from the 
country, 1767; slavery was abolished 
by Pennsylvania, xhe firsi US stale to 
do so, 1780; all Lhe Slates of the 
American Union ratified the articles 
of Confederation, 1781; Ohio became 
the 17th of the United Slates; 
Me be met Ali of Egypt massacred rhe 
Mamelukes and obtained total pow- 
er. 1811; Texas was annexed by the 
United Stales. 1845; Nebraska be- 
came ihe 37th of the United Slates, 
1867; Yellowstone Park was set aside 
as a US national part I$72; Sr 
Du ns tan's in Regent's Park was 
opened as a hostel for the blind, l q 15; 
the l^monlh-old son of Charles 
Lindbergh, aviator, was kidnapped. 
1932; the United Stales tested a hy- 
drogen bomb at Bikini Atoll, 1954; 
the Soviet spacecraft terms 3 touched 
down on Venus. 1966; after the Wa- 
tergate burglary, seven of Nixons 
aides were indicted, 1974. Today is 
the Feast Day of St Aubin or AJbi- 
nus of Angers. St David or Dcwi. St 
Felix III, Pnpe. St Rudesind or 
Rosendo and St Swithbcrt. 


Gresham College. Barnard's Inn 
HalL London ECi: Professor 
Heather Couper, “Big Bang to Big 
Crunch". Jpm. 


Delayed access to lawyer infringed Mr trial 


Luncheons 


Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
Mi Malcolm Riildnd OC MP, Sec- 
retary ot State for Foreign and Cotn- 
momveaJih Affairs, held a luncheon 
yesterday at 1 Carlton Gardens, 
London SWT, in honour or King Hus- 
sein of Jordan. 


Murray r United Kingdom; 
European Court ot Human 
Rights. Strasbourg; 8 February 
1996 
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English-Speaking Union 
Mrs Edwina Currie M P spoke on her 
new book-- 4 Roman's Placf. at a lit- 
erary luncheon held yesterday by the 
English-Speaking Union at Dart- 
mouth House. London Wl. Mrs 
Valerie Mitchell. Director-General, 
ESU. presided. Mrs Veronica 
MeVey. Deputy Chairman, ESU Na- 
tional Committee for England and 
Wales, also spoke. 


British Red Cross 


The Princess of Wales, Vice-Presi- 
dent. British Red Cross, launched the 
new charity initiative, HelpAd, ar the 
British Red Cross 125th Birthday 
Year Thank You Celebration Party, 
held yesterday at Lancaster House. 
London SWL 


Lectures 

National Gallery: Nicholas Penny. 
“Innocents Abroad (i.i: Raphael. 
Portrait of T*a Men t.*bi dnw /Vui jgwo 
a/ut AgL’srino Beazzmo)’ . 1pm. 
Victoria and Albert Museum: Imo- 
gen Stewart, “Opus anglicanum: 
English medieval embroidery”. 

130pm. 

Tate Gallery: James Runcie. 

“Cezanne: a day on lhe mountain". 
2J0pm. 


Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services to be- 
held tomorrow may be obtained by 
telephoning the following. Sabbath 
begins in London at 5-2opm. 

United Synagogues: 0171-AS7 43 IKS. 
Federation of Synagogues; 0131-202 
2263. Uniun of Liberal and Progressive' 
Synagugoes: 0171-530 36*3. Reform 
Synagogues of Great Britain: 01S1-349 
4731. Spanish and Portuguese Jews 
Congregation; 0171-28V 2573. New 
London Synagogue (Masortij: 0171-323 
1026. 


The ECHR held, by 12 votes to 
seven, that the applicant's lack 
of access to a lawyer during the 
first 4S boors of his police de- 
tention violated his right to a 
fair hearing under article 6(1) 
taken with article 6(3)(c) of the 
European Convention on Hu- 
man Rights. The ECHR also 
held, by 14 votes to five, that 
the drawing of adverse infer- 
ences from the applicant's 
silence during police interro- 
gation and at trial did not vio- 
late article 6(1) and (2t. 

The applicant was arrested 
in a house in which a Provi- 
sional Irish Republican Army 
informer, Mr L, had been held 
captive. At the police station 
Ihe applicant's access to a so- 
licitor was delayed for 45 hours, 
pursuant to lhe Northern Ire- 
land (Emergency Provisions) 
Act 1987. The applicant was 
cautioned by the police under 
lhe Criminal Evidence (North- 
ern Ireland) Order 1988 (SI no 
1987t.NI 20)) that adverse in- 
ferences might be drawn if he 
failed to answer questions at 
the pre-trial stage. The appli- 
cant was interviewed 12 times 
and cautioned. He remained 
silent. 

At the applicant's trial Mr L 


gave evidence that he had been 
forced to make a taped con- 
fession and that after the arrival 
of foe police he saw foe appli- 
cant at the top of the stairs. The 
applicant was pulling a tape out 
of a cassette. The Lord Chief 
Justice of Northern Ireland, sit- 
ting without a jury, discounted 
evidence that the applicant 
had recently arrived at the 
house as not being credible. 

The Lord Chief Justice drew 
adverse inferences from the fact 
that foe applicant failed to of- 
fer an explanation for his pres- 
ence at foe bouse and had 
remained silent during the 
trial. The applicant was 
sentenced to eight years 
imprisonment for aiding and 
abetting the false imprison- 
ment of Mr L. 

The ECHR said that foe 
right to remain silent under po- 
lice questioning and the privi- 
lege against self-incrimination 

were generally recognised In- 
ternational standards which 
lav at the heart of the notion 
of fair procedure under article 
6. Whether the drawing of ad- 
verse inferences from -ari ac- 


cused's silence infringed article 
6 was a matter to be deter- 


mined in foe light of all the dr- 
cumsiancesof die cans, having 


particular regard to foe situa- 
tions where inferences might be 
drawn, the weight attached 
to them by foe national courts.', 
in their assessment of the- 
evidence and foe degree of 
compulsion inherent m foe’ 
situation. 

The ajjplkant’s msistence' 
in maintaining sQenCe did hot 
amount to a criminal offence' 
or contempt of court. As had 
been stressed in national court 
decisions, silence, in itself, 
could not be regarded ias an in- 
dication of guilt. 

Turning to tie role played by- 
foe inferences, these were pro- 
ceedings' without a jury. The . 
drawing of inferences was subr 
jetst to ah important series of 
safeguards. Appropriate warn- 
ings must have been given to 
the accused as to foe legal ef- 
fects of maintaining silence. 
Moreover the prosecutor must . 
-first establish a prims facie 
case against foe accused. 

It was only if foe evidence 
against the accused “caJied" for . 
an explanation which the ac- 
cused ought to be in-a position 
to give, that a failure to give any 1 
- explanation “may as a matter - 
of. common sense- allow foe* 
drawing; of an inference (hat 
there is no explanation and that 


the accused is guifty”. 

Haying regard to foe 'weight 
of foe evidence againstthe ap- 
plicant^ foe drawing of infer- 
ences from his refusal to 
provide an explanation for his 
presence* in the house was a 
matter of common sense and 
coukl not be regarded as unfair 

or uxfreasonahie .in foe cir- 
cumstanbes. There was no vi- 


olation of aiticle6(l) and (2). 
- TUnring to access to a lawyer, 
at. the beginning of police in- 
tenogation foe accused -was 
confronted with a fundamen- 
tal dilemma. H be chose; to re- 
main alent, adverse inferences 
might be drawratfiphint him. If 
be opted TO-hjg&ak. Bis silence, 
he ran the risfcaf prejudicing 
his tfefence wijhpbl necessar- 
ily removing; foe possibility- of 
inferences beingorawii against 
him.- 

Under-such conditions foe 
concept of fairness enshrined 
in article 6 required that the ac- 
cused had the benefit of the as- 
sistance of a' lawyer. Tb deny 
access to a lawyer for the first 
4S boms of police questioning, 
where the rights of the defence 


udfced, was incompatible with * 
the rights of the accused under 
article 6. There was therefore 
‘a.breach of article 6(1) taken 
with article 6(3)(c). „ 
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Latest prices set to show signs of housing recovery 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Correspondent 

New signs of recovery in the 
housing market are expected 
today with the publication of 
the first indicator of house 
prices in February. 

Nationwide building soci- 
ety's house price index is ex- 
pected to show a moderate 
increase- of up to 0.5 per cent 
after remaining Oat in January, 
reflecting other signs of im- 
provement in the marker. 


The Halifax house price in- 
dex, due on Monday, is also 
likely to show a modest rise. 
This will be the eighth monthly 
increase runn ing in this widely- 
used indicator of house prices, 
although the average price in 
February probably remained 
below its level a year earlier. 

Optimism that the long- 
awaited recovery has finally ar- 
rived will get another boost 
within the next week from ad- 
ditional mortgage rate cuts 
and other loyalty incentives. 


Other building societies me ex- 
pected to follow shortly Na- 
tionwide's move last week to 
demonstrate the benefits of re- 
maining mutual by reducing its 
rales to borrowers. 

Skiplon and Bradford & 
Bingley are among the societies 
likely to announce frinher 
moves within the next few 
days. A Skipton spokesman 
said: “There is no question that 
we will be announcing some- 
thing. It is only a matter of 
time.” 


Bradford & bingley led an 
earlier round in the mongage 
war. Bristol & West, Britannia 
and Yorkshire building suci- 
dies have also announced dis- 
count schemes in recent weeks. 

News of the improvement in 
house prices will follow new fig- 
ures confirming earlier evi- 
dence of a pick-up in activity 

in January. Adam Cole, an 
economist at brokers James 
Cupel, said: “The recovery in 
the housing market is gather- 
ing pace.” 


The number of new home 
loans approved during ihe 
month climbed to Su.0Uli- the 
highest since December lw^-i 
- according us Bonk of England 
statistics yesterday. Their", level 
was 13 per cent up os; h si sum- 
mer's trough. The figure is a 
good leading indicator of hous- 
ing market activity. 

The value ol new loans ap- 
proved climbed to i-».y2bn. up 
from December's £4.61 bn and 
£4.5bbn in January 1995. 
la n Shepherdson. an analyst 


at HSBC Markets, said: "Prices 
and actual market volumes 
follow behind approvals, so 
provided the stead) momen- 
tum shown by these figures 
continues, things are shaping 
up for the best spring 
house-buving season for 

years." 

The Bank of England also 
confirmed ihe January pick-up 
in mortgage lending reported 
by hanks and building societies. 
New loans amounted to 
£3.32hn in total, the highest 


since June. This compared 
with El.Jhbn in December and 
was slightly higher than in Jan- 
uary last year. Annual growth 
in home loans was 4.1 per 
cent. 

Adrian Coles, director gen- 
eral of the Council of Mortgage 
Lenders, said the year had got 
off to a positive start. "Trans- 
action and mortgage activity 
could improve spasmodically 
rather than rise steadily lor 
some months. However, as 
lung as confidence continues to 


strengthen, the housing market 
should show real improve- 
ments during 1996,” he said. 
The British Bankers' Associa- 
tion said there had been a 
modestly encouraging start to 
the new year. 

The positive signals during 
the past month have led most 
analysis in predict higher lev- 
els of activity and house prices 
this year, with some arguing 
that the recovery could turn out 
in be more dramatic than most 
people expect. 


3,000 jobs face axe in 
$5bn BP-Mobil deal 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 

Up to 3,000 jobs will go at BP 
and Mobil in one of Lhe most 
radical overhauls of the Euro- 
pean downstream oil industry 
announced yesterday. The S5bn 
(£3.2bn) merger of the two 
groups’ fuels and lubricants 
businesses in 43 countries wifi 
create a business with sales of 
more than $2bn and the 
strength to challenge the clout 
of Shell and Exxon in an in- 
creasingly competitive market- 
place. 

It fuelled speculation among 
City analysts over further ratio- 
nalisation in the industry. One 
questioned whether US opera- 
tors such as Chevron and Tex- 
aco, which have a relatively 
small position in Europe, might 
pull out altogether. 

The venture will include re- 
fineries, pipelines, tankage and 
terminals as well as a network 
of 9,000 petrol stations across 
Europe. It pools almost all the 
BP and Mobil oil operations 
apart from the act ofpumping 


it out of the ground. More 
than 2,000 of the petrol stations 
are in the UK, making this the 
biggest network ahead of Esso 
and Shell. Britain is also home 
to BP’s Grangemouth refinery 
in Fife and to Mobil's Coryton 
refinery in Essex. 

By joining forces. BP and Mo- 
■bil will boast a 12 per cent share 
of the fuels market and will be- 
come the leader in lubricants 
with an IS per cent market 
share. The company will shoot 
to the top of the league in some 
key European countries in- 
cluding France where individ- 
ually they might languish in fifth 
or sixth place. BP shares rose 
lOVzpjo close at 539720. • 
Joint ventures Mil be formed 
in each of the countries con- 
cerned including all EU states, 
Switzerland, Turkey, Cyprus, all 
of Eastern Europe and Russia 
West of the Urals. Of the S5bn 
of assets to be poured into the 
venture, $3.4bn will come from 
BP and $1.6bn from Mobil 
John Browne, BFs chief ex- 
ecutive, said: ‘'This is a project 
that could only have been un- 


dertaken by BP and Mobil. 
The European downstream op- 
erations of our two companies 
are uniquely complementary. 
Bringing them together will 
produce efficiences through 
sharing costs, elimination du- 
plication and and achieving 
major economies of scale.” He 
said that the marriage, which 
puts them in the “top tier" of 
European refining and mar- 
keting, will result in joint annual 

£ re-tax savings of $400m to 
500m within three years. 

Lou Noto, chairman and 
chief executive of Mobil said: 
“This is a venture which was not 
invented in the boardroom but 
at the working level- John and 
1 agree that we wfl ] not nit-pick. 
We will not be reduced to silly 
games between the partners 
and we will not let egos get in 
the way.” Mr Noto added that 
he believes the savings could go 
beyond those envisaged at pre- 
sent and stressed that the al- 
liance should be viewed “as a 
platform for growth". 

Sir David Simon, BP chair- 
man, denied that there would 


The big players in Europe 
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be any problem combining the 
different company styles. 

It is not yet clear where ex- 
actly the job losses will fall hut 
they arc expected to be among 
the combined nun-service sta- 
tion workforce of 17,500. BP has 
a total world-wide workforce of 
56,000 and Mobil 50,000. 

BP wifi operate and have a 70 
per cent interest in the fuels 
partnership which wifi run ac- 
tivities ranging from refining 
and manufacturing to petrol sta- 
tion forecourts, all of which wifi 
be branded in BP green and car- 
ry the joint venture mark, to in- 
clude Mobil's logo. Mobil will 
operate and take a 51 per cent 
interest in the lubricants arm. 

The far-reaching nature of 
the partnership underlines the 
downstream problems in the oil 
industry which show no signs of 
receding. The over-capacity 
and squeeze on margins in re- 
fining are legend and all the oil 
majors have warned that the 
problem wifi continue as new 
plants continue to be built in re- 
gions such as the Far East. 

As recently as last month BP 
said it would sell or close three 
big refineries in Europe and the 
US. John Browne, chief exec- 
utive, said then that BP would 
retain only those plants that 
were among the top 25 per cent 
most efficient in a given region. 

Mobil dosed a refinery in 
January last year and Shell re- 
cently suggested that it may be 
forced to cut its European ca- 
pacity by up to one third. The 
move by BP and Mobil is like- 



Happy marriage: BP chairman Sir David Simon rejected talk of a dash of cultures 


ly to increase pressure on Shell 
which is perceived as being too 
slow in taking firm action to re- 
solve the capacity problem. 

Both BP and Mobil pointed 
out that they have already tak- 
en the action they believe is 
needed to balance their refin- 
ing portfolio. Mr Noto said: 
“lit me say dearly that this 
partnership is not based on de- 


spair or desperation. It is based 
on opportunity. Both companies 
have taken significant strides to 
be more profitable. But the fact 
is we are not satisfied.” 

There has been little respite for 
the oil majors on the forecourt, 
with petrol price wars raging 
throughout the UK. The baide 
is expected to spread to the rest 
of Europe where the hypermar- 


kets arc already entrenched and 
taking substantial market share 
from traditional outlets. In /nid- 
Januajy Shell and Esso shook 
the retail market by cutting 

K rices, underlining the growing 
acklash by the big oil compa- 
nies against cut-throat pricing 
at the supermarket - now ac- 
counting for about one quarter 
of the market in the UK. 


Photograph: Jane Baker 


Analysts welcome the head- 
line sav ings figure but they will 
he seeking answers on lhe ef- 
lect of the alliance on longer 
term profitability. With the 
precarious Slate of the down- 
stream markets and uncer- 
tainty over how far and deep 
the industry's rationalisation 
may go. the view is that this 
could be anybody's guess. 


‘No talks with 
GEC’ says BAe 


RUSSELL HOTTEN 

Dick Evans, chief executive of 
British Aerospace, yesterday 
dampened speculation about an 
allian ce with GEC with a pub- 
lic denial that the. two compa- 
nies where in strategic talks. 

The two defence groups reg- 
ularly discussed projects in 
which they were both involved, 
“but there are not structural 
taller of a fundamental nature." 

Mr Evans restated that BAe 
would seek more partnerships, 
but these were likely to be in the 
context of pan-European con- 
solidation to compete with the 
giant US defence groups. 

BAe, which yesterday re- 
ported pre-esceptianal profits 
up 95 per cent to £330ra, has 
been negotiating with French 
and German defence groups to 
reduce overcapacity in Europe. 

Mr Evans welcomed last 
week’s' announcement by 

France, lo restroctmt its defence 
industry os paving the way to- 
wards further integration. But 
be said-BAe wasmot interested 
in creating a “fortress Europe” 
in the industry.. “The Euro- 
peans are simply trying to speak 

to Americans on equal terms." 

He would not give details on 
anv potential partnerships or 


their timetable. “National, po- 
litical and economic behaviour 
will determine the type of part- 
nerships that BAe will seek The 
industry is in a major state of 
change." 

Mr Evans was speaking after 
the release of BAe’s annual re- 
sults which he said reflected the 
successful strategy of focusing on 
core defence and aerospace 
businesses. 

Defence operations saw a 
profit before interest c*f £4d7ra 
compared with £412m in 1994. 
The results also showed an im- 
proving trend at Airbus and 1 ew- 
er losses from commercial 
aircraft, down from £156m to 
fllSm before interest, 

Mr Evans said: “The region- 
al jet market continues to im- 
prove and 1 would expect this 
division to break-even by 1997.” 
'Airbus, in which BAe is a 
partner, had not yet decided 
whether to go ahead with build- 
ing the AXXX large aircraft 
BAe was interested, nor had it 
held discussions, about raising 
its slake in the European con- 
sortium at this stage. 

Mr Evans also ruled out sug- 
gestions that BAe might go to 
the aid of the failed Dutch air- 
craft manufacturer, Fokker. 

Results; page 20 


Trade gap narrows to £ 550 m 


PAUL WALLACE 
and DIANE DOYLE 

Britain’s trade balance was bet- 
ter than expected in December 
as a result of the first surplus 
with the rest of the EU for more 
than two years. This followed a 
sharp decline in imports from 
Europe; the deficit with the 
rest of the world increased in 
January. 

The trade figures came as the 
European Commission pub- 
lished figures showing that the 
inflation rate in January was 32 
per cent, compared with the fig- 
ure of 2.S per cent on the gov- 
ernment's preferred measure of 
RPLX - the retail price index 
minus mortgage interest 

Chancellor Kenneth Clarke 
dismissed the figure as partial 
and said that the real picture was 
much more encouraging than 


that Even so, the new interim 
measure, designed to assess 
countries' progress towards lhe 
inflation qualification for entry 
into EMU. left Britain missing 
the target - which must be no 
more than 1.5 per cent higher 
than the three best performing 
countries. In January, the best 
performer was Finland (0.8 per 
cent) and the Netherlands was 
third best, with 1 3 per cent. 
Britain is' challenging the 
methodology used to compile 
the new European statistics. 

The overall trade deficit of 
£55 7m in December surprised 
the City which had been antic- 
ipating a deficit of about £900m. 
The surplus with the £U was the 
first since August 1993 an im- 
provement mainly attributable 
to a 2.6 per cent fall in imports 
from other EU members. Ex- 
ports fell 0.4 per cent. 


The 3 per cen t fall in imports 
of semi-manufactured goods 
suggests that the underlying 
trade position was flattered by 
lower stockbuilding, as manu- 
facturers strove to shed excess 
inventories. The 9 per cent fall 
in manufacturing investment in 


Trade gap with non-EU countries, 


lEmj. 

O' 



the final quarter uf!995 was re- 
flected in a drop of over 4 per 
cent in capital goods imports. 
The deficit with countries out- 
side the EU. for which infor- 
mation is available earlier, 
worsened by almost £3U0m to 
£S9l)m in in January. 

Ch er the year as a whole, the 
trade gap was £ 1 1 .obn. com- 
pared with £10.Sbn in 1994. 
The balance was helped by an 
oil trade surplus of £43bn! the 
highest for 10 years. 

Separate figures showed that 
new consumer credit rose by 
£549m in January compared 
with £S27m in December. This 
brought the annual growth rate 
down slightly hut it remained a 
rapid I3.I percent in January. 
The smaller than expected rise 
led City analysis to conclude that 
nothing now stood in the w ay of 
a further cut in base rales. 


Gas connection to Europe gets approval 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 

Plans for a £5 00m gas pipeline 
connecting Britain to mam) and 
Europe took a large step for- 
ward yesterday with planning 
permission for the landing site 
at Bacton on the Norfolk Coast. 
The pipeline, in which British 


Gas has a 40 per cent interest, 
is regarded as vital if the UK is 
to resolve the problem of mas- 
sive over-capacity which is 
squeezing lhe company. 

Bacton will be home to the gas 
compression station at lhe UK 
end of the pipeline. The con- 
sortium, which includes eight 
other companies including BP, 


Conoco, Amerada Hess and 
National Power, hopes to export 
the first gas rn October 19W. 

The planning permission 
from lhe North Norfolk District 
Council is a boost to the for- 
tunes of beleaguered British 
Gas, which continues to be 
dogged by controversy. The 
company faces liabilities of 


about £i.5bn related to con- 
tracts with North Sea produc- 
ers which are forcing ii l«> buy 
much more gas than it can sell. 

The completion of the 
pipeline will coincide with the 
opening of the enure domestic 
market' to competition, which 
starts with a trial in the South- 
west in April this year. 
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Shareholders 
threaten Park 
Lane deal 


MATHEW HORS MAN 

Angry >mall shareholders in 
Park Lane, the London luxury 
hotel were Iasi lhreaiening to 
fight an agreed bid by man- 
agement and senior share- 
holders lo sell the property to 
ITT-Sheraloit, the US hotels 
group, for 144. 5m. 

"They arc selling the iamily 
silver on the cheap. - said John 
Hanson, who represents a fam- 
ily trust bolding 1U per cent of 
Park Lane, and who claims u> 
speak for small shareholders 
with an additional 4 per cent of 
the company. 

Mr Hanson claimed the com- 
pany had rejected offers uf up 
to £1 13m for the hotel in recent 
years, and said a more realistic 
value would be around £7(»-$Mni. 

"This is a luxury hotel and 
should fetch a better price." Mr 
Hanson said. “The current 
management are just cutting 
and running." 

Shareholders representing 
72 pet cent of the company have 
given their irrevocable support 
l<» the i iffer, accoiding to a state- 
ment by ITT Sheraton, 

The Pork Lane was built in the 

J92us b>' a group of Yorkshire 
families, whose descendants 
continue to uwn it. It was pre- 
viously listed on the 4.2 market, 
which was wound up lust year. 

The offer equates lo about 
£145, (Ml a riHim for the 311- 
room hotel. The RJlz was re- 


cently sold for about £575,000 
a room. 

As pari of its unsuccessful de- 
fence against a £3.Sbn bid by 
Granada, the media and leisure 
company, hotels group Forte L> 
sued a revised valuation sug- 
gesting an average of about 
t2S5.U0ti a room. 

There was speculation yes- 
terday that ITT Sheraton 
planned to convert the hotel in 
the May fan district of London, 
into j casino, in light of the Gov- 
ernment s planned relaxation of 
gaming laws. 

Last month, the US compa- 
ny bought the Sheraton Skyline 
hotel at Heathrow Airport, 
uhich it had been managing. 

Daniel Weadock, ITT Sher- 
aton's chief executive, said in a 
>iatcincnt: “This strategic blend 
oj acquiring premier holds in 
key markets, opening new ho- 
tels in markets where it is ad- 
vantageous. and broadening 
out base of managed hotels 
demonstrates our goal to ex- 
pand our base of leadership in 
gateway cities." 

The sale, even at £45ra. en- 
couraged analysts that the ho- 
tel market may not as affected 
as feared by the resumption of 
bombing by the IRA. They said 
lhe sale was a boost to Grana- 
da. which is aiming to sell as 
much as £2bn of assets to pay 
down debt following the 
takeover of Granada. 

Market report, page 22 


















20 


THE INDEPENDENT • FRIDAY 1 MARCH 1996 < j j £ 





TH K I N V K S T M EXT rOUTMN 

1 :. !;•.<; i-. M minus flrimond 



clear of black holes 


Thai British Aerospace produced an- 
other set of dull and predictable results 
yesterday is. perhaps, no bad thing. 
Alter years of financial black holes and 
write-offs ii w as comforting 10 see fi£- 
u res that Torn second year running did 
not contain horror stories. 

A rise in arms sales, improvements 
at Airbus Industrie, and another wel- 
come cut in losses from the regional jets 
business meant pre-ta* profits before 
except ionais leapt to 1330m from a re- 
stated £lt»9m in 1994. Including 
changes, the profits rose to £234m from 
a figure of j£2HKm. which was confused 
hv a complex web of one-off losses and 
gains from the sale of Rover and aero- 
space restructuring costs. 

Defence reported a pre-interest 
profit of l4S7m against £41 2m in 1994. 
A 2.4 per cent improvement in margins 
to 11.4 per cent, on sales that were 
slightly down at £4-25hn. underlined the 
success in reducing costs. New business 
kept the total mfihury order book at 
£9.7bn. the same level us 1994. 

On the commercial aerospace side, the 
area that almost tipped BAe into the 
abyss four years ago. operating losses 
were cut toil ISm from £156m in 1994. 
The improvement was ail the more cred- 
itable because the group was forced to 
fight for orders for Avro and Jetstream 
business at the expense of margins. 

Profitability at Airbus also improved, 
though the European consortium is 
facing very lough competition from 
Boeing and there arc worries about the 
amount of money BAe would con- 
tribute for a new .Airbus jumbo jet. BAe 
was adamant yesterday that it would not 
enter any project (hat threatened to in- 
crease its cost base. Yet some investment 
in a larger .Airbus is inevitable if the air- 
craft maker is to keep up with Boeing. 

B.Aje's massive restructuring of non- 
core assets had reduced the company's 
net worth to £S7bm in 1994, from more 
than £2.bbn in 1991. The forthcoming 
flotation of the Orange mobile phones 
operation should see the residual 23 per 
cent stake marked up from near zero 
to between £53fim and £ 5 70m in BAe’s 
balance sheet. The group now looks 
well on its way to rebuilding the books. 

The final dividend was something of 
a disappointment. The city was honing 
for an 8p final rather than yesterdays 
7_5p. This brought the total to 12.jp. 
up 25 per cent, on earnings per share 
I lb per cent ahead to 4$.Sp. BAe's pol- 
icy these days is to keep dividend cover 
at three limes over the longer terra. 

Despite its recent recovery, the 
share price, up lp to S70p yesterday. 


still does not reflect the progress so far. 
With all divisions now showing im- 
provement and further scope for cost- 
cutting and consolidation in the 
defence business. BAe remains a good 
long-term bet 

Lasmo is leaner 
after the escape 

Lasmo’s escape from the clutches of its 
rival Enterprise Oil in the middle of 
1994 has had a galvanising effect on the 
management. The housekeeping mea- 
sures introduced following the failure 
of the hid are already reaping benefits, 
as yesterday's figures for 1995 show. 

Net profits for the 12 months to De- 
cember came in above expectations at 
£3 4m, reversing the previous year's loss 
of £3m. That was a very respectable re- 
sult. even after taking account of the 
massive £24m bid defence costs which 
depressed the 1994 figures. Lasmo suf- 
fered a 5 per cent drop in production 
to 164.000 barrels a day of oil and gas 
last year as it sold older, higher-cost 
production assets. Last year saw the dis- 
posal of stakes in the Forties and Beat- 


rice fields in the North Sea and an In- 
terest in the Malacca Straits in 
Indonesia. More recently a couple of 
elderly Canadian fields have gone. 

But along with overhead cuts, 
Lasmo's portfolio tidying has brought 
it very close to its target of £3 a barrel 
operating costs by next year. After shav- 
ing a further 7 per cent in 1995. they 
now stand at £3.17. 

Although improving on that will get 
progressively harder, unit costs will be 
further reduced by higher production, 
set to rise to 185.000 barrels a day this 
year and 210.000 in 1997, and the ad- 
vent of lower-cost fields. Liverpool Bay. 
for instance, which came on-stream at 
the tum of the year, pays tax at 33 per 
cent compared’ with up to SO per cent 
in mature North Sea fields. 

But the excitement in Lasmo lies 
elsewhere. Test results released yes- 
terday confirm that Lasmo and its part- 
ners in the Hassi Berkine fields in 
Algeria have the makings of a massive 
oil and gas reserve. 

The five discoveries there to date sug- 
gest a reserve potential of 1 J billion 
barrels, with Lasmo's share put con- 
servatively at 82 million barrels or U 
per cent of its total reserves. The 
eventual figure could be at least dou- 


British Aerospace : at a glance 


Market value: £4.2bn, share price 870p 
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ble that, depending on the outcome of 
further exploration: Lasmo plans 10 
wells this year. 

Meanwhile, the share price has 
been run up recently on renewed 
takeover speculation. Shell looks an ob- 
vious predator. As one of the world's 
largest natural gas groups, Lasmo’s 
Indonesian and Algerian assets have 
obvious attractions. 

In the meantime, the shares, down 
4p at 184p, still stand at a discount to 
the 200p net asset value put an them 
by house brokers Nat West Markets. 
Good value. 


Burford offers 
shelter 


Nigel Wray is one of the whizz kids of 
the 1980s stock market boom whose in- 
vestment reputation has survived intact 
into the recessionary 1990s. Burford 
Holdings, the property group, is a case 
in point. Since Mr Wray reversed his 
Chartscarch lips heel group into Bur- 
furd in 19S8, the shares have outper- 
formed the rest of the index by 49 per 
cent, despite one of die worst property 
recessions since the war. 

The record is impressive. Burford 
claims to have achieved a compound 
rate of increase in net assets of 106 per 
cent since 1987, a return which was 
heavily boosted by November's de- 
merger of the Trocadero group, own- 
er of the eponymous leisure complex 
in London's Piccadilly. 

The Trocadero was a classic Nigel 
Wray deal. It was acquired for £94 m 
in the middle of 1994 having beggared 
two previous owners. The business is 
now valued at over £200 Kl on Aim. 

Excluding Trocadero, net assets re- 
maining with Burford showed a healthy 
16 percent rise to 104Jp last year. On 
the same basis, profits before tax 
slipped from £14.7m to £11.7m in the 
12 months to December. 

With the £154m raised from the Tro- 
cadero deal and other disposals, the 
group has £154m in cash, leaving it in 
a very strong position. The potential 
for something interesting may lie with- 
in the group of properties in London’s 
Covent Garden acquired recently from 
Scottish Widows for £49m. 

In the meantime, house brokers 
BZW expect profits to recover to 
£14m this year, with net assets climb- 
ing to ll5p. The shares, unchanged at 
107p, are a safe haven in a dull sector. 


John Will cock (MTV 1)1 A 
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“ ‘A tale told by an idiot, full 
of sound and fUry, signifying . 
nothin' is as colourful if ten- 
dentious a summary of our re- 
search output as any we have ' 
seen recently, although to be- 
fair there arc at least two . 
idiots involved." So wrote 
Philip Middleton and Charles 
Cade, analysts at Merrill 
Lynch, in a recent note on Ed- 
inburgh Fund Managers’ pro- 
posed takeover of Dunedin: 

Taking Macbeth as their in- 
spiration - “The Scottish Play 
on fund management?" - the 
pair quoted: '* ‘Doth it take - 
away the performance?' 
Shakespeare’s comments here 
refer to drink rather than 
fund management, and we 
believe that the merger 
should tend to augment per- 
formance here." 

Then on page four of the 
note they ask: H ‘Stands Scot- 
land where it did?' This has ' 
always struck us as a some- 
what otiose question, in that 
it has remained resolutely 
north of England for 'some 
time now." Let’s hope the tra- 
ditional theatrical curse will 
not fall on the merger now 
that the Scottish play’s name 
has been invoked. 

SBC Warburg continues to 
lose corporate financiers at a 
striking rate. Yesterday 
Nicholas Fry, formerly a 
senior director in the corpo- 
rate finance division at SBC 
Warburg was poached by 
Nat West Markets to become 
its head of UK Corporate Fi- 
nance. On the same day 
Stella CouJthursL another di- 



Shakespeare: Does it have some meaning for mergers'? 


rector in the same-depart- 
ment who had be^. with SG: 
1\torbuig since 1935, left to. 
join BZW. 

Ms Couithurst was recruit- 
ed by Mark Seligman, now . . 
BZW’s joint chief executive i . 
corporate finance, and him- 
self a former \torbuig direc- 
tor. With the recent defection 
of another big cheese. Derek 
Hi g gs , to Prudential, does, this 
mean that the Whrburg cor- 
porate finance side' is unravel- 
ling since the Swiss takeover? 
“No”, retorted an.SBC \fer-’ . 
burg source yesterday. 

While the bank would say 
nothing officially, the source 
said that suggestions of unrav- 
elling were “a tired, cracked - * 
record that stopped before- - . 
Christmas. There's no exodus 


Bowlers, toppers, felt hats, riding baits; tweed caps, panamas, . 
- Christy, the Stockport-based hat maker; has beat turning 
out such headgear since It was founded in 1773. "festerday the 
firm was bought for £3m by Priory investments, a London- 
based company founded just six years ago to invest in middle 
sized businesses. Christy claims it is the only company In the 
world which still makes the traditional English bowler and 
top hat, now enjoying a revival following the popularity of . 

Four Weddings and a Funeral . The company is the official sop* . 
plier of panamas to the British Olympic team this year, andis 
a great favourite of Geoff Boycott. More recently the company: 
has expanded into the “fashion-led youth market", hinting - 
out Mr Men hats and beanie hats, knitted pull-ons and a 
crus ha ble bowlen How ghastly 


or flood. Just the norinal flow 
of joiners and leavers.’? 

A gaggle of economics writers 
from the national press 
demonstrated their gratitude 
to the Treasury's Andrew 
Hudson op lus departure as 
head of the press office by 
feting him at London’s fa- 
mous Hungarian, restaurant, 
the Gay Hussar, on-Wednes- 
dny evenmg. Mr Hudson sus- 
tamecThis famous: discretion 
till the eni sticldngwith 
nothing stron^ flian a white . 
wine spritzer or 
• The one thing fie.fet slip to ' 

the hacks before Jris deprar- 

hire back to a'poUtyjqjb.iri ' 
the Treasury was tj&reyeia- ; 
tioh that the press office; had " 
had to work hard to persuade 
Kenneth Qarirenot to appear 
on Fantasy FodtbSlL ; 

For the ummdatiBd/this is - 
the la te night teleyiaqa pro- 
gramme on footie yrithxbme ' 
dians David Baddiel and. " 
Frank Skinner. The t&iicel- ' 
Jot- a NottinghaiSSwest ' . 

fan - ffioughtityro^help 
boost bis man ofti&'pepplc : 
image: -The minders toought ' ' 
our beer-qtraffmg^ 
puffing, jazz aficioda<k@^^-~ 
ciDor. was.a 

people enoughs.,.: *'5--.; ■ 


Win Damon Hill’s 
Renault Spider 


with 



•INBEPIENBENT 



W e would like to give you the chance to 
win a unique open-topped sports car 
that has had one careful owner - Damon Hill. 
Damon, hotly tipped to take this year’s Grand 
Pnx crown from Michael Schumacher, will 
road test our prize Renault Sport Spider, a 
magnificent mid-engine two seater that was 
the hit of the Geneva Motor Show. 

The Spider, which will retail for around 
£25.000, has a lightweight aluminium 
chassis and a 150 bhp 2 litre Clio Williams 
engine which gwes a top speed of 130 mph. 

Though the Spider's high-tech interior and 
racy, squat lines show its race track pedi- 
gree, this is a car that was designed for every- 
day use. Safety is a pnme feature, as is driver 
comfort and noise reduction. 

Acceleration, road-holdmg, cornering and 


breaking are all that you would expect from 
a designer thoroughbred. Production of the 
Spider will be strictly limited, and your prize 
car will cany the Damon Hill seal of approval. 

HOW TO ENTER 

To be in with a chance of winning our prize 
Renault Sport Spider you must collect five 
differently numbered tokens from the four- 
teen we are printing in The independent and 
the independent on Sunday. Today we are 
pnntmg Token 6; Token 7 'will be published 
tomorrow. The entry form will be published 
on Saturday 9 March. It must be complet- 
ed and sent in with your tokens. 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

As previously published. 



MAI merger 
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MATHEW HORSMAN 

Media Editor 

The City was betting last night 
that the proposed merger be- 
tween MAI and United News 
& Media would be passed over- 
whelmingly. on the eve of the 
deal's first close today. 

Shares In MAI. the nominal 
takeover target under the merg- 
er's structure, closed last night 
at 41 lp. about even with the all- 
shares offer from United at yes- 
terday's price of 644p. 

Lord Hullick, MATS chief ex- 
ecutive. last night wound up a 
series of institutional briefings 
aimed at convincing a sceptical 
City of the merits of the pro- 
posed merger, which has been 
characterised as “defensive'’ by 
roost observers. 

“There are no great synergies 
to be had here." said one ana- 
lyst. “But in the absence of any 
other bid. it will go through."” 



Lord Hollick: seeking to 
convince a sceptical City 

Hopes that another media 
company would enter the fray 
have faded, particularly since 
last week's dramatic statement 
from Carlton Communications. 
Michael Green's TV and video 
.services company, that it would 
not intervene. 


The combined companies, 
which will have extensive lele- 
viaon, magazine and newspaper 
interests, are expected to post 
pre-tax profits next year of be- 
tween £290m and £340m, ace- 
cording to analysts. The 
unusually broad range of fore- 
casts is a reflection of City 
doubts about the advantages of . 
the merger. Last year, there 
were pro-forma operating prof- 
its of about £265m. 

Analysts at Hoare Govett 
are among the more optimistic 
about the proposed merger,-' 
which would group MATs two 
television licences, Anglia Tele- 
vision and Meridian, along with 
United’s Daily Express, the Sun- • 
day Express, the Star and mag- 
azines and regional newspapers. 

They point to Lord Holuck’s - 
track record at building profits 
at MAI, and assume his role as 
chief executive of the merged 
companies will bring improve- 


ments lb United's- range of 
businesses. The cfaainnan of the, 
new. company w2T be Lord’ 
Stevens of United.- : 

•- But other analysts question 
whether the combination of 
television and newspapers will 
generate any additional value. 
“This is really abput backing 
^management - rather than 
'analysing value," Louise Barton, 
analyst at Henderson Crosth- 
waite, said. “We are recom- 
mending the merger, but don’t 
see any great synergies." She is 
also concerned about the likely 
losses the group will clock up 
-following the launch of the new 
Channel 5 service, in which 
MAI has a 30 per cent stake. 

. The merger marks the first at- 
tempt to marry independent 
.television and national news- 
papers, following the tabling of 
the new Broadcasting Bill. An- 
laysts expect further activity in 
the sector. 



use 


Daiwa unsure 
of merger after 
$340m fine 


DAVID USBORNE 

New York 

Daiwa Bank yesterday appeared 
to cast doubt on a merger with 
Sumitomo, its Japanese rival. 
Takashi ivaiho, Daiwa's presi- 
dent, said a merger was still one 
option, but he had no detailed 
ideas about such a link-up. 

He was speaking a day after 
the bank was fined a record 
S34Qm in the United States for 
concealing a Sl.lbn unautho- 
rised bond trading loss from 
American regulators. 

As a consequence of the 
bond trading scandal, which 
forced Daiwa to close all its op- 
erations in the US. the Japan- 
ese hank was believed to have 
accepted a merger with Sumit- 
omo as a way out of its crisis. 

In accepting its punishment 
for covering up huge trading 
losses by a rogue bond trader 
over 1 1 years. Daiwa gave sat- 
isfaction" to indignant US reg- 
ulators and itself avoided a 
lentshy trial. Mr Kniho also said 
Daiwa would be able to post 
profit* for current fiscal year 
ending 31 March. 

Announced late on Wednes- 
day, the guilty plea in a Man- 
hattan court brings to an etui the 
whole humiliating mess that 


has strained US -Japan eco- 
nomic tics and cast doubt on the 
bank's very future! Daiwa 
shares rose on the news in 
Tokyo yesterday. 

In the end. Daiwa. which sold 
its US operations last month to 
Sumitomo, pleaded guilty to 16 
charges of covering up*, con- 


spiracy, falsifying books and 
obstructing examination of its 
books by US regulators. Until 


its plea, the bank had denied all 
the charges. 

Had Daiwa held out, a high 
profile criminal trial against it 
would have started on 15 April. 
A guilty verdict at trial, more- 
over, could have meant the 
bank paying a much larger fine, 
perhaps as much as S 1 .3bn. 

All that remains to be done 
in the affair is the sentencing of 
Tbshihide Iguchi. the trader 
who has already agreed to his 
guilt in incurring" the Sl.lbn loss, 
and the trial of the New York 
branch’s former general 
manger. Masahiro Tsuda, whu 
has pleaded innnooent to the 
charges against him. 

The pleasure of the American 
government is evident. Maty Jo 
While, the US Attorney in Man- 
faattan. said the guilty pica 
“should serve as n message to 
other corporations". 


IN BRIEF 


Hoare Govett boosts ABN Amro 

ABN Amro, the Dutch bank that owns Hoare Govett, beat ex- 
pectations with a 14 per cent rise in 1995 pre-tax 'profits to just 
over £lbn. Chairman Jan Kalff said the group’s investment bank- 
ing operations had been the prime engine behind profit growth 
last year. Hoare Govett has been expanding vigorously, taking 
on 50 more people, and bonuses next week are expected to re- 
flect a good year. Hoare Govett was involved in five of the sev- 
en top UKdcals'in 1995. . . ' 

Computer company In Centrefold talks 

Eidos, the computer game company has confirmed, it is in talks . 
which may lead to an offer for Centregold, the troubled video games 

the former maths teacher wfafEoa^ CeutregokJ in 1993^ has un-_ 
delta ken to accept an offer of 40p per share for his 29 per cent 
stake. This values his holding at £5m.and the company at £16m. 

Willis Corroon hit by £36m provisions 

of over £36ra to cover the costs its UK underwriftmg 

operations and pulling out of surplus property. The jjroup said it 
will take 20 years longer than the originally planned J5yeais to exit 
fully from ail underwriting obUgaiioiis. Ft announced a 38. per cent 
rise in prc-ta^pre-excepnonal profits to £79m. Costs were reduced 
by £28in in 19?5, with a further flQm-plus reduction expected this 
year. Chairman John Reeve, who jo toed Willis last November from 
Sun Life'Corp, said the insurance industry globally was Inefficient 
arid ripe for the introduction of modem technology. - 



>«T. *m . n. 


^ iTV 


./"' .iv - 
:V-. : 


I COMPANY RESULTS ™1 

- 

TtonoverE FMoi£ 

ffS 

Dhrideml 

BriflxH (F) 

5.7ttn (6.356s) Z34ffl(20fcn)- 

4«^JC2.6p) 

1Z-5P (10p) 

Boriftif IMp (F) 

344m (27 4m) 11. Ira 114.7m) 3.04pi4i6ol 

1-95p(1.75p) 

CoiriaGnnptF) 

1t»02tSnii SSBmlCSn) 

26Jip(Z»Bp) 

10.4 pO 

lasnsff) 

637m p46n9 

1 Gp (-E.4P) 

1^5p [125p) 

Ufa Sckncss (F] 

2Km(17flm). SaTrattMAri) 

74p{108p) 

44p.(44p)-. 

Sana Crap (SJ : 

-323m p6#n] 15^m <1£.5(TTl 

ISp.tIM - 

4.7B (art ' ' 

TtaMMbrttiftasiOT 

1B3nt(138nfl . S3.6ft(860m) 

17J6p.p5.9fci) 14Jpf1i2jrt 

W0»Camw(fl * 

.66501 (BTQnr 50J2m (5.6m] 



(FJ-Fbial (Q-bntrn 

H-ta 





m 



. ■•■j 

j ■ 

-I 


* N*':. • 









vA \i . . m 




'iii* •»*! 

>., ,T>/ •. , ’. ■ -H- 









THE INDEPENDENT * FRIDAY l MARCH 19M 



21 


n 


I" Ry< hv k 

' ~ -iil 


1 

s *GI*v 


fp\ to c iiut ^ 

- * wl L 

action 


m: • 


>r'r • 

Si rs,; , 

'N.” . 

i*.p • *v 
• S ■ Vr - 


*■ 






). v f "f 

.. r.J 

' ii’5* •**:*;• mi*. - 

'v**-*'- 4 • • • 

l V.-Z 0'5>.- 

‘ iv.- • 
K Jeti -j _ -. 

£ ■*.'. • • 

:J ; W -•;• • 

-• v 


Set: 

s. • 


s 


■ ■• ■• -. t_- ■ v- ■ ■ 

-& v.-. 

imjs:-. Vp/vi ■* 

'5 

:■ -• ■•• 
>-v a 6 " ;■ 
«£*V •t.rfk.* • • 

:5 .r. . ., 



3te . . 

-*•> ■ • •'• V 

f* . 

! s». • 






Rail link could succeed where Eurotunnel failed 




'Since the Eurotunnel 
disaster, there surely 
cannot be much 
of an appetite for 
privately financed 
projects with anything 
resembling a tunnel 
attached to them’ 


A ,asL Richard Branson seems finally io 
got something. The national lot- 
tery? No chance. Channel 5? Come off it. 
Oi n highspeed Channel nmnel rail link? 
Well ainghi then, but only as part of an eight 
member consortium with Virgin in a sub- 
seroant poshfonto the City investment bank, 
5>UC Warburg. The real question, however 
is not so much whether it was Mr Branson 
or others that secured the project for Lon- 
don & Continental, as just what the con- 
sortium has actually won. Post the 
Eurotunnel disaster, there surely cannot be 
much of an appetite Cor privately financed 
projects with anything resembling a tunnel 
attached to them. 

In the case of the high speed rail link, 
there are 26km of the things and that is not 
the only similarity with Eurotunnel. The 
proposed method of finance - debt sup- 
ported by a very sizeable stock market flota- 
tion - also bears a marked similarity. Nor 
do you need much of a memory to know that 
Warburgs was the bank which convinced a 
generation of hapless investors to sink their 
money into Eurotunnel, not just once, but 
twice. 

Enough scepticism, though. There are in 
fact a number of good reasons for believ- 
ing that the high speed rail link might suc- 
ceed where Eurotunnel failed. The first and 
most important is a whopping £1 Jbn in 
Government and EU grants. Most of this 
is a capital grant towards the estimated £4bn 
eventual cost of the project. Though this will 


not be paid until well into the project's con- 
struction phase. iL does provide a degree of 
comfort not available to Eurotunnel. 

The balance is in the form of deferred 
payments by the Government for use of the 
track by romuter trains - rental income, in 
other words. Add this to the revenue stream 
London & Continental will gel from the 
one-third interest it inherits from British 
Rail in Euros tar, and the company already 
has a quite considerable guaranteed income. 
The idea is that this will be used as a way 
of guaranteeing to bankers that debt ser- 
vicing and repayment obligations will be 
met. The guaranteed income will in some 
way be securitised. No wonder that even 
Eurotunnel-scarred bankers are saying, 
“Hold on, this might actually work”. ’ 

A further plus point is that there are no 
contractors in this consortium. True, Arup 
and Bechtel are closely related towards the 
bottom of the evolutionary chain, but as 
design engineers and project managers, they 
are also an entirely different species. With 
Eurotunnel, the contractors were allowed 
to write their own blank cheque. That 
won't happen this time round. 

Furthermore, Eurotunnel began lap- 
ping the equity market before it knew in 
any detail what it was supposed to be build- 
ing. In this case a detailed design and engi- 
neering plan involving expenditure of up 
to £250m will be completed before a 
penny’s worth of equity is raised on the 
stock market. 


All good reasons, then, why the high ; 
speed rail link, the largest project so far to j 
have emerged from the Governments pri- j 
vale finance initiative, might work. E\ eri so, j 
ii is going to require all SBC Warburg's paw- ( 
ers of persuasion to dose the credibility gap i 
- the more so since it is equity investors, | 
rather than bankers, who this time will be ! 
expected to provide the bulk of the finance. ! 


Stakeholding is a 
dangerous slogan 

T^ony Blair may have stirred up more than 
A he bargained for when he pinned New 
Labour's colours to the stakeholders tnasL 
In a speech yesterday. John MonksTgener- 
al secretary of the TUC, interpreted this 
woolly concept as an open door to winning 
new employment rights. Speaking at a con- 
ference organised by the Commission on 
Public Policy and British Business. Mr 
Monks added fuel to the debate by arguing 
that stakeholding could only be built "on a 
floor of employment rights.'' He used the 
occasion to argue for a new industrial re- 
lations settlement based on new employment 
rights for individual employees. These 
would include, for example, the right to he 
consulted about major changes in a company 
through democratically chosen representa- 
tives: and the right for unions to be recog- 
nised when a majority want it. Rest assured, 
the Tory party machine will demonise Mr 


Monks' words as the smoking gun of re- 
cidivist trade unionism lurking behind stake- 
holding rhelorie. 

However, it was some less predictable 
voices at the conference w hich should give 
Mr Blair real food for thought about the 
possible dangers of his new umbrella slogan. 
Colin Mayer. Professor of Management 
Studies at’ Oxford University, drew a con- 
trast between the more rigid economic 
■structures of the stakehi tiding countries of 
Europe and the greater flexibility that came 
with the Anglo-Saxon model’ of share- 
holder capitalism. He warned that we could 
be leaping onto the stakeholder band- 
wagon at file very moment when technical 
innovation made flexibility particularly 
important. 

Another perspective came from Matthew 
Gaved. a specialist on corporate governance 
at the London School of Economics. He 
argued that the real problem with share- 
holder capitalism in the UK was nor one of 
excessive power but of impotence. Big fund 
managers like Hermes and M&G com- 
plained they were next to powerless when 
trying to influence the management of a 
poorly performing company. That left exit 
- ihe sale of their shares - or a takeover bat- 
tle as their only real sanctions. Reforms 
were needed to allow shareholders to exer- 
cise their voting power on their own reso- 
lutions more frequently than the AGM. 

The slogan of the slake holding economy- 
may make for good soundbites for Tony 


j Blair in the run-up to an election but 
Labour needs to do a lot more w'ork on the 
j policy if it is to be taken seriously as a solu- 
1 lion to the vexed problem of corporate gov- 
j emancc in Britain, let alone Ihe still more 
i ambitious task of improving the perfor- 
j mancc of ihe economy. 

! BP attempts to 
crunch the customer 

T he last one out switches off the lights. 

The rationalisation of greui swathes of 
European industry continues apace with BP 
and Mobil merging their European down- 
stream aclivilies in a deal which, competi- 
tion aut hones allowing, will almost certainly 

prove a trend setter. Where's it all going to 
end? 

In theory, the relentless drive towards 
lower costs in industry and commerce, 
should result in lower prices. If the market 
is doing its job as it should, the consequent 
savings flow into new iuuustries. new tech- 
nologies and ultimately new jobs. But it is 
not altruism alone which drives businesses 
into these huge, rationalising mergers. The 
motivation is as much about market power 
and dominance as anything else. Don't be 
fooled. Competitive pressures may be the 
immediate cause ol' the BP/Mobil get 
together. By becoming number one in 
Europe, or close to it. however, the ultimate 
idea is to crunch the customer. 


£500,000 for sacked Exchange chief 



Slanging match: Michael Lawrence (left) and John Kemp- 
WeJch have given MPs very different versions of events 


JOHN E1SEN HAMMER 

Financial Editor 

Michael Lawrence, fired as 
chief executive of the London 
Stock Exchange in early Janu- 
ary, agreed a payoff of just un- 
der £500,000 yesterday, as an 
official inquiry into the Ex- 
change looked set to turn into 
a public slanging match. 

The pay-off was well below 
initial expectations, given the 
manner of his removal sources 
said. Mr Lawrence had opened 
negotations for over £lm in 
compensation for his dramatic 
removal from the £342,000 a 
year post. 

Refusing to comment yes- 
terday on the details, Mr 
Lawrence said: “I do not see this 
as a pay-off for failure, but one 
for success.” 

Because of the abruptness of 
Mr Lawrence's dismissal, and 
the confirmation that it would 
result in no change of policy, die 
Exchange is believed to have 
feared it had a weak band in the 


pay-off negotiations, and was ex- 
pecting a settlement nearer 
£700,000. 

The Treasury select commit- 
tee said yesterday it intends to 
recall John Kemp- Welch, chair- 
man of the Stock Exchange, to 
answer questions about Ihe 
widely different versions of 
events leading up to Mr 
Lawrence's dismissal. 

Interviewed by MPs on 
Wednesday, Mr Lawrence had 
accused Mr Kemp-Welch of 
stabbing him in the back, after 
giving In to pressure from a ca- 
bal of powerful market making 
firms which had mounted a 
coup to wrest back control over 
the Exchange. 

Mr Lawrence said he be- 
lieved be had the full confidence 
of the Exchange's board, and 
that there was no wanting of his 
sudden demise, engineered by 
a tiny fraction of the board’s 
members. 

Angered by these claims, it is 
believed that Mr Kemp-Welch 
will feel obliged to give more ex- 


Storehouse in £62m stores deal 


NIGEL COPE 

Storehouse, the Mothercare 
and BhS retailer, made its first 
acquisition since the era of Sir 
Terence Conran yesterday, pay- 
ing Boots £62.5m for Childrens 
World, its loss-making out-of- 
town store chain. 

There are 56 branches of 
ChUdrens World - but the busi- 
ness has made only one mar- 
ginal profit since Boots first 
launched the concept nine years 
ago. Last year it made an op- 
erating profit of £500,000 on 
sales, of £105m but has since 
slumped back into Joss. 

- Storehouse will change the 
name to Mothercare and grad- 
ually expand the range ox toys 
and equipment such as prams 


as well as bulk buys of dispos- 
able nappies. Five more stores 
arc due to open this year. “We 
think we can make alot of mon- 
ey out of it,” the company said. 

Storehouse plans to reduce 
costs by£5m which will include 
some job losses at the Childrens 
World bead office in Nottingham 
which employs 137 staff. Store- 
house will make a provision of 
£20m to cover the redundancies 
and other integration costs. 

It is likely that Mothercare 
may resume its “Mothercare 
goes up to 10” offer in the out 
of town stores as there is more 
space to stock a wider range. 
Mothercare dropped the older 
ranges some time ago and has 
been concentrating on clothes 
for children up to age seven. 


There are 2 69 branches of 
Mothercare in the UK almost 
all on the high street. Howev- 
er. the company has recently 
opened three stores on out of 
town retail parks - at Fosse 
Park, Leicestershire, Cheshunt, 
Herts and Chelmsford in Essex. 

Keith Edelman. chief execu- 
tive of Storehouse, said: “The 
purchase of Childrens World 
enables us to speed up the 
pace of development and gives 
us out-of-town opportunities." 

The deal was applauded in 
the City which could see bene- 
fits on both sides. Sean Eddie, 
retail analysis at NatWesi Se- 
curities said. “It is one of those 
rare birds where evetyone is a 
wanner. It is earnings enhanc- 
ing on both sides.” 


Boots has removed a long- 
running dud from its portfoilio 
and achieved a better-than-ex- 
pected price. Storehouse has 
picked up a chain of 50 good 
out- of-town sites which is a rare 
opportunity given cun-enl plan- 
ning restrictions on out of town 
stores. 

The deal gives Boots the op- 
portunity to concentrate on its 
core business. However the 
company has still to come to 
grips with other under-per- 
formers. Do It All, the DIY 
chain is still losing money and 
is unlikely to attract a buyer. 
Fads and Homestyle are also 
struggling. 

Boots shares dosed 5p high- 
er at 594p. Storehouse also fin- 
ished 5p up at 310p. 




THE SECURITIES AND FUTURES AUTHORITY 

“Rolling Spot Forex” Business 
Amessage for investors 

As of today March 1st 1996, firms offering “rolling 
spot forex” dealing services should have applied 
for authorisation under the Financial Services Act. 

♦ If you are a customer of one of these firms you can 
cheek if it has applied for authorisation by calling 

: ISrmarion Une cm 01426 944403 

♦ If the firm you are dealing with is not mduded ™ 
information Line yon should contact .the 

* and Investments Board on 0171 63S 1240 immediately. 

The Information Line will be updated once 

V. 1* L.— LnrMnmAOCCMj. 


♦ Bdtff authorisation is granted you wiB not eojoy the 

protections offered by the Facial Services Act, 

• such as the investors compensation scheme. 

Notice issued by the Securities and Cottons 

• ’ Grnire, Cottons Lane, London Shi Ho. 

SFA h respons&lefrref^oting members of aUthe 
City investment mari£ts, U the stock market, eu ™T' 
financial /zrfnm, commodity futures markets ana 
corporate fihnnce speeiulisis and off market tra 
Around ij25d firm are rcgulated by SFA. 


US agrees to 
open-skies deal 


DAVID USBORNE 

New 'fork 

Pressure was increased yester- 
day on Britain to settle its dif- 
ferences with the United States 
on finalising a new bilateral avi- 
ation agreement after Wash- 
ington signed a sweeping 
liberalisation agreement with 
the German government 

The “open-skies” pact 
promises to end restrictions on 
passenger and cargo flights be- 
tween Germany and the Unit- 
ed Stales, granting the airlines 
of each country access foal! des- 
tinations in the other and re- 
moving other restrictions on 
capacity, services and code- 
sharing arrangements. 

It remains contingent, how- 
ever, on the US government 
agreeing to grant immunity 
from fair-trading laws to 
Lufthansa and United Airlines, 
which plan to extend their al- 
ready existing code-sharing 
partnership. Such immunity has 
already been extended io 
Northwest Airlines and KLM of 
the Netherlands. 

“The new agreement will 
Open the skies over the Atlantic 
for German and US airlines and 
guarantee them the leeway they 
need to succeed ou the transat- 
lantic aviation market,” said 
Germany’s Transport Minister, 
Matthias Wissmann. Both rides 


hope to confirm the deal in time 
for a visit to the White House 
in April by the German Chan- 
cellor, Helmut Kohl 

Attempts by Britain and the 
US to strike a similar open-skies 
deal have so far met only frus- 
tration. The European Com- 
missioner for Transport. Neil 
Kinnock. is against member 
states negotiating bi-lateral 
packages, and wants a collective 
agreement. 

The latest UK-US round of 
talks were aborted by the US 
side last autumn. A deal with 
Germany could barm 
Heathrow’s position. 

Last month, the Rareign Sec- 
retary, Malcolm Rifltind, ap- 
pealed for a quick resumption 
of the talks with the United 
States. 

Included in the deal, for ex- 
ample, is a provision to allow 
carriers to pick and drop off pas- 
sengers at points beyond the US 
and Germany. Thus Germany 
could become a hub for flights 
by US airlines, to Asia. German 
carriers, meanwhile, would be 
allowed to fly into the US from 
other third countries. 

A separate “goodwill” pack- 
age will take effect almost im- 
mediately while confirmation of 
the iufi deal is pesKlmg. This will, 
for example, allow US airlines 
to add 20 flights a day to its 
German schedules. 




plicit details of the problems and 
difficulties associated with Mr 
Lawrence's management style. 

In his first highly fraught 
hearing before the Treasury a:- 
lcct committee, Mr Kemp- 
Welch had told MPs that Mr 
Lawrence’s departure had been 
preceded by a steady erosion of 
confidence in the chief execu- 
tive’s ability and his manage- 
ment style." 

Sir Thomas Arnold, the Con- 
servative chairman of the Trea- 
sury committee, said yesterday: 
“Michael Lawrence said some 
very strong things, and we feel 
Mr Kemp-Welch should be giv- 
en the opportunity to respond.” 
Referring to the different ver- 
sions of events. Sir Thomas 
said: “So what is it all about? Ws 
need to know.” 

In their inquiry MPs have 
been focussing on the powers of 
the market-making firms, which 
dominate the current share 
trading system in London as 
middlemen by offering buy and 
sell prices. MPs’ have ques- 


tioned whether the privileges ac- 
corded these market makers are 
anti-competitive, and therefore 
whether the way Ihe stock ex- 
chang is run, if the allegations 
of market making dominance 
are correct, is itself anti-com- 
petitive. 

The committee said it intends 
to call the Treasure to give 
public evidence on the matter, 
and will ask the Office of Fair 
Trading whether - in the light 
of ihe controversy - it wants to 
look again at the activities of the 
market makers. 

The OFT may also be asked 
to give public evidence. “The 
key question taking shape in my 
mind is whether issues of the 
way the exchange manages it- 
self also raise questions of com- 
petition.” said Sir Thomas. 

“One lot of players say the de- 
cision making at Lhe Exchange 
is flawed, and define those 
flaws, and another lot also says 
it is flawed, and defines the flaws 
completely differently. There is 
a lot to look at here.” 


IN BRIEF 


Business Link problems Isolated incident’ 

The problems at Business Link Merseyside that led to the sus- 
pension of two senior executives were "ah isolated incident" which 
did not indicate widespread problems in ihe national network, 
the Department of Trade 3nd Industry insisted Iasi night. The 
Liverpool-based organisation confirmed that Peter Burns, chief 
executive, and Stan Patterson, finance director, had been "sus- 
pended as a precautionary measure" pending a review of oper- 
ations by accountants ai KPMG. Deputy prime minister Michael 
Heseltine. who launched Business Links three years ago while 
president of the board of trade, would not comment. 

Amex and Microsoft sign Internet deal 

Microsoft and American Express have signed a licensing agree- 
ment for software allowing secure payments on the Interne L On- 
line transactions with American Express cards will use Microsoft's 
version of ihe Secure Electronic Transactions protocol. This will 
provide encrypted communications worldwide. 

SKB cuts 400 jobs across Europe 

SmilhKHne Beecham. the drugs group, announced a major re- 
structuring of its manufacturing network in Europe involving the 
loss of 400 jobs, the closure of five plants and the reduction in 
size of a further two. .Two plants in France and others in Italy 
and Spain will shui. Those at Crawley in Sussex and Heppignies 
in Belgium are to be “downsized". 

Fund manager find £20 y 000 

Rea Brothers ( Investment Management ) was lined £20.000 yes- 
terday by City watchdog 1MRO for allowing overdrafts to occur 
on client accounts 


Highlights from 
Standard Life's Annual Report 
and Accounts for the year ended 
15 November 1995 


The Croup 

► Croup assets under management increased over the year 
by almost £6bn to £44bn with total new premiums 
amounting to just over C2bn. 

► Standard Life is exceptionally strong financially - with 
a Triple A’ rating from both Standard & Poor's and 
Moody's - and is more than able to finance all likely 
future developments whilst retaining its mutual status. 
It therefore has no plans to demutualise believing 
strongly that a well-run mutual company should provide 
better returns to its policyholders than a proprietary 
company which must be run primarily for the benefit of 
its shareholders. 

► With profit policyholders continue to receive excellent 
returns. 

► Group development continued with - 

-a branch office opened in Frankfurt and distribution 
agreement signed with Germany's largest life broker, 

-a joint venture agreement signed with one of India's 
premier financial institutions in anticipation of the 
opening of the marketplace in that country, 

-a Representative Office in China opening in Shanghai 
later this year. 

United Kingdom 

► Whilst business flowing from the tie with the Halifax ceased, 
business from other sources increased in a difficult market. 

► Continued interest from overseas companies in acquiring 
UK insurers is likely to keep in business a number of 
companies which might otherwise have left the market. 

► Standard Life is pleased that a consensus is emerging that 
the regulation of the financial services industry requires 
urgent change. 

► Guidelines on corporate governance were issued to the 
Chairmen of the FTSE 100 companies. 


Canada 

► The flow of funds into stocks and bonds, fuelled by the 
slowdown in the North American economy, contributed 
to excellent returns from the financial markets. 

► A new range of group savings and retirement products 
was well received and considerable success was achieved 
in the individual savings and retirement markets. 

► Overall new business was at record levels. 

Republic of Ireland 

► Whilst demand in general lias shifted from traditional 
product lines, sales of pension products has remained strong. 

► Investment in the infrastructure supporting its Irish 
operations has ensured that the Company can meet die 
needs of its customers now and in the future. 

Spain 

^ Premium income increased substantially and further 
branches were opened across the country. 

► During 1996. Prosperity intends to acquire additional 
product licences and develop the means to extend its 
range of insurance and financial products. 


The Annual Report and Accounts, including the Agenda for 
the Annual General Meeting to he held on Tuesday, 23 April, 
will be a\-ailablc from Friday, 29 March. Policyholders may 
obtain a copy by writing to the Customer Information Twin i?f 
PO Bor 14 1. 1 Tan field. Edinburgh EH3 SRu or by telephoning 
(0131) 245 2668. Proxy forms may be similarly obtained by 
members entitled to wte. 53 



STANDARD LIFE 


The Standard Lie Auurance Company* is a mutual company reentered m Scotland (no SZ4) Head Office 2 George Sneci Edinburgh Tel {01 31 i -2S 3552 
The Sundafd Ule martetmg epoup includes Standard Life Pension Funds limhedt Standard Ue Trust Management Limited*! Siandard Lie Fund Management Umiied't 

‘Regulated by the Personal investment Authority tRegulaied by iViRO 
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market report/shares " 

iWjMiiiWB gales beckon as peace prospects help boost Granada 


FT-SE 100 
3727.6 -10;6 
FT-SE 250 

4215.0 -0.5 

FT-SE 350 

1864.1 -4.2 

SEAQ VOLUME 
768.2m shares, 
31,886 bargains 
Gilts Index 
93.05 -0.26 


share price, trance 
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Granada could be near to 
clinching the first of the big sell- 
offs promised during the furi- 
ous £3.8bn battle for Forte. 

The shares, weak since the 
IRA bombing campaign cast 
doubts about its ability to ex- 
ecute quick sales at realistic 
prices, gained 19p to 72?p. 

Although the peace initiative 
helped the shares, the main chi- 
ving force was the prospect of 
asset disposals which Granada 
urgently needs to reduce its 
debt mountain. It is due to de- 
cide on a £1 22m offer from Re- 
gal Hotels for 67 of Fortes 
White Hart country hotels by 
this weekend. And there is also 
talk a deal has been reached 
over some of Forte’s so-called 
trophy hotels, a portfolio which 
has attracted former Forte 
chief. Sir Rocco Forte. Grana- 
da could, however, find its 68 
per cent Savoy slake, with its 
readily available valuation, the 
easiest asset to sell. Savoy “A" 
shares held at IJISOp. 


But the popular guess is a 
deal, possibly with Whitbread, 
over the Welcome Break chain 
of 26 motor way services areas. 

Granada, already owning 
26 service areas, undertook to 
sell the Welcome chain to 
avoid monopoly problems. A 
price of around £290m is 
thought to be likely. 

For Whitbread, a motor- 
way purchase would represent 
some consolatloa for its failed 
£1.05bn offer for Fortes bud- 
get hotels and roadside restau- 
rants. 

The rest of the stock market 
endured a lacklustre session 
with Lhe FF-SE 100 index los- 
ing 10.6 points to 3,727.6. An- 
other poor performance by 
Government Mocks, weighed 
down by weakness in European 
bond markets, undermined 
sentiment, 

British Petroleum, on its 
Mobil deal, gained 10.5p to 
539.5p. The shares would 
probably have moved even 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

Stock market reporter 
of the year 


higher if sudden doubts about 
crude oil prices had not taken 
their toll. La&mo slipped 4p to 
I84p. 

Barmali Castrol felt the im- 
pact of the BP/Mobil deal, 
falling 39p to l,051p. Negative 
comments from ABN Amro 
Hoare Goveti did not help. 

Leisure shares continued to 
score from the proposed re- 
laxation of gaming rules. Stan- 
ley Leisure, the bookmaker, 
gained a further 16p to 435p 
and Bass, with the added ad- 
vantage of planned longer pub 
opening hours, moved ahead 
5p to a 759p peak. Ladbrobe, 
still helped by bid hopes, 
gained 2Jip to iS6.5p 

Acorn Computer held at 


224p. Olivetti, the Italian 
group, has agreed to sell 10-5 
per cent of the capital to a U S 
institutional investor. The deal 
will cut die Italian interest to 
46.4 per cent. An Acorn 
spokesman said Olivetti had 
been -pressurised'’ by the 
American investor to sell part 
of its shareholding. 

Memory Corporation, with 
a system for revitalising de- 
fective computer chips, con- 
tinued to express worries about 
today's results. The shares fell 
3Sp lo 332p. They have lost 70p 
this week. 

Lucas Industries, reported 
to be bidding for a 28 per cent 
stake in French car-parts mak- 
er Vfcleo firmed L5p to IS7Jp. 


If it does succeed in buying the 
stake, from Italian industrialist 
Carlo De Benedetti, it is ex- 
pected to bid for the rest of the 
capital. 

Such an exercise would cost 
more than £2bn. 

\brkshire Hectriatycame in 
for another speculative run. 
gaining 12p to 754p. Sparking 
the latest interest were re- 
ports that at a US conference 
Thomas Boren, president of 
Southern Electric, the US 
group which has already con- 
quered South Western Elec- 
tricity, talked of more UK 
buys with Yorkshire and Mid- 
land (up 4p at 394p) topping 
the hit list. 

In recent days Yorkshire 
has attracted determined buy- 
ing from two US investment 
bouses, Bear Steams and Mer- 
rill Lynch. 

Boots gained 5p to 594p on 
the Children's World sale to 
Storehouse, up 5p at 31 Op. 

The flurry of hotel activity 


- a bid for the unquoted Park 
Lane Hotel, two new issues and 
the rumoured Granada sale ~ 
was good for battered Qneensr 
Moat Houses at one time up 
to 173p. The shares dosed al 
16.75p,a0.75p gain- Specula- 
tion QMH will attract corpo- 
rate attention is never far 
below the surface. 

Streamline, a road marking: 
group, traded at 184p against 
a lSOp placing -price. Jt ac-'; 
companied its market -debut! 
with news of a £105m highway 
maintenance contract ■ '■ 

Life Sciences International, 
the health care group jumped : 
15p to Illp. cfepfte'a near £Sm- 
profit fall to fiO.TnuTh e^ap^r 
poinunent of Riccardb Pigif- 
ucci as c bief execative helped 
the shares/ . • - 


TAKING STOCK 


{3£enddl, the straggling 
■ bnfidmgdtesign consultancy 

forwrtyknoTOMT’RM, has 

to theMiifctoniajn Canunis- 
sfoiii Panetlt has aI$o won 
other cominSssto&s.Davld 
TioneO, efrsirmam f believes . 
tbere are “grounds for en- 
couragement. KehdeO, which 




group where. Chris Akers, 
ex-Swiss Bank Corporation; 
has moved in as; chairinah, 
firmed Q.5p to 14p-in frasy 
trading. 


open (1^, -was on e of the 
worst performing- shares last 

ye^ Tliisyear tbt dtm^s ; 

' have found a new tow.- Q.7Sp. 

’ OViewtoa, which supplies 
kejpads to hotels to al 6w 
guKtstoobhiincmnput- 
erised data; jumped 35p to . 
26Qp. The sham were Boated 
1 pa; AIM at lOOp in December 
wbmffcs companyraised 
,£L5»u The strtngtiiof the 
shares wiO bring joy.to execu- 
tzvwatstoddmkers.Sterw St 
Co who took flotation fees in 
'Shares' and optSoti&Tbey are 
locked in until November. 
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fa^s on both counts. Many the productivity gains are pax- 
- individuals do not acquire the ticular to the firm and the tech- 


skills that they and the econo- nology it uses. One serious 
J&: my need. Meanwhile the great- disadvantage of Labour’s old 

- -T?^, 


portable vocational skills which 
make up general t rainin g; that 
should be up to the individual 
and the state. 

The academics may be right 
Unfortunately little research 
has been done into the kinds of 
returns that employers get from 
training, or into the reasons be- 
hind their training decisions. 
What is dear, however, is that 


employees benefit dispropor- 
tionately from the lands of 
tr aining that firms undertake. 

In a new paper for IPPR's 
Commission on Public Policy 
and Business, Sieve Machin and 
David Wilkinson have analysed 
who receives training and who 
doesn’t. In an examination of the 
Labour Force Survey they dis- 
covered that companies educate 
the well-educated. 

In 1994 26 per cent of grad- 
uate employees bad received 
training in the previous four 
weeks, compared with 18 per 
cent of those with A- levels or 
equivalent, 13 per cent of those 
with GCSEs and 4 per cent of 
those with no qualifications at 
alL Moreover, firms train even 
when employees pick up con- 
siderable financial returns as 
well. Those same highly edu- 
cated employees who are re- 
ceiving in-work t raining also pick 
up the greatest personal return 
from the courses they lake. 

This finding has several con- 
sequences for policy-makers. If 
individuals already have good 
basic education or portable 
vocational skills, then firms 
seem ready to shower firm -spe- 
cific training on them. 

Two problems need lo be re- 
solved The first is ensuring that 
everyone gets adequate baa: ed- 
ucation. And the second is find- 
ing an effective and fair way to 
fond the acquisition of additional 
portable vocational skills. 



Sir Ron Dealing: called in by the Government to study the structure and funding of higher education 


Ideally basic education 
should be provided by the 
school system. Bui as long as it 
fails to do so, people also need 
access to courses at other stages 
in their lives. Unskilled indi- 
viduals are unlikely to be able 
to afford the cost in advance, nor 
wiU they sec huge wage returns 
afterwards, given that they are 
simply catching up with the ed- 
ucation others received courtesy’ 
of the taxpayer. So the state will 
have to invest on their behalf in- 
stead. And given that there are 
fewer knv-skDI jobs available, in- 
vesting in the low skilled has the 
added social benefit of keeping 
them off the street and out of 
the dole office. 

Another possibility is lo force 
firms to coutribute towards 
general education for unskilled 
employees. Adv ocates of Com- 
pulsory Learning Accounts ar- 
gue that employers should be 
obliged to contribute a certain 


percentage of the payroll to- 
wards an individual education 
fund for each member of staff. 
Firms will inevitably see con- 
tributions to general portable 
dolls as another tax on em- 
ployment. An alternative way to 
ensure businesses contribute 
to the skill base they benefit 


boost to your earning power. It 
also confers access to further 
training and education through- 
out your life, so it seems rea- 
sonable that graduates should 
contribute to the education too. 
Eighteen-year-olds are rarely in 
a position to stump up several 
thousand pounds in advance. 


Individuals who get the highest 
return should contribute most 


from is to finance broader ed- 
ucation through the general 
taxation to which businesses 
already contribute. 

Bui the news is not all bad for 
the taxpayer. There is even less 
reason, in the light of the 1PPR 
evidence, to continue with such 
a huge subsidy to higher edu- 
cation. Going to university 
doesn't just mean a one-off 


but borrowing and then repay- 
ing the money over a long pe- 
riod makes perfect sense. 

Sir Ron bearing will consider 
ways to make graduates pay to- 
wards their education without 
crippling them with debt, or dis- 
couraging them from going to 
university in the first place. 
Academic education is one form 
of portable skill. Other portable 


skills - such as bricklaying - may 
be just as useful for employees 
moving between jobs. But at the 
moment academic education 
absorbs all the state subsidy, 
while would-be bricklayers are 
forced to invest in themselves. 

Ril/ticians and polity-makers 
are right to be concerned about 
expanding and financing posL- 
16 education. But they should 
not do so in a vacuum. Whether 
it be portable vocational train- 
ing, or higher education, the 
state should take a similar ap- 
proach to each. 

Individuals who gel the high- 
est returns from iheir educa- 
tion should contribute most. 
Examining higher education in 
a vacuum will only produce 
more inequities and complica- 
tions in the funding of post- 16 
education. Sir Ron Dealing’s re- 
mit should be widened to con- 
sider everyone else's adult 
education too. 
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sport 


FIVE NATIONS COUNTDOWN: England’s lineout may be Bristol fashion but some critics argue it is not ship-shape^.0>s Tim Glover 


Rega n’s ta rgeti ng of 


ft If there was one area of 
S England's play that was 

J J l - - r_ 


deemed to be in safe 

hands, it was the sccnnd-rnw 
partnership of Martin Bayfield 
and Martin Johnson. The 
British Lions pair, with a com- 
bined weight of 36 stone and. 
if one were placed on the oth- 
er's shoulders, a height of 13ft 
Sin. were considered to be the 
most effective in the Five Na- 
tions, perhaps the world. 

As England's uninspired sea- 
son moves uncomfortably to an- 
other momentous match 
against Scotland tomorrow 
somewhere along the line, or 
more specifically die lineouL the 
game plan has gone badly 
wrong. Following the defeat 
against France in Paris and the 
less than satisfying victory over 
Wales at Twickenham. Bayfield 
has been singled out as the play- 
er most responsible for the 
team's spectacular under- 
achievement in the lineout. 

It is a primary source of pos- 
session. earning more weight in 
the schemeof things than the 
scrum, and yet England's line- 
out has thus far been a disaster 
area- They play at Murrayfield 
without Bayfield, something 
that would have seemed in- 
conceivable at the beginning of 


the year. The selection of 
Garuth Archer is a gamble but 
at least it gives Mark Regan a 
more familiar target to aim at. 
He has had all season for 
Archer practice at Bristol. 

Regan has taken even more 
criticism than Bayfield. “Light- 
ning" Regan his detractors have 
nicknamed him, on the grounds 
that he never strikes twice in the 
same place. Bayfield is 6ft lOins 
but Regan has not been able to 
find him. The impression 
gained is that if you were pick- 
ing a darts team, the- Bristol 
hooker would be on the bench- 

jack Rowell has studied and 
re -studied the videos and if 
there is a missing link in the line- 
out it is noL in the England man- 
agement's view, down to Regan. 
After the French fiasco Rowell 
telephoned Regan to offer some 
much needed solace. “He said 
that no-one was blaming me and 
that boosted my confidence a 
hell of a luU" Regan said. 

He would have needed an- 
other help line after the Wsdes 
game. If the lineout was bad 
against France it was even worse 
against the Welsh. "All the crit- 
icism I've had is definitely unfair," 
Regan said. “There are three 
pans to a lineout: the hooker to 
throw the ball: the jumper who 


has to catch it; and the support 
nlavers who have to protect nim 


players who have to protect him 
and give him a dean shot at iL 
In the last two games we haven’t 
done particularly welL 
“Againsl France I saw Mar- 
lin Bayfield hit, barged and 
knocked all over the place and 
be suffered exactly the safne 


against V&les. I threw twopret- 
tv bad balls aeainst the Welsh 


ty bad balls against the Welsh 
but I was just putting them in 

the same place I 

usually do, and __ . 


our confidence again in the 
lineout, and it’s not just down to 
me. The whole pack has got to 
live in each other's pockets dur- 
ing a game and look after each 
other. We have been playing by 
the laws and we’ve been pun- 
ished. We’ve got to be stronger. 
The lineout is always a jungle. " 

Fred Howard, the former in- 
ternational referee, believes the 
lineout is so shambolic it should 

be abolished- “I 

can see the 


Gareth Llewellyn The whole pack purists cring- 


was getting lifted , , , .. 

20 feet in the air. £*Qt tO llVS 

What can I do . . . , 

about that? The in each others 

next time 1 threw . . . 

in i gave the bail pockets during 

a bit more air and , 

it just went clean 3 gSITl© 

over the top. ° 

"AVe need to be 
a lot more street- 
wise and we need to train England's E 
against opposition. When we The feeli 
practised alone we looked fan- warfare Baj 
tastic. 1 put it up and Bayfield who is now 
caught it every time but in a fessional rug 
match it tended to sail over him a saint tha 
so there was a problem there Archer, agg 
somewhere. He didn’t seem to of belligen 
be jumping as high but it’s an pushed aroi 
area the whole team has been that Archer, 
working aL We’ve had to build is predomim 


“It was the best save 
I’ve made this season.” 

Ken Pringle. Carlisle. 
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r ing," Howard 

to live wrote in Rugby 

News,” but does 

others even most 

. committed spec- 

during tutor real hr want 

to watch his side 
win just three 
clean lioeouts 
per match, as 
happened in 
Euglaud’s first two games?" 

The feeling is that in jungle 

warfare Bayfield, a policeman 
who is now' described as a pro- 
fessional rugby player, was more 
a saint than' a lion and that 
Archer, aggressive to the point 
of belligerence, will not be 
pushed around. The problem is 
that Archer, like Martm Johnson, 
is predominantly a front jumper. 
“It will be veiy interesting to see 
how he fares' at number four." 
Brian Hanlon, Bristol's director 
of coaching, said. 

With Simon Shaw injured, 
Bristol have been playing 
Archer in the middle of the fine- 
out. “Mark and Garatfa have 
been very effective at club lev- 
el and their timing has been im- 
peccable." Hanlon said. “They 
can dominate any game in the 
lineout. International rugby re- 
quires a higher level of con- 
centration but if they can remain 
focused they can do the job. 


*Pve had a few chats with 
Mark about the England per- 
formances. He’s an extremely ac- 
curate thrower who can hit the 
spot It’s just that sometimes I 
wonder whether he's been aim- 
ing at the right spot Instead of 
throwing straight at his man be 

tends to throw down the middle 
of the lineout, giving every 
jumper a 50-50chance. Against 
Wiles Bayfield's ball was taken 
by Derwyn Jones and if Mark 
bad thrown any higher it would 
have missed everybody. There 
was a problem over liming but 
if Bayfield ended up on his 
backside or being barged out, 
that is hardly the fault of Regan.'’ 

Some critics think there may 
be a flaw in Regan’s technique 
but considering that be has been 
meticulously groomed for this 
role, a more plausible explana- 
tion is that he s suffering by com- 
parison to Brian Moore. No 
doubt there were many in the 
RFU hierarchy who were glad to 
see the back of Moore but Bay- 
field, for one, will have mourned 
his retirement. When it came to 
hitting the bull's eye, Moore 
was in the Eric Bristow class. 

Regan, who is 24, is bigger 
than Moore and 10 years 
younger. He was introduced to 
the game at the age of eight by 
the Keynsham dub and m the 
England pecking order be has 
gone through the entire set 
menu: 16 age group, 18, colts, stu- 
dents, Under-21, emerging play- 
ers and England A. He made his 
debut for England A in the 21- 
20 win over Ireland at Donny- 
brook last season and established 
himself as Moore’s successor 
following a successful tour to 
Australia and Fiji in the summer. 
And, by profession, Regan is a 
fork-lift truck driver which, as it 
happens, is just what England's 
jumpers need at the moment. 
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For the high jump: the England lineout rehearses yesterday . ; ■ ' Phofogtepfit Peter Jay 


Glory of Scotland’s unlikely advance 


jrt' 

'Ji 


>■ e=i- 


To hear Richie Dixon 
t alkin g, you would 
think that the Scotland 
selectors sat down at the start 
of the season and calculatediy 
wrote off everything that came 
before the 'Five Nations' 
Championship as worth much 
only if it helped towards this 
greater goaL 

Hence, obviously, the awful 
performance in achieving a 
draw with Western Samoa 
which was treated as a defeat by 
players and followers alike. 
Hence, too. the equally des- 
perate defeat by the Italians of 
a team styled “Scotland A", 
but the full international side in 
all but name. 

Mind you, this latter debacle 
- its most pointed statistic be- 
ing the 1-4 try-count - came 
only a fortnight before the 
championship opened and 
surely not even Dixon, who is 


After a calamitous build-up to the championships, the Scots 
engage England as favourites tomorrow. Steve Bale reports 


just as canny as coach as Jim 
Telfer is as team manager. 


Telfer is as team manager, 
imagined that it foreshadowed 
a march all the way to the 
Grand Slam. 

But if they achieved nothing 
else, these results lulled the rest 
of us into such a false sense of 
security that already Scotland 
have beaten Ireland, France 
and Wales - so that when they 
play England at Murravfield to- 
morrow the Grand Slain, Triple 


Crown and Calcutta Cup, not 
forgetting the newish Five Na- 
tions trophy, all stand glitter- 
ing before them. 

To bear Telfer talking. on the 
other hand, you might just won- 
der how on earth the Saits have 
got this far. The manager, who 
has this season developed him- 
self into a curious mixture of 
mascot and martinet, says Scot- 
land were lucky to win both 
away games, in Ireland and 
Wales, and verging on the sui- 
cidal in the way they beat 
France. 

Here is a man for whom the 
word “disappointed” is a post- 
match response to any even- 
tuality - to which one can only 
respond in turn that if he was 
as disappointed as he said af- 
ter beating the Irish, French 
and Welsh, he must have felt 
diabolical after drawing with 
the Samoans and losing to 
Italians. Unless he takes the 
amazing Dixon line that the 
first two matches were part of 
a grand design that was crucial 
in creating the following three 
victories. 

In fact it was not like this at 
alL There was no devilish plot 
For one thing. Scotland .have a 


habit of playing like amateurs - 
if they will pardon the expression 
in these days of open (profes- 
sional) as well as open (Scottish) 


rugby - before Christmas. Hie 
51-15 thrashing by New Zealand 
in 1993 was one such example, 
though perhaps more striking 
still was the 1994 equivalent 
when they lost 34-10 to South 
Africa, because that preceded 
going three-quarters of the way 
to a Grand Slam in ’95. 

Then, the unlikely Scottish 
advance was finally halted at 
Twickenham and they were giv- 




Dixnn: The great calculator 


en a flea in the ear by Brian 
Moore, now the ex-England 
hooker, for having the temeri- 
ty to stop Will Carling’s boys 
playing the fast, loose rugby of 
whidi they liked to talk, and still 
do. How deliciously ironic that 
it should now be Scotland who 
have made a thrilling -art form 
of playing fast and loose and 
that it will be England's choice 
either to copy the Scots of-lasl 
year or this year. 

Either way, it is a fascinating 
prospect, though even : Dixon 
could not have expected his 
team to have become the role- 
models of the Five Nations. In- 
deed. you could argue that a0 
Scotland’s first two matches 
did was assist Telfer and Dixon 
in resolving who not to pick, 
though that was dearly no bad 
thiag. ” 

Thus only eight of the team 
who faced Samoa m November 
survived to face Ireland two 
months later or England to- 
morrow. The subsequent 29-17 
defeat in Rieti had three specif- 
ically beneficial effects in per- 
suading the selectors to restore 
Michael Dods on the wing, Iain 
Smith at open-side flanker and 
Doddie Weir at lock. 


- They might hare hoped for 
more fine-out' ball from Weir, 
tat tb^coukl scairefy complain 

about tKe other two. Having ■•*. 

beenrestored forhis goal -kick- *T 

ing, Dods. has notkjeked as * 

many as be would bare liked tat 
has compensated with, three of 
Scotland's five championship 
tries; Smith has.bemi the single. --_jl 

most important ioiWard in 
achieving thecontinuity neces- - : - 

saryfor the Scots’ fluid rugby to T * 

function. ’ 

After the 7 embarrassment in - — 

- Italy, the need was not to de- 
. velqp a game' plan - Scotland 

already had<one,even if it had 

no t been working - tat to de- tsr 

velop the confidence to use it. 

That this has transpired is 9” 

poignantly demonstrated by 
the continuing relpgation of 
Craig Chalmers and Gary 'Zr. 

. Armstrongs Lions, half-backs 
both, to; the replacements’ 
bench. 

■ It has been said, hot least by sh 

Tfelfer himself, that Scotland 
have been helped by the 
timetable of^ foetr- fixtures: to St 

start the. championship with . 

belandjwas preferable to start- ^ 

ing with anyone else. But let us -- 

ta&foattbe.time(anditBless , 

than sis weeks ago), the Scots jr^ 

did not have a prayer wherev- 
er theywent How wrong we all 
were: how glad to be so. 


PICK OF THE DAY 


TFSS WEOCENWFencfcig 
Men’s Worfd Cup ep6e 
Hendon 


The British nxsid of the men’s epte 
Worth Cup, tx3d this weekend in 
Hendon, north-west London, 
promises to be the toughest since 
the last Ctfympab. With the Olympic 
Games only flow months away, 
many internationals are. soil com- 
peting for the last individual places 
and the London round is the 
penultimate qualifying event 
Quentm Bemmav considered the 
most talented home product of his 
generation. Eeads the British team. 


Berrfmah gained refuabie expert-; 
enceUrwn years of training wfth the 
French squad in Parts before re- 
tumingto.his native Vfefes. France 
has enteita a 13-stror® team. In- 
cluding Franck G^ewsto from Ber- 
riman’s former club, Le Chesnay. 
Last year, Arndt Schmitt beat his 
feflow German Mtehaa Hegec Both 
return this time together wdh foe 
test of Germany's 1995 World 
championship team. . . . 


How to** taw* M*np«wan PWeeTrwi- 
ng School, T>* Pc«f CertrB. Xarodrome Hpoi 
Hendon. London iwi®. nJOpm scan to- 
woroi a n a how &30an on SundaK'S^ec- 
taong s tee. Gee firiat 2nm si 


Forte Museajm, Sahani Park Handcn.’ 
Mratoorc £&20 adufia, SSJ3D cwzVL'ttobr- 
ea unocrfftwtt CalndatoOtotheiJ Itoej. 


This weekend 

TODAY 

BOWLS: Ire tsh i Wrr -'r indoor Qmjtvwi- 
snujs •Sa ararfZ &u. n s>- sars on me open- 
ing day er. IDar-. cat. unu omw» nrrt-. 
Armscn: ii zkcs,. Pan,. Stnr<- 

ham Lane, tasetfi. Soumarroton. Tel: 
01703 SS34«i. 

CURSJNG: r.uca ut> Scoosh Cria^onshi» 
iPenh, . Piaj zortmjci today at 9am. The Erst 
pi a.-afl 1 n v. 10am Bwe rw . The women's 
final on Sutday ts & 2CL3<Uni. mrtn the men's 
Snal a: 3prL Dewars ftr», GwSw. Perth, 
fid: 01733 62^1331. 
swawwet V-as; ■■^Scra' Ur«c««e Oom- 
owwgs 'Carcur,. Heas san ar ltan daw 
rjrra SunCav, mS- Tfi finatt irom A3f>om. fits- 
maw £L Srrpffe ?M. Vftod Street. Carta. 
TENNIS: LTA ajcoten'i (Soiitrtamp- 

tnni. rTays sars at 3pn irth opener Eras t» 
day. sem-fras aarcirras and ne fmats on 
Sunday. Scecatnfi ts free Har-ipsrere Tennis 
ana OuS. 3 cte.- »aas. Wes: End. 
Scudvimctyi. c reacfiet: font uncaon set- 
en of V2 7. Oet. 01703-3511381 LTA men's 
soreflee 'Ctovgctj. Todays hna mn De 
contested Sy Oar, SapsfwtJ and tha Dutth 

man Server Open. Play sans * lorn and wee- 
W5ng a tree. Average Oab. Harm*al Way, 
Crej-oyin. Strrey. rre-j oiei 636 9133i. 

TOMORROW 

FOOTBALL: FA Caftrf Prertaraup, E«ae«i 
Leasjo BeS's Seffisn Uapja. 

RUGBY UNION: Frjt Mmms' Ch a mp 
ireurt : wjas lab ta; Lari*wne Read): 
Sccrtr.3 . Erhard .30> <ai WunavfisM,. A 
Inxmantsai: nt, i E.-igarc (20j 
C enge Class' Crarrcgre i hp Ftaunal Lra^ye 
Trueftftatyn Parti < Covwr, (12 36 1 . 
HOOEY: Mer.'i'.Vo.-rer.'ti rintcro: Lcaojes. 
RAONG (National HibiI unless stated): 
UNGHSb (AW FtoQ: MemDeu £13. Taner- 
50(3 £9'. Sli.er Rnfi £3. ;2.10‘. WOLVER- 
HAMPTON (AW ruin Entrance £3: WidMraJ 
£10 re» erw.ee to Viernne Rerateant; ad- 
CC'Xiai £15.90 for ir«a,. i >.0>. DsncastOR 


£3 11.01. Wanridc CM) £12 116 to 24-wor- 
oUs £6): Tatterjafc £8: '5)u»8e £5. tt.AS|. 


BOXING: WBC super-mddlew«« tfiamp*- 
orertop: Higet Bern (Bfort, hddert v Thiiane 
Matmga (Sa). iNewcasOe). Tlcttts: £20. £30. 
£50. £75, £100 reigad& Piwnoton sans at 


6pm. Newcastle Arena. ShoSaetoy lane. New 
cosi'e-upon -Tyne, s 400 yards from Centra 
railway statBVL (0191 403 8000 ). 


liSOpm and 4pm tonwrow. On Sunday pfay 
starts at 9am, conduttog at 7pm. Spectating 
s tree. Portsmouth Bom. Arundel area. 
Portsmouth. iTefc 01705 320506). 

SIMMY 

football: pa Carer® PremiefsNp; Uvapooi 
v Aston VMa 14b). Ends*e*?i Insurance leagie 
First PMsrantGnmsbyv Sunderland (3.0); lp- 
swwi v Leicester (3.0): Oldham v Tranmera 
(2.55). Bars Scotush laagje PrerraerDneawi: 
HAeman v Rart^n (3.(8. - •- 

RUGBY UNION: CSS Insurance Utdar-21 D.- 
•asovt Championship: London endSouBvEast 
V Norm (Z301 tot tmoer Ccutt. Soum West 
v MKSands (2J0i ur Brk&mar art Atoort). 
ATHLETICS: Bn tain's world cross-country tri- 
als (Ashraon). Tarteraute: 1130am senior 
women, 12.-5pcn (urUor men. 12^5pm junior 
women, 1.10pm senior menftveistte Pint, 
Stahefbrt. Northumberland, is leeched torn 
A3 norm of Nwrasde upon Tyne by ratong A19 
s®iposted»orT)rteTlw)ei,trienA3a£»tDAsh- 
mgran and A198 to SakofenL ■ 
BASKETBALL: National Cup finals (Sheffield). 
Ptoffamme: noon: Men's Netenat Tracfiy 6- 
nal: Coventry v Crysal Palace. 2.15om: 
Woman's National Cop ftnat Bratoa end Da- 
genham v Sheflfeld. a JObnc Men 6 Naoon- 
al Cup flnah London Towers v Snefftetd. Thefe 
are a tot tenets left at £7 adults, £4 chBdren. 
Sheffield Arena. Bmu&non lane. <8 sgrposr- 
ed one n*te irom junction 34 ot Ml, taLmg 
A6176 lowarth the tsty centre. The Arene » 


sene) v Manchester CKy (7^*5). B i det el gh to- 
■uienue Learie net DMmton: Barnsley v 
West &txnwWt (7.45): arrrwt^xm v WoJwsr- 
hampton T7.45): Chariton v Southend <7^5: 


Oysrai Palace v &vTt»y |7^45)r Port Vela v 
Uiton (7.45); Watford v Derby (7^5). Sec- 


Urton (7.45); Watford v Derby (7^5). Sec- 
ond Dhrfatoo: Crewe wYortcHiAvBmntftxd: 
Peterbo r c u gi v SMndon (7.45): Wsdein v 
Chestertefo. Third DMefoo: CartSff v Wigan 
(7.49; FUham v DerlMon; Martfapooi vHere- 


ford; Scunthorpe v Lincoln. Auto Wind- 
semm SMeM Northern Area final ftrat MT- 
Rotherham v Qrfcsie. Auto WkuNcntenz . 
SMaH Soutbem Ares total flat let STrews- 
uwy » Bnstol Rovers. Spatdtng Cup qnarter- 
Itoahi.MocecBmbe v. Mactfcsfleid (7^*51:. 
Southport v Gateshead (7.45). QM Vauxtrafl 
Cordm u nce: Bath v SkAS^i (7.45): Fambor- 


NEXTWSKENO - . 

FOOTBALL: Satordsqr: FA Oip Uth- round re- 
play: Tooanhara v Nottingham Forest Soon 
muntt: Chelsee v WlmMadon L3.0), FA Carteig 
&enrtershta EradKeWh League and Bed's 
ScottBh Leagje; Sottqe RA Cup stoh raunefc 
Leeds vUretpooi (4X9- Monday: FA Cup sMh 
round: Ma n ch e nta r Utd v Sout ha mpton (8J). 
RUGBT LEAGUE: Saturday: S* Cut Ctrafonge 
Cup sarrt-ftsifc StHetera v Wklnee (2,15). 
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County O am p(orishtosaTB-flnais:Lflncadi(re 
v WaiMdaNre C2-3Q) rat Preston Graeahop- 


a>-.. 




ou^i v Walng (7.45 k 
( 7.45): Rmcom » ACmcS ta m (7>S5)1 Scottiefa 
league Second DMafort Ayr v Forte: Clyde 
v QueewoMhe South. TMrd DhMoee Cale- 
donian TTusBa v Queen's Park. Wednesday: 
FA CasBngPreadenHic Aston Via vShdWd 
Wednesday (7.45): Queen's Pant Ranges v 
Leeds (7.45). EndaMgh toe u rancs Lasgne 
Second D M sto rc Notts County vftWai (7^9; 

■ Wycotraie v Braeaon (7.45). SeotHMi Inava 
test DAMorcArtnev HemS ton; ftjnfcrmSne’ 
v [Xandee. Third DMstorc Rem County v Al- 
bion. TheredejcTereMors ScotflshCnp Wtti 
round: St Johnstone i Hears (Si)). 

RUGBY UMOteltaeedayt.Ctob MsbdMs: 
Bnstol v Royal New (7.0K Gwueeetarv Amy 
l7i»; Pornypod v Bern Hi! 17.0). Wednes- 
day; H ipn i — utattm Match: East MkSands 
v Serbenans (3.0l (er Northampton). Club . 


vwarwtcksfwe C2JQ) lot Rmfori Gaeshop- 
pen): Sutey vGfouxsa«beb.CoingeCkfos' 
Chamoionarap. Hamafcsi wwsh 
RACING: Setuidar. SOUTHWELL (AW Hat): 
Oub £32; Tatesafts £6 tOAP members of 
course's Diamond Qub £4, accompanied in- 


CAJWE PW: Scoatsh Wftd Wa ter Champ.- 
ci eJ «u» iTtssDecrg). Rxir classes are ccmesed 
m the crvprtporahlps. a oontest wh«Ji * OBO 
me first Division A race ct the season. Cana- 
dian endues is me Bra class away at noon, 
me 100 entries set out at ooe-nsnuta mter- 
cafe. The 4 5tm course on *e ftwTey starts 
at Stanley Brahes a Thsttobne. View me (ac- 
me at Stanley weir or at the met), wtah b 
the best vantage ejMil leave A3 (ram South 
at Stanley eat tB9099) end foUovr mad to (h- 
nh or> nffn. nmcft a m to from Stanley vWlags. 
OCTOPUSK Nabonal Finals (Crystal Palace). 
The sprat s best desenbed as undsamier hock- 
ey. Play sans at 1pm and spectating ts bee. 
Crystal Palace Natrona Snorts Centra, taiktng- 
ton Road. London SOS. Bnosn Rad: London 
Verona to Crystal Mace, the station is adja- 
cent b Centre. lT«: 0181 778 01311. 
ROLLER HOCKEY! European Cup Quaster-fi- 
rtai first leg: Ape* HBU v RSC uibsm (Suit) 
■Heme Bayi . Apex Heme Bw Unced, the Bnosn 
ctemoens, hare reached the quttter-flmf sage 
cfthcEtaopanCUL DhngonmeSwaOBm 
Mfc. RSC Utb^n. As bath (Us are amatn* . 
Heme Bay have a good chance of progres s - 
ing mcr the tws legs » meet orefos^Onal ot»- 
postren in the serru-finats. The match starts 
at 7pm. Aorzaon £3aduas, il.SOctrtdren. 
Pur Pavtecn. Heme Bay. K era. 

SAILING: Rva Nawwal bn^ry Shov (Aleran- 
ara Palace . Lone or;. SaaboarB^if one or (he 
wrtfs largest Sn^ri sating ex/idkbans. with 
ewymme tor emhusasts and b epnnaro . 


Musteo at the function of A6178 and 
Brouffiran lots. (Tel: 0114 256 5656). 


OWOEWOrvoa water Race (GrandajSy.Tay 
slde). tentongpaintsareatsaiiesithesec- 
ond Dntoon A race of me season, tndindusts 
Stan at Liam, tolioned by me teas relay at 
2pm. The 4hm course on the ftwr Tay starts 
at Lagg. near AbarfeHv. on A827 and finsh- 
es at GranottiV- Besr viewing e at me finch, 
where the padiers must regjtrate the rapsb. 
GUY PIGEON SHOOWB: OauNe Rse Bfttsh 
Open OamgareftraiNaOngianu. Tha first train * 
CftarnpiartsMp of the season usuofly attracts 
a large eray on the toe. CompeentE hare in 
be quich n this ever* as t»o davs are released 


der-lBs tree). aiD): Ayrr » Friday. (1^5). 
Chepstow: Oub £24; TattarsaSs £10 (QAPs. 


Chepstow: Oub £14: TaOersaSs £10 (OAPs, 
£5). (lb). Sandcnnc CUb £15, Junior CU) 
ttMSwsi £13: Grandsand and Paddodc £12: 
SBW Rtlg£5(tL55}. ' • 


artrenans (3.0l (of M ort hampont.. Ctob . 


bImk CarobndgB Onw v Paduans (7-19; 
v Newcastle (7.0); Nuneenn v Rugby 


momg sway and « anenge. Shooongs»»B 
Bt&3uon and shadd he concluded after Until. 


et&Juan and sho^d he concluded after Must 
Suectatmg « tree. Notunaram and Drst GC is 
nne mfee north of Noom0iam on A61£. so^h 

4l luvtron wiQi A6097. (Tet 0115 927349a 
to Saturday?. 

CYCLO-CROSS: Danfort Wheelers (London 
5E13), Tbs meaongis restricted ttrwonwurd. 
era arty. First race a n 11am. BtnamCom- 
mon h at me function or the South drat* 
rued and Shooters HM Rrwd, London 5E18 
MOWCBOSStSreOAdwnoeWomanonalSe. 
nes (SWndoni. Open pracbco m Utofost rairtd 
of rhree ra at 9303m. vein the firs of nine 
races m three desses at noon. Admission. £S 
adits. £4 QiP*. chtowi tmer-14 fisc. Fcn- 
tt* Moo Poto rear Swindon ss^iposJEd from 
junction 15 on M4 


(7.15); Oxford UnMMyrKantD Qahuto Um- 
verarty (Japan) (3.0). 

RACMG: Monday: Ooacaacar: Chfo 04 
Grandstand £6; fancy Endears £3 (under- 
16s frees* enclosures). iHratraceZO-WM- 
*orOut)£12;TaKmafe£8:Si«tRM^£4. 
(2.20). Uismetort Oub £15 (QAPs £12fc Tis- 
teraato £10 [OAPs £7); Course £3. (2.101. ' 
; Leicester OuO £12; Tauersafo £2; 
£4. (eccomoenled imer-16s 
tree). Free racecerta. (2.20). Nwwbury: 
Mmfoers £12; TUforaaBi £& SUW nw£3 
(OAPs half pnes). (2.10). -SwdgsIMd: Pw£‘ 
SOCh £fl HWt £4);. Oourae £2- (ZOJ. 
WednesdiK WOLVBtHAMnON CAW FM* 
entrance £ft «fi«ionra £10 for entrance to 
Wewng RMausnu addtoml £1530 for meal. 
(240). Bangor: Paddock £8; Course £4 (un- - 
der-lfis ties as enefoswed- UL55). cattsr- 
Kfc Oub £11; Taoerasns E7: Come £250 . 


The drew to detennfae wtvcfi quafrflefs 
wffl play the taaang 16 playen; tfraady 
seeded at the Embassy World Snookr 
er CaiatnpiortslT^. in Sheffield tram 20 
April to 6 May, wifi made live on BBC 
Grandstand at Spm on Saturday 23 
March. The final querying round will be 
played on the two preceding days at the 
Tel tort international Game and 16 gp 
ttvou^rto Sheffield. - 
- Embassy Wwftl Oiamptomh/p, CrudUa 
Theatre, Shefltefts, 20 Axa a 6Miy. 
Afodnfon: Rest round 00^24 Apittr Seatons: 
1030*01 £4, 3pm £5. 7.30pm ttSoanji 
mrwt QS^/M:3a30mS5 r 3tn£&SO. 

■ 7JOpm £8. Nam: there an no morning S8S- 
dons on Thurstey 25 Aprff and a 2pm arter^ 
wOnsartand on.Sm*w23Aprfapin mra 
QuanerJMs GOAptl-lMnyt: KL30am Tubs- 
-&£e.«WhesdV£R5a-3OTia. 7J30pm 
£3. SBmJ-awfc: hwratfoy 2 May 2pm £&. 
730pm £U-Ftity3MtVlB30Bm£&.3pr. 


£W. 7. 3Com £14. S*un&4Mayi]ll30om 
£S. 3w7i 03. TJOpm £ !&»»/ (5-6 May) 


ci nfjreuoytxrw 

sea store L44JEO; 2r>27«nLwBafc£liO; 28 

Acrt-6 May wand week £220: 20 AprtPQ 
May both weeks £330. There are a drafted 
number of dbMK nttt Eg off Sstod pike for 
sesakvrfrum 20-27 Apr* and afternoon ses- 
sons wto end Muting die rjuarter-flnals. 


field: Merabras 
£5. (150). 


Ooerme umes: Tbmxibw lOwtv^rsra smt 
10am- Som, Admeson: £640acajtts. £24 


L13.W ,x rr«ai. i i.ui. uoncastsr. 
Chjfl i;: Cran^arc £S. Faxtij Enclosure 
£3 onocarres.. 4.55'. Nere- 

bwy: Msrsen £13; Tjaeraafc £8: Stiver Ring 


efttten under- 16. Atorarasa Palace, Wood 
Green. London N22. « essftv reached from 
North Circular Road. (Tel: Otdl 444 7S9Gi. 
TWPtN B0WUN& BIBA Snfies IPatananh). 
The Engrth ranNngevetiLbao two sessions at 


Next week 

FOOTBALL (7J30 unless stated): Monday: 
FA CerOng wede raMp. Neec a s d e v Mon 
crester Lftd ( 8 . 01 . W vresAaO Confannem 
Hemssfas r Hesarxg (7.45); stevraraffl v 
Dorer (7.A5L Tuesday: Uafs Cop qurter- 


fintf first ls£ Bayern Munich v Ncttm^jara 
forest (7_isr FACrefinC Pr e m i er sh ip: Ar- 


S under-2ls £3). (2.0). Toweea tec Members 
£12: Tatteraafis £Si Oourse £4 iCv plus ad 
occupants £15). 0301. Wfrurantme Mem- - 
tKR £12-» Uunior MetntMR, 17 1« 2? yeers^ 
£630); Teneraato.EBt Courae (end care » 
course) £4, tumer-lfe free iroMendceurw). 
(ZIOj/FUday: Jtyr. CUD £12: Grandstand 
£7 (OAPsiuB-pnoe). (150L Maricet Resen: 
Oub £12; TfflJersaBs £8 (OAPs who are mem-, 
bera of couse's JuHee.Ctab f»): Suver Ring 
£5 (JubHee Oub OAPs £2.50). (1.40). 
Sondoen: Oub and Grandstand (combined)' 


T town vmugi MIC UUULW 

meat. 55 NdrtWc Sfrwt, Shetffetd, South 
YbMhat SI AM. |7« 0114 276 9922). Per- 
aflefAcnktffHfeQuctevtyteJr-' — 
vs** a WK cart open on 9 March. 


" - J-«S £ : 


Details of forthcoming events with 
information on tickets and venues 
should be sent to: The Sports 
Desk, The Independent, 1 Cana- 


da Square, Canary Wharf. Ldbdon 
E14 5DL. Fax: 0171 293 2894; 


- -**wfea 

' Sftc- 


Compiled by Pcod Moher 
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Dwyer’s Cheltenham 
hopes hit by whip ban 


Racing 

GREG WOOD 


It is not a remedy that you will 
find in a medical textbook, but 
Ihe sight of Aldeibrook win ning 
at Kemplon last weekend - 
with someone else holding the 
reins - seems to have signifi- 
cantly accelerated Norman 
Williamson's recovery from a 
shoulder injury. The champion 
hurdler's regular jockey will 
return to the saddle at Newbury 
this afternoon, and with less 
than two weeks left to the Chel- 
tenham Festival, Williamson 
must try hard to forget the old 
saying that misfortunes come in 
threes. 

After his victories in the 
Gold Cup and Champion Hur- 
dle last season, Kim Baileys sta- 
ble jockey was expected to 
consolidate his new position in 
riding's elite during the current 
campaign. So far, though, he has 
-J simply had plenty of time to 
catch up on his reading. A fall 
at Sedge field in October left 
him with a broken leg, and dur- 
ing his first subsequent ride in 
Britain, on Eskimo Nel in the 
Tote Gold Trophy at Newbury 


in February, he dislocated his 
right shoulder in a fall at the 
fifth flight. 

Cyrus the Great will be the 
vehicle as Williamson attempts 
to end his dreadful run of bad 
luck in the last race on today’s 
card, a juvenile novice hurdle. 
“1 saw a specialist last night and 
he was happy for me to return," 
Williamson said yesterday. “If 
the shoulder comes out again I 
will have to be operated on. but 
Til just be trying to stay off the 
ground. Tm just having one ride 
and I might have a couple on 
Saturday. We'U just have to see 
how I get on.” 

Williamson's luck was no bet- 
ter at the Festival two years ago, 
when a suspension forced lum 
to watch Flakey Dove, one of 
his regular mounts, winning 
the Champion Hurdle under 
Mark Dwyer. This year, how- 
ever, it is Dwyer who wfl] be a 
spectator on the first day at 
Cheltenham, after he was 
banned for three days 9,11 and 
12 March, by the stewards at 
Nottingham. The officials de- 
cided that Dwyer had used his 
whip with unreasonable fre- 
quency on Master Nova, runner 
up by just a head to Baronet 


when 11-8 favourite for the 
card's novice hurdle. 

“I won’t appeal as there’s no 
point," Dwyer said later. "It s 
the first time I've ever been in 
trouble over misuse of the whip 

in Britain, though I have been 
suspended twice in Ireland. It 
was disappointing not to get just 
two days as it was my first of- 
fence over here and that would 
have meant not missing the 
first day of Cheltenham.” 
Chris Pimlott, Dwert agent, 
said: “At this stage be did not 
have a confirmed Champion 
Hurdle mount. It would have 
been much worse if this ban had 
affected the other two days of 
the Festival when he has some 
really good rides.” 

A jockey in a better mood 
was Andrew Thornton, who 
rode a winner at Ludlow and 
avoided considerable embar- 
rassment in the process. At the 
14th fence in the handicap 
chase, Thornton's mount Maa- 
mur and Tony McCoy, riding 
Rectory Garden, jumped to- 
gether. but McCoy seemed sure 
to hit the deck when his mount 
made a bad mistake. Thornton, 
though, reached across and 
hauled him back into the sad- 


dle. “Tony was going out of the 
back and side door,” Thornton 
said. "And he needed something 

to grab bold of. It was funny, but 
h wouldn’t have been if be’d 
beaten me." 

Master Oats beat 14 rivals in 
last year’s Gold Cup, but one 
trainer at least is hoping that 
rather fewer runners go to post 
for this year’s renewal Gener- 
al Rusty has not run since his 
success in the Charisma Gold 
Cup at Kempton in mid-Octo- 
ber and his official rating does 
not put him within three stones 
of One Man. but unlike many 
of the other entries, Char lie 
Mann’s chaser is a confirmed 
lover of fast ground. 

“We will leave him in the 
Gold Cup just in case it is fast,” 
Mann said yesterday. “Then the 
likes of Master Oats, Monsieur 
Le Cure and Imperial Call 
would come out and it might be- 
come just a five or six runner 
race. It’s a long shot bnt you 
never know." 

In fact, with dear skies over 
much of Britain and the track 
at Cheltenham untouched since 
early December, the odds on 
Mann getting his wish are short- 
ening by the day. 


Cigar’s heat subsides to allow training 


Cigar's trainer, Bill Mott, be- 
lieves that America's Horse of 
1995 will be able to resume 
training tomorrow after bruis- 
ing bis off-fore foot in Florida 
last week. 

Cigar has made good 
progress since the setback but 


was unable to resume training 
on Wednesday due to heat in 
the affected hoof. 

Mott has expressed the need 
to get at least two pieces of work 
into the horse before IS March 
in order to have any chance of 
making the Dubai World Cup 


HYPERION 

4jOO Colonel Kelly 
430 Fantastic Fleet 
500 Hand Woven 


15 OM53 ROVESTAR (20) fG Burr) J King 5 11 0 . 


15 6P IfOAN osarm (107) BuOJer N Thonson 6 10 9 D Monte 

17 unuSM-iDGwilWiarcs, RAirw6ID9 taPHraioyBj 

13 0 MABQE MARtE (41) <Ura M A AGBEnj R Etehn 6 10 9 DMmdfb 

-Udtebrad- 

BETTWG; 9-4 Sfr Leotard, 5-Z Mao t c aMW , 5-1 Jan H Ace, 10-1 Juddow Nonna. 12-1, Roves- 
tar. 14-1 Hustle Coon. 16-1 often 
1395; m c orc acrang 

FORM GUSE 

MOMCASMAft k. heading for the Chetenhatn Fesvral. out Simon Sherwood wfil not j«i 
tfie party with Sir Usananf, whom he considers a future enawtg star. The pair had a good 
old battle at Sandwm a lonngtu ago witn Sir leeraid. getting 4ib, holding on by a length 
and a naif. They meet at level weights this ome ant Monwasnan. who didn’t help las cause 
try fluffing me ■second-last, should come on a bundle for that first outing smee hu Chel- 
tenham tan in October. Fifth to Dan Star in the Festival bumper tat year. Morwasman 
snou« haw (he edge loday over Str Leonard, whose previous Ascot nai can be rptored Be- 
cause he came home lame after pricking a toot. Roveatar has been shown to be short of 
Speed on three hurdle runs - fss latest behind ftubriahunrah here - and Solatium Od noth- 
ing <b» the town a; Haydocn on Saturday. * wtn by Jast 'n Ae« wB further boost hs Kemp- 
ton conqueror Castle S wen. while Ancy Turned's pair are worn watching - Mystic Court 
shaping better nan he. oosbon suggests a: LmgftaW. and netroomer JudWocs Neman 
PediR a Ml -brother to Cah On Target. S elec t io n : MOM GASMAN 

RADCOT HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) £3750 added 3m 

•°y\ 110yds Penalty Value £3025 

: 11=V1 SEE ENOUGH (6) (0) <J A G MeaJeri ? BuCtler 8 12 0 '5>9i 1* J CuSoty (7) 

2 12-230 VICTOR BRAVO (HZ] (841 ID) '.Son f BaUtxN tt Saseee 9 11 12 CUaMAyn 

3 421-FOO FSU UKE QUID £27} nneeperor; Turc M ftps 81111. 0 Barrera (7) 

- 4=01Cf ULURU |49) IDI 'F J Mcrpr.i C ftasn 8 11 4 — IRMHM0 

5 V42P1-0 TOMAN MOSS OB) <J G D-sfc"! P Hobs fUl Glonrayp) 

€ 6332 BUUENS BAT (14) 'Bulans Bay Partners, s Shenrooc 7 11 0 I A McCarthy 

T EF GNUS A CALL 127) 'T 9erf"-J anc Mr VII ftwv J 5 IQ 13 Pfth 

S P3C1-C0 fiCBU. OtSOUJ 114) (D) /Fra* HOY? P Rrzhera 8 15 li APUeCoy 

5 (X3^h-i TOTAL WEH INZJfLJ) I« w Darinar-; A J '.Wsm 9 10 11 A lory 

10 533011 FRESH CHOKE 111) 11 remani P Sc«> 6 10 10 >6ai DtTSottvjW 

11 113241 VES MAN (38) (CD) lAcrroh Nrtwi lAngrtiMtsSH hiejn 710 B JFUBey 

12 iWW CENnatAN SD ISO) IMS3 J CcAOTii P fcLrsry 5 100 RFraart 

-12dedored- 

Mmiin aeWc lOst Ti ue nantScap '3en3erran 59 6s <Sb. 

BE7TW& 8-13 See Emagh. 6-1 Tartan Moss. 8-1 tots L*e Gold. 10-1 Britos Say. U-l Fresh 
Choice. Tbs Mm. 14-1 lAn. 20-1 Royal Piper. 14-1 often 
FORM CUBE 

SEE ENOUGH rlwuUJ be a certain?/ here on hr; lower 100-1 Kempton van from Mote Board 
and See ion Cash, ivinmrg that rat* from 33b out of the harawao left Ihe assessor with 
re, choice but to bump h>; rating up 30® so. «i them, he should warn home today witn 
lusta Sb pena tty. nrtenis even nullified Byjmt Cuicrty's ctum. A mud lover who defied lo- 
cav'5 n— gv ajamst Moo*r Mevwngrsr at Cheastow two seasons ago. See Enoutfi can tot 
mem ogam after that hand race on Satuma;/. Vfltfi See Enough sure to be at cramped odds, 
here e rom-e each- way value to be Rad wfth Tartan Maas deeprte her snowing W»e on her 
leasoeararsce at Asco; 16 days ago. As she snowed wnen oeawig Calm Gas tn hewy ground 
at Tojvcestei a year ago. Tanan Moss ®ts a tr© and m* wm oonflimefl the Dtwrtse of rter 
cradonc trumoer run a Cheftanham when she sofit Hera or and Buttereub Joe. Vas Man 
has Mmed his three wms tins term on last graund. Howeesr. he remauW with a wtorang 
rraen and didn't ran a 3l badly or the softer ground in the decent Ascot race wm by 
storm North. Fraah Choice is on bra unmade a « defied a 9lb nse <n good style when land- 
ing nry second mn at FtontwoB U days ago. he has a further 6tb penefty to cwrame to- 
cav outrte's wen regarOBdanc firosned tfvrd ta the useful See More Business fflChepatow 
,r. ti^mber Pools Uko Gold hjs been m two stronger races ance an urfluefty last-fligtn 
%n) a: MaytiGCfc where ha was noBtnfi The Last Rmg. «np went onto wm unoer a mg weigh! 
at r-ieracasoe. ftven Burrows’s 71b dam «M oe a held m this eound. On) A Caft is baefc 
huraiins aftera poor record over fences and fra aes a pramamg son wan amis in the mul 
■V. wirscsor arvl Foniwen last carm Matai Otaewu iw« 3 test m the mud has changed 
srasios. v.hne mo now* Buflaos Bay *m be suited by the me and i s prete neg a Royal 
Piper and laa -ground >mner Uhau. Sotoctton: 5EE ENCHX3H 

RTfi ril ARKELL BREWERY NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 
[Q.WJ ( £5^500 added 3m Penalty Value £4£4L 

1 212315 CASTLE COURT (41) lies DbmC TtBrnomiNGaselee 8 11 10 CLkaM#ya 

2 IFl-y BRAABISIIU.HUCRJ13in3«fJ»Cun>lPfan«sru7 4 P McCoy 

3 V»-10sa SBCRAL CRACK (t» h 8®^ p 7 11 5 --CHan da 

: BaiilffE(14)ffi(Ssa.'Pf*BtK'U5 CTtwyCB 

3 :wi ttt£SlR0MUL{37JihTfWani /dlfcio 10113 FHMa 

5 Ascot lAD (141 j c Bfifryf B Do Hon u lfl 13 Mantua 

7 o«i(»aAmii)i?to«(ta^DvsaoihseMi3 Pti&n 

€ VW& «MAWaa(neBerwT«Pamasf!ajHn!to9109--.- 5 C rop) 

* •' W29 - £ SUXE YWffiiEHfSfi) (Mrs ?Ra«soN vis P tocea^S LOS-——- — 

.0 123S7I OCEAN LEUR3) p7] ^ pypr un 0 Hats 9 U) 8 ^JFB8oy 

r * JBa £ ! «5Sa«B?(NZ)(33)‘AEDe^i7G«cr5'81D4 MAFRqpentf 

12 KOX9 "ntuARwwnajiMQpaa^LaEscKifliot Mrjorawku 

15 3-i!00 CfiPOCASnMJU(l2)<CCCGrte17>arpsoni Etas HKn£ft 7102 WiOBaWPI 

24 S32A5G s wum Ch ef mj nr. £ a tuq*t) r hoqtes 8 ido — -A wm 

15 0*514/34 DUHlM6^UU<lfaSPfl^k;‘j p^ ininn l Aspai (5) 

16 4iS M MARE1HA GALE (15) 'Pt,SargniNPMdd S100 L Harvey 

,, .. . -lfidedared- 

y " iwn •«#? M tSbbc oei^it Ouwwcn ss i 2 & itonin Gate 5a a 
eErre® 11 2 BeOS Lite, 6-1 Ckrtie Coart. 7-1 Mttl tact, 1M Ganteal OmK Oro Leaflw, 
-1 Haiy i Bad, 12-1 Capo Ciafaaiaia. 14-1 ottien 


A P McCoy 

-Alary 

DffSattian 

JFUBey 

RFenrt 


.-!««■> (9 


line-up at Nad AI Sheba on 27 
March. 

The setback has already cost 
the connections of Cigar a S2m 
bonus as he was unable to con- 
test the Santa Anita Handicap 
last weekend. The bonus is for 
winning that race, the Holly- 


wood Gold Cup and the Pacif- 
ic Classic, provided each event 
attracts at least six runners. 

Cigar is on a winning streak 
of 13 and was an impressive win- 
ner of the Grade One Donn 
Handicap at Gulfstream Park 
earlier this month. 


NEWBURY 


200 Sb- Leonard 
230 Tartan Moss 
3 jD 0 Bells life (nb) 
230 MISTER ODDY (r 


GOING: Good to Soft (Soft patches) 

■ Left-bund, galloping course, with snff fenced. 

■ Bacocourw Is south-east 01 town nrur AIM. RaDoay suuon (service Gram London. RaUng- 
inn) adjoins course. ADMISSION: Members SIM; TanersaJte Sfl: Silver Ring U (OATS 
half lim'd. Car PAKK: Free 


■ LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: Mrs M Kevwk*y - 4 1 winner* from UJ4 nm- 
ners gtwii a uocces* raun of iKLIilb and a Iwa u< a 41 level stake of E2-4JI; G mdtards - 30 
winners 121 nmners.2-1 Wi +SI:lo»8; PMonteItb-21 nnneo, lUfi runners, IGTSfc. +116.44; 
M Hammond - 15 mnnen. 86 ninnem. I ■ IV -iXJJtO. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: P Nrrett - W mm, |:« rides. J6.4«S 4-S22.08: A Dobbin - 26 

wins. 1 18 tides 22.<W, +S X.SM; B Storey -2S wins. 100 rides. JS.7*. V Mol- 

oney - If) wins . 60 r ides. 2 1.7V -hO.iJO. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS; See Enough fi3fl) won at SempuntanSabU- 
day. Ulster Oddy (:JJW l won M Leicester ufl Tuesday. LONG-DISTANCE ECFNNKKSt Ernst 
Aragon (2.00| Ins been sent 17-i miles by MisSLsmymanfruin Louth. (Jncolnsbtre; PoUt- 
♦r I " Lflfli sent 17:1 miles by Mre N Putfieid from Axmnuth, Devon. 

roTw^j ARDINGTON *NAT10NAL fflJNF NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS C) 
4,uu l £5000 added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £4002 

1 US-12 HOMCASMAN (M (D) (W] lAirtttM TurtxJi A Jams 6 114. — A P McCoy 

2 06-201 SK LEONARD (14) (D) fArs Jean R Bkshopl S Sfientooe 6 11 4 CManda 

3 0 BUBTERT DAT (57) Ovawra^ ftxtfing Soumem Liniiwa R Arier 6 U 0 _S Johnson 

A POF t GLDGKWMQCRS (7) IWRSiemi JBo^>8110 WHcfWnd 

5 510- ERNEST ARAQORN (335) IP Laiyman) Ur; S lanqiman 7 11 0 SCumiuP) 

G fWM GALEWre KJarwy) G Ihcmer 7 HO IRKomna* 

7 SO FUWG HOOLER (34) IM*e B abeitii M RDtMts 5 li o Bfkgm(3) 

8 000 FRAZER MAW (7U IMS RLgiuni AloresaUO PHeBoy 

9 gJOTCIOUS NOfOMN ifanes R AoanJ A Turned 5 U 0 L Harvey 

10 552 JUST H ACE (42) iMrt taaofi AtWBiri J (Mbits UO Slfide 

n £6W- UTTLE 0UW©f (471) W W Baiev) R Pice 6 UO AMqytea 

12 0 MYSTIC COURT (58) iCourt Jestsn ftatnerJiiD 3i A Turel 5 U 0 SAM 

13 0- PROPER C0HM5H (289) S J (Summon) R Ectey 5 11 0 D Wats* (5) 

14 P RAGGED KTKUOM (13) (Mrc R 5m an) Mis D Odom C EgBrton 7 11 0 ~J A McCathy 


FORM GUIDE 

BELLS IffE rrakes plenty of appeal with ihe testing gmund so much m his braw. And ha 
neat is in the nan fSace as demonstrated n a bunCe ai Chepstow in Deoenber tfren he 
beat msh raider New Co. wfx> vwrt on to wm hs next fius races. Formerly suooeesU for 
Noel Meade, Beds Lire h33 been fried on three chasong atlenyns - the wemere t»- 
mg Chaflengar rtu Luc. Jibber 17ie Kttiber and Call ft A Day - but he its been fpnrag ea- 
pertenoe and oHng on Ms nwpany m a heraficap ghes ten a moe redtefic chance. BnMaML 
Buck is more exposed and la sbl inehned to male jumpmg errors, as he (fid a Chepstow 
tat time. StaMemaie General Crack, a fikafy runner in Cheltenham's four-mSar and the 
winner of two Insh poms, plus a hurdle in testing pound at Chepstow on his reappearance 
looks a haw a better chance. Castle Court, m a strong race at Kempton alter his War- 
wick win. is not bady handicapped even with list USb. but Ocean Leader Is preferred af- 
ter oBfitabie seconds to King Lucifer at Nomngham and (Jbu VS at FoOicstone.With Just 
10a 8b. Ocean leader Is Ihe one Beils Lilfe has to overcome. Maestro Rauf may be fowd 
out In this league after his Foteessone wtn and the others have a bit id find on what lhay 
have acteeved so fat. Selection: BEILS LIFE 

10 ori| GEOFFREY GLBEY HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) £5400 

added 2m If Penalty Value £3£19 

1 21011/2 PERCQHAN (42] (Cl) pr Pear Mrs D Hone 10 12 0 _™__AltaM*e 

2 1F410U JAAffS IHE HRST C13J M IB L BfrViBdl P MCwlS 8 11 U APMcOoy 

3 11-3331 W5fEROOOT(9(D|(MaRMHfiIJNr«UUU(6ei) IteJCHtaty (7) 

4 111-00$ BALLY PARSON (2SEQ (D) [G HuXDy) R Onm 10 U 4 OHnM 

5 322114 DEARDO (40) (BF) (C 1 EthcvcS N Herxknte: 9 10 8 MAfTtOwMI 

6 2-63U00 YYHffTOIS DBJGW (13l (S P TmraL G Cfads-Jaes 8 10 4 WRDmi*n(7) 

7 221-534 HANDSOME MED (102) (M J DGrosefi 10 100 D Monte 

-7<tedarad- 

A&Wnum tetgK lOst. Duenareflcap *e&x: Handsome Ned fist 11&. 

8ETTWQ: 2-1 PracewaB. 3-1 Hitter Mdy. 9-2 Dear Do. 5-1 Jama Uw Rnt, 8-1 Stefy Pwson, 20- 
1 Whtaen DdgM. Haodwaie Ned 

FORM GUIDE 

With three Tram-runners in Ihe field me race vaD be tun lo stra Dev Do, more at home on 
faster ground but a two-length second to lanea The Rrst In the mud at Southwell last 
term and now 13M better off. An eany rwstaha left hon with a task at Ascot last time and 
he finished foutn. a length and a half behold MISTER ODOY ai the race non by Northern 
Sadder. Dear Do rs dlb better wth Mater 0(My but Jeff Kin^s fine panper s the one to be 
on after a cheeky win from Sartonus at Leicester on Tuesday. The selection was also de- 
emed to run at Newton Abbot but Newftury s (he Rede's first preference. With Jim CuOo- 
ty taking off 71b Nkser Oddy wit) snauiaer a surtar «^it UXfay and the way he naveflea 
throughout the raw. always kwtang me winner, suggests hell take the beating ao*n un- 
der me 68) penally. Also, VSs»r Odcy Dear Do a mrashtftg at Lftcesier a year 003 at 
the W0ns an Mndar today. Peacenum s another who rare from the from. Ha missed 
Ml of last season attar winning mree bmes ss a r»nce the previws campa^i and <Bd noth- 
rag wrong after the layoff when cautfn by only Time Won't ‘.Vat at ftampton six weeks apt 
But tna wfil not be easy tar two under 12a. James The firs* wM He the ground and Tory 
McOoy ndes him tor the first tone since the Newran Abba win from Zama and Northern 
Sadder. That par had Barter finished m front cf VDswOdcy ifiTt run of season) at Ascot 
and the wights today suggest it wfl be cfcse between Mister Oddy and James The Fbs. 
Baity Paraon is the other front-runner hero but faster ground and a longer trip is more Ids 
0»ne. Selection: LUSTER ODOY 

A nnl PETCR HAMER MEMORIAL HUNTER CHASE (CLASS H} 
^'^1 £2000 raided 3m Penalty Value £14%0 

1 322m BOT 0731 tt Unsafe R tassel! 12 5 MteiSVMwy(7) 

2 1- SOL HBUSDE5S 1237) !BG AaamGl ? 3Bter 8 12 ! HnPCBkgfS 

3 P33UJ6- BAM OK TIWQET P03) IWv. 3o«-rj Wy 00*^ a 11 9 Mr A Ftemt (5) 

4 2- COUMAL KH1Y (343) rCcoerefi Cmrg Sac^g Uf D Gmsefi 3 11 9 JNfr P ftaddog (3) 

5 D00Q/P- NO JOKER (333) ta^carRVlSltir hGasceeS119 IfeRIMfT) 

6 P0W3' P*arsatW(669)OT!KHV3x,?i3'/'UllSi H-PYtekp) 

7 3fGP< HATSnE BUT (724) ID I Carai 0 Cara 11 11 9 HtEUteyOT 

m J _ 

BETTH& 7-4 SlM in Bn&Moe. 11-4 DobB, 4-1 Cataatel Kafiy. 8-1 No Joker. 12-1 Paco's Boy. 14- 
1 Brag Ai Ta^M. WaysMs Shy 

FORM GUIDE 

With similar Town a®w»st the sroart'flha: A Kind. Tsro a a gpod -ace m prospect between 
snu. w business and CokMial Kafly Both are (ft after rosem acSon and they are Hat- 
ty ta cooe wtrh the ground borer man Dubit. «rro rasn 1 : raced snee June. S5H In Busnoss 
is from me same yard as Wha: A Hard ana ran a cracker aptre Jha: star performer at 
larvteD a fortropil ago. Pony Culling, aboard A HaM men. takes, over on Son In Busi- 
ness. who won aO lour starts las: term, cne a roroe- at Imbn AbbcL m the uyle of a 
horse who could oro^css hasher. Corona; ftecy was a s-mJar atsSetse cehmd Wh* A Hand 
in the Times Rang Star Real an this course almost a year ago. He has a fine record n 
pant to- poms but had to fight for his wn •or’ CcofX' Trjte st Hsraeheatn on ha reap- 
pearance The iwi vwi haw Srcuffft hfi cr. suf Sf* " Egress 'roota me p«tfig a tai- 
kw. Ptao'a Bay won bad rao» tat soasor, wrte fio Joker sas er- easy casuaay at fwangam 
yesterday. Satecttoo; STILL IN BUSINESS 

(Xonl WHATCOMBE CONDITIONALS NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £4000 added 2m Sf Penalty Value £3*248 

1 5263 RhE8EUJtSI(33|iDi<LSRiDCin2U12 . DBartt 

2 503131 1EXERTTS WT (10 ill Hgscr: 5 L HftOT 5 11 7 MAtt wM srg) 

3 344301 FCBOROT fSMB3 (11) -’JC/ Cccr^r- C 5 II 4 7ei M Bray (8) 

a ioq RaKiwaf(46 ) msmissw tvcem gcbm(R 

5 261004 OUML WOOD (38) 'DteC VlXT. S (.'ascr E 10 12 CMs*Mft(3) 

6 5AJS10 CHRPK KMG (50) 4Sane Saots 1 U 3JSr 5 U 10 IMpalCD 

7 0635 FAMASnC RST (B Ata 3Sc>'t. V«s.'Si>rte4 10 6 S Coral (31 

8 020 BARONCaU (IQ fffe Gacara U AVnsr E 10 4 fOwii y» 

9 OUH-OO BUCK SWTaEff (44) iSJ Naytar - a Jar.u 5 SO I A twrarti 

to 0-01P2U CASSKTS BUT (44) -l^nCzU Racr£ ? Ewej 5 12 1 RJdaraa 

11 5600 reorars mssxw co u v ktsc a 35 ^ 6 l — BMraee 

-UdadM- 

etlTKG: 9-4 Dekorty'i Gflt 7-2 Rsurot Romwj. R-l Ro« StMiar, 8-1 Okt)M Wood. 10-1 Dotag 
Nng, 12-1 FMradc Heat 14-1 Wowo, 16-1 oow» 

FORM GUIDE 

FANTASTIC FLEET, fifth m Rea^resque at Ccncxser as S outlay, can take abamaea 
of ha low wa&n- Haung ran in two strong races arc; ro ha mre to IncucsK at LBMest f f. 
FantasSc Ftee; too*-s me answer to a hwy har.ieas. Cha^-e Brooks has ru team frl too 
form and rox trot Ronwo. unsuted by me frosp, gcuTO x Wtoca man. won with ease at 
Fontwefl new nme and apm has coneiwns » sat. W eBawra w looked smart on her OBbur 
a Windsor out nes tafied wee sroe cn me stffer gwt She m#ti mi do better tar tNs 
longer mp ana me stable is m form, ndartyi cat rras rne won unenanen^d in testing 
gourd x lingfrafcj. but ns could prove rougher tor w. The stoo ua n draance wit 3 so 
hetp PflCrtoTe MImIdw. wrio runs m a vuor *» me frsr cme. whue BarancaM. second to 
Tory’s Gft m ora heavy at Lfecottar. comas from the yam that woo asm Ostncma ms 
week. Beyer wmner Caieto's Boy has me sendees of RchanJ Johnson and s p ieferted Id 
me *»pt»intifig oumb Wood. Selo cOo u. FANTASTIC FLEET 

['Cl nn HHSHCLERE JUVENBJE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS C) L5JDOO 

LzTlZL] added 4Y0 2m 110yds Penalty Value £4420 

1 2 CH9JS THE GREAT 188) (8F1 -J* I '.'iff) * B**> 12 0 It Wlw mu II 

2 000 FUM BACK (131 iSLKn, GETS'. UC [nmiNIMjl 

3 4 HAND wnei us 'Uac Acred ■.fwssr-OsewllC CUm» 

e 2 ■tasABrta'TaraJACur/PJicrtAUG APMeCoy 

5 a 5 POBOKilOD Cr-Fst Itetas UaFQcfecuC PHoAey 

3 REDUSW:M0?Sscfrg=3rflrW4: .iPWllC Atarttey 

7 U6 SUemYSPB3AL(l*9)rt > vjroe; 5-lcwllC AOkten 

a wraHSEa’V.-s.'MsiCiO defier 12 3 AMa0*B 

-smarad- 

ESTTWG; 8-2 Cyra The Gnat, 11-4 Hrart Wma 3-1 KaBa Bmeie. 4-1 Bteab, 20-1 Red UgU, 
SS0riy 3*0*23-1 earn 

FORM GUOC 

Son? sasfl> purahases from the n&ff>'mrc ard "h6 ses? (’■Jy i*e v be HAX1A BREE2E. a 
half-ysw to Land Alir arw I&fiV a «r. we!? on iv Serga sand aarrar at »Wws- 
ramcen Jana on at Lacesan tar Micnaa jor.ra - car- times ~ bferfiers. Hurt Mk 
wo won r«a cn tas: tx WBar. HagSB hs2 -»s sure fa rniDraw enfro Sa*Jt 

fourth n Daie" a Urrfsrr Ncrt^NjiiarrOT itahsognesocv.-idionCynuiTbncraMt, 
a Rot wmer tar Michael 3ofi ana seccnd o Rrosws ftTW ffi Fjlcrtfom warn h* CuQed 
too hart. He n* oeen gr-w a rea and too*® bourd co lean. Kasab was not much 
ai the Ral wth Ed Dynicfi !c.'.e4tnSew^*gc«- , ^*wSesd<?fS3fC3nw Dtai-vaat raunton 
a tottetfit ^c. v»Me Rod Ltfit xn svft gmiKS arrmc pn the lews forwawr lert Hue 
Ogdon. S aM w iBK HATTA BREEZE 


HYPERION 

2£0 El{ridos 250 CandDoa 1 3>2Q Royal Jester 
350 Santa Concerto 450 StopThe Walter 4^0 

Shwh-ntaPa sli 

G<HNGt Good to Soft (Soft In pteera). 

■ UwUailng cocase. Dun-ia oY 2£ 

■ Game is nanfa of um off BS461 . ADMISOW ; Onb £1 0; 
1WenBfe&7 (CW^24. anmroBffied uakr-Ktoftte). CASPARS; 
Frte. . 


WINNBSS IN THE IAET DATS; HpUw GL20) woe At 


LONG-DBEANCB BDNNBBS: Gold n^owC^GOJTnsbwrostnt 
143 mfles tr B Butord fata Mrttos, NaUr YodahfKsLterararadk 
taapfraa 143 Irtlalyj PAttan&THnNcrtBti, North Yotfcstee. 

raonl PENNY RUmBIG RESOURANT NOVICE 
hole (CU lSSD) £4000 4YO 2m llOyds' 

1 mi Bn»sMmMnim«sndU4 — : ftowttr 

2 Q3U nGUMK(48)(D)MsUlteH^U4 PHkW 

3 4HR4 BA8NABT YHtUW (20) B uectagpt 10 12 JkfirtdCkMt- 

4 43 CRtStALOFTCLT) AMMaw IS 12- M Botany 

5 00 PO M FCH GE r CURBS (17) 8 U Maoe ID 12 ^J Cs Aw ffi — 

6 Z B3Q1B8 DU MOOLM (14) F 10 S2 PCartraty 

7. 00 IB«HM(7]LLinsilSU TIM 

8 raHX£Q0NMEDE(ktrlfll2 ADoMkl 

9 BOCXRX2MUIIOMGMUoaelD12 NBraOv 

30 ran KMBUWCWAtaKLnblDtt JMraSIrartfT). 

11 625 FMM.HM tOl (80.0099 Stab 10 7 A Stray 

12 00 MHKBI (13) B Hun 10 7 8ltaite«(3l 

- T7 iteriwsif 

BSim !!•« BMattalb MoUta, M Byktas, M WglfM, 7-iqi)f»- 
trt BBL 3M.MKa Eqrtraraa, 10-1 Etaraby WMw, 20-1 rthata 


I 1 00-5535 

2 8-43060- 

3 00P-PU2 
A OB 

5 5 

6 254-503 
. 7 OOF 

8 am>- 

9 0080 

10 PP6-Q2P 
i U PSy4309 

a o 

13 6POF34 

14 66-PP 

15 0 

16 033320 


CYRIL ALEXANDER MEMORIAL MAIDEN 
CHASE (CLASS D) £5400 3nt If 
MJOmm (B5) lb D TboraMn 6 11 S —JBctart Coast 

JHiaBORinJO(56)DLgofb7115 AHram 

CANAUmi(17)MaSBratd6115 MrKWMra 

arasr sme pa) l ia(gi7u. 5 — . — rnrad 

CmSTf p32] Ml A SMndwA 8 11 5 IMP* 

000LVanB{5qPQwsbraj#aiiS RSrasAa 

HARRIS 5FGCML (50) M Kwnmond6 115 Rtta«4 

H0MMMMLQ3nAHMaiBl0U5 MMataqy 

PAC81C RAIHBI (SO) G U Mom 6 11 5 MBwIMy 

PMXVIRKMSSerOSJHottniailSu^ — — PNtera 

MJU«DEUBQaE(U)MsSerarol911S 1 Bata 

HAMNO HOPE HVCPteAsrS 110 _DF*fra 

BOLDnHHWfUQBftaf»«l7 110 i LWftf 

UE»IO)I)0E(3e)HMs<«fer6110 riiWJlIT 

DM1AH PMC&SS (97] J H Mraon 6 11 0 PCartwiy 

SEBEMB BOLD (lj) J BwdoyT 11 D SQM 

Crartfca A 7-2 W|pii da Lragm, MLOraiy Staoot-6-1 . 
, 32-1 Booking SOM, Hatty* Spedrt, 14-1 odwra 


M A J BALUNTYNE HU4THK CHASE 
L™rJ (CLASS H) £2^00 3m 3J 

1 5Q2SPG CAflOUSB- RDCSET (27) (Q M tanoond 13 12 12 

Mr i nwAra fl) 

2 PQI5UP-5 QflFTHE MU (27) (CS| Ita S Bndbuno U 12 12 

AAArt—f) 

3 1/20221- ROIN..BIBI (304) {CO) Mb J Ertny 12 12 12 

i MrCSbmy(7) 


HYPERION 

24.5 MeUion Prhde 2 j 45 Sister Stephanie 
345 Whftebonnet &45 Around The Gale 4X5 
Beau Babfllard 4^45 Three Farthlngg 

GOING: Heavy. 

■ Left-land, strap, comae wftli abort nm-ta. 

■ Cooen b N of town on A380. Newton Abbot starion (aeraed 

hr London, Parkfingum^ ADMISSION: TnUmatti £8.50; 

Connie £4. Under- 1 6s ftee. CAR FAKE On ralb £ 1 £0, rol Cnee. 


WINNERS IN IBB LAST SEVEN DAYS: Mb*er OtWy (4. 1 6). two 

RUkwcrnlbrtif. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Dar^9reaAro-C3.4S)heibnD 
sent 157 mQfsirN Smith from Upton Soodsbunr, HfrmL 

oTcl LANDLORDS DAY MAIDEN HURDLE 
l^rrl (CLASS E) £3^00 added 2m 6f 

1 <XV HBOCLT HOUSE (895) Mffipo 7115 — ! tadaEm 

2 4SM0F MaU9KPHDE(M|FH)0Q8115 gOnoody 

3 0-24323 MRPIAmUCU)RFn«6U5 ! IM 

4 mi NORMAICS WAT (14T7)NHon*»11115 — _BPoral 

5 OOP-2 SMRSPORirpaQCRtalMliOllS TDraortoa 

6 6 SPQ7TSNAPSGEM (2Q P Hobbs 6 11 5 SW&Ht 

7 0 1AMMUZ (15) K Dthop 5 11 5 ! Rftaam 

8 0P3F mSERfmza(l])Ma»7U.5 RDrtto 

9 22-5 OSKMRFGm.paiMI'klBSllO OWflgwMor 

10 4D PHOPOSC THE TOAST (15) NanrOraSllO F Cooper (7) 

USUOPOB UnWMOOELmVOcanrayeUO—^rMin 

12 3 )imSR P 0 O i W (PRC18)Ma>VWMgns4101O-RDwfc 

13 U BLAZWB MRfitU [TQ MtsRHBnd«»n4105.. 

JAs TT Hralwiim 

M 0 nWWSR08E(a2)jm4105- -JL»taB 

-Mdactaad- 

BEIUNtt 3-1 Moira MSB, 7-4 Ift Ft«M, M OaoCaoVGU, 6-1 
POkrt. 7-1 Wai t Mradiftan 12-1 W aady H o ra a, 14-1 pQota 

IO AC I WTERSAL1S (ROAND) MARES NOVICE 
\±ZZ3\ CHASE (CLASS E} £4*500 2m 5f U0yds 

1 13(1-212 SBTaStEFWME{in(QGMcCiUt7U4J(DrawaoW 

2 0 WHL (RUM OTLBmii 9 10 12 AIMra 

3 1034TF HTBLACKHIORN 08] (BR P flcbols 6 10 12_fity Lwdt (3} 

4 OOP aUBTSGM.(46)Mifnel61012 CRM (7) 

-4dodmd- 

BElTRfc M Sbtor ttaphrab. 04 MyUacfcflHnL 3XH tarty'* Ori, 33- 
1 Apr* Crane 

fOIKl HAPPY DAYS NURSERY HANDICAP HUR- 
L±±rj DIE (CLASS D) £4,350 2m 6f 

1 60262F JMJOi p4) (Og C UQntan 8 12 0 DSMterR 

2 83434J0 8UEUWS(7)PMdiofc6119 RDnnoody 

3 A33-12B HMD 1W* RANKS (43) (QR Bost 9 11 9 fftrat 

4 125 UO BRERS(J1B)M Pipe 7118 DRfttpMtar 

5 32U1A RAfRO (B73) Mbs J Mn 11 11 S DQMa^wr 

6 RF200 JBO90ra(23)PH0Uls5115 GMcCowt 


4 :26220- IflOgiJNg 1 ^ BOT P7g J Bttillll G 8- 

• ~ Im 1 firti m 

5-' 12G1P- OBER (225 PH.'intailR» 912S _iJR»P.tab»i ffl, . 

E. 523W32- «BEJRANSfailSWlPE«*iM2B Mr R UNO (51 

7- IMS 1U)aSf!MEti4SQWtMpl412$JMrTl2ra)Ck(n 
8. . CBWff- : IISNHmillBH(l73)JPslfflrlfllll2'^AirF-teffff!ff71 
9 Pf RH05OHT P^E QD LHlBb lO 11 12 j 

RB1Wft84ihyrt tata. WOffltaBm, M- W*»i 74W*»im»- | 
far.ftdloadftrfoy " 

l Q ~ gn ' l HBWESSY C06MAP SPECIAL f«VIC£ 
HURDLE (CLASS CJ £15,000 ?f 

'1 22-1124 BB9BA8S8AN(I[JEr(23}PBs8BmritS113>^lj8Bop|llo 

2 SOSICWTOOWCITJtCJHTocSuftte 

4 61*312 0^tCST(7)JlC»USU3-_ 

5 2522 UB&M^)(BF) I Doddt 10 11 3 _ — . — Mterttaert 
B DJW JWiQ£IOTra(W)taa2Q«Jwi81I3 —IfeTMwrtwiw 
T • 11 reteABfV494aAfaMIMVGU3^-^M 

8 22-122P POUDOtf.TO)«XWI)Rtenail3— — i— 

9 2121-11 SARIftaiKaiD(X7HC) LL*«) TU3 --.Tared 

ID' SRMMNGHiirA'WHwB113— —“»*»»* 

31" 564444 rCGOY aORDOH pQMbDniirara>51D12^L^t(niara 
U 22 SHWMIWSTOYpOJP MOfBBlfilD 12_^ — ADoUfb ; 

13 3U3 MUSA(aa)MHanD«rt420S_! -i-J LUftier 

■ . -iiratert-' 

BBTBIB: 54bSarta Ctwrorto, M PoaaerA Dift.«a Oteairt Rrata TA 
Cfiteperf 04,8-1 IMRra, KH PtRjni nnnt|naf.l4-iaw»Brat, 2B-1 
o Rn t i 

lA ' ^n l.SHP HUTH.^ EYEMOUTH AMATEURS 
L™^J HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) £4£003m 

- • 41 -•• •: ;■ 

1 OfMXBO WTOfm03|f*SSawMSlllD___MrKVItert«np) 

2 43-3530 0VBTHEDS.(13)(CQ JHMraonlOlIS^- — ' 

' ifrTifce-ft.gi 

3' 431RL2 CEUWSOT £17) Rita J SoortbbwlO 1013. 

rara— 

4 'FFZSi' SNPIwiMiSpIRFMiiliyZ'lDlIABRRanltaii'' 

5 056034 «1A WB« (K9 T Dun 10 100 I WuPHAbtep) 

S 09 BBVUBt (8B9 E ERattlS M P— — «r HHIbtaMoe (Z) 

IMhw tafr KM. Two tandeap woWnc Gab HMBrte Ab a*wy 

TkOl 

BETONQ 7-4 StraTte warn, 114 CoataBoy,3-l (her a»Dort,«. 

Monta, IM. Gab Mk, Botaay ■-* 

\"A c nl FEDERAnON BREWERY HMUDtCAP HUR- 
CSrl DLE (CLASS D) £4j000 Sn 2f . 

1- 1-flffW URLS 1H3MR (17) (CD) M^entewarB U 12’ 

■ ' - ..—..—.-js Hranrtb (7) 

2 428130 IMMDIMCfpnitaKIRipiniii—. 

■ ■ ■ • - m ra tant 

3 5230- IIP M FURIES (361) Mhramml 51011 ^JIBwrtRy 

4 522121 SDkSKTHECASHPT] (CDTTD)« 5109—— ~_ADoM*l 

5 340054/ BDWUAN{13)NbsMRB«yB106 — ^ JFItara 

6 000601 REREOEWLSEranftarysSiDith9104 JBraM<(8) 

7 02333-0 AMY ORSW WOULD DO (41) R Bnunoot 7 1Q1' JtSe^a ■ 

8 06400 ANDBOtF0UNIAat(17)J0tail0100— AM*orac*(7) 

9 0506 SR0IB£4U9MIEfl{17]PM)ciiMfr71(>O_«6CMHI(5} 

10 02-5 H0fl»*fl7)BMacSTO«7100^_--_. 8 Storey 

llOCSOtUr DEMnct)U2ft|329$P&paaiBinoil8U(L 

-lldccteML- ' 

laeanwMgclflteltafiRii arae dR m AaalMrfhteWbMahftorate 
tmeXhefM 3b. HDUUi 9a 3b, 0MfalBnM13^. ' 

BBTMG: USlaA Un CM, M. Rnt daRrtaa. Bp bYteeta, 8rl Mr 
And FWy. 8-lBnatteC mteTMoar, Aay Drerai WdoMDo, 24 otei 


7 113000 PHn H AH Mi nB 0 n M J0M811 7 Mh ta 

8 3-U3Q32 BU8KETIB0 CUB) |C0) tbs SKMonl 8111 

1 ‘ : ' - . R Rraooai 

9 «H3P' BBIBBnEaASSfflOtNIbEinDMnflfriaXJbMs. 

10 8PPfi« GAPYAM DOirofD (U) DGmfcdb 4 10 9_^_ JUraty. 
U 41AWP SEA PKHWL(38) M f^pe 9 1D4 ,) — ta rt ■ Du ra 
a P-22901 «HmEB0MB(teCEMd»61D0-_Sa^imita8(» 
13 63XM0 M>»qrgSOCgirC13)(CO)aiteiKon^ 810D j— — _ 

-ISdodored-' -J- 

M tama w (ff t KM Due ftendtey na(»t:AtalM Soe*ta'9R'13fc. -1 
BEIU R L 3-lJodft»yM Eta Bog, frl Bh lb rt nwft , 8-lltanaal Wm- 
iter, T-lWUnaf, KW Mm Iras, HgUTira Rralio, 14-1 otters - 


|2 4 C| EBF TIATIONAL KJNT NOVICE HURDLE 
(QUALFIBQ COJVSS E) £3^00 »n If 

1 21-582 AROUND TOE GALE (52) DGortUo 5 H O l^ftDraaooftr : 

2 62410- n mW M M CpZRIJFtaBlIft.,.:.. >■ ■ ' , 5 to (5) 

3 1404 swsBKcnam mm jou7iu)-«-—ji upam 

4 60000 06AHM8MASHHIOTNSiBMtrifl9..^ f -.T....I9|ra^ 
8 000004 [Rmat3f» U flRrU3)FTiiirt61Qaw^^1ta^ 1 

B . 0QP&- UIU MKE (321) MKbsnr 6109 JlrTerad 

7 544) HSSfWCHUa(S(93) HRtat 7 30 9J. — Jtort : 

B KIlEAltW LAW KfSdnp 7109.1_ — ^JjLBlMm 

-Stfidnd" *f 

BOTMG: B-4AmoMlta Grte, 84fl4»rtM nteMfii.84Duli4li» Coup 
tty, 6-1 lolB(rorojte,20-l Itaa Bnoater, Tdcaroo tady,28<l oitam 

|4 4C| TERRACE . RESTAURANT! JIANWCAP 
1 CHASE (CLASS E) £4^00 2m llOytte ; 

1 11-3331 *BWBW]tWrpi (CO) JWlg 10 127 % 


2 800438 UWapEJWPHoDtoililll^. 1 M» | 1r 

3 OC86I0 B8UJBABUAf!D(1^0)B^PNKOll9. ’D raw arty 

< 25PU1U BMU.M8S{LS(t3)BnCPaptaRl8100 — l_ 

' ; - y.- -" 'T p^Mtenf^- 

5 246B3U AUOseORE(tenANBrttBtel010O^Jl»ontea 

-Gdodond- 

- fitter Oteyotertp rofti ono a A ttaMn*idO> 130 
AfctaMtt Jfist flue Map ratfRc Bnta Jte Sitm At Qta& Stt 
tgnm46MMfe0M»4d.BarallMtrai,B4,Ljrata84Bi>rtMtei, 
20-lAloQoatgB 

IAACI PRECHEUTET01AM STANDARD OPEN NH 
FUT RACE (CLASS iff £2flOQ2mlf 

1 4 AgflAB (8S4) (3^ M Rpo6 114 ; . D l W itata 

2 BANKAW6JEltaJRbron5114-^_JM'MMoMb(7) 

3 D0URB&ennESSMtanrS114^; — MrTMead 

4 OOnBHnQUKNOte N TwIOaDMt 5 114 -DTNM(8) 

5 50 W»OBOi«A«CM3PHollta8114 _8 Drama* 

G 040 PAlLAUUMBOVfS) MrvJRrtlHrflll 4 J Sil^ltr 

7 PD- RDSSaiSIMf«CW8)Nitert«5114^_ — KBnnoa 

8 2 THREE FA8DAN0S (a^J Cta fi 11 4_: G Upton 

9 0 AUOrHLJDH(liqjN»*i4101OU-^SFIteAM 

10 0 BnR»TOOLS(3^ANencambr410U). — Jltartar 

11 RANXMAL5ra*4 105 MteAData 

. -. .-UMnf- • V . 

BETBNt 841taH ItattaM 81 ArtrtM BaBotMRBoMBMOfi UBank 

■ — - — y — - — r .„— | — j -- ----- 


RESULTS 


- . UJDLOW 

: 2.00:L-BBMEtAVE. U A McCarty) 1>. 

maasesax ssa 

rideri.5,6. (OSherwc^u^^M^. 
ifflti2a2O.'C0mpUtar Stta»A Ftterast 

1e^9G. tnos! £ l7a5a Wt www Ra«- 

Z3(El-««Oi«3JAY9*JO*!ty)7-2ta: 

'sssessssss^s 

■SISJStWAlSSSS. 

• KmndnbL ■ -v i . 1 - 

-' .-• 3,00: L MAAlKflt (A-TTorton) H-4 for. 

tR^tory Gardwi 3-2; XTMBMdWHra 

7-L « M- 3, m-[T R)BW. Dowtart. 
Tbter £?•?> I2J.CL £13D,'£2.70: DFi£S0(X 

Wt KotahM. 

yyv 1 HOMmrarai (TMrftM 5-lct>- 
fa^~ZM<nnl0^3.5BMrR«RMU- 
i: 4. Jovtat ManSi-l- 19 ran. 5-1 CO-fhvs - 
. K^ltSed Mart- WtawIcBW- 
r i iw lento, SddeiorthL Total fBJffi 
£3L8o! CLOO. £5.40. £3.60. OF: E ISDO . 
‘CSfi E5BJJL T(Se8sC£54aSLTfl0££73J0- . 
4^X.WSDUJUSR>n(MrFBdradlMM) 


Bbtafideyl. Tatra £2^0; £1-10.-0.70. 
K EOM. CSC £15.82. W« 
£39.7C : . 

4£tt'LJUCTIWA REASON (RftttHO 
25-ii BrawfrTo Dtatr 4-^3-H q(yWari - 
daw 4-r5ran. 7-2 taToutt Baedta 
«&. Vl. (0 Mumysmtof. upoy.teitoJffO; 

. TWra £54.20:^ '£17^0, 0-50. CL»- DR 
£17940. CSFi £1244)5 -TWO: £404^0. Nfc . 



; NOTTMGHAM • • 

: ,; 2J0: tROTDC NO*® (G Tdroey) 7-1; 
2. Mora Wye 3-1 lor. 3. hi* 8**en2£ 
l. tm.mb. 3»'30.-4P' 

Tote: £4.70; £2-40. £2.00. £3L40- Dual 
JF«ecairo£9uOOLOon9iUWSfi*tfftFbreCBBC 


WCHARD EDMONDSON 
■ tiAP: BeBs Ufe --v 
CNewbury.^JOO). 

. - NB: MonTeasman 
r : (Newbury ZOO) 


; 4LS0: 1. SOUIHBIN MHSIREL (Mss C 
■ Mam 8-1: 2. Pfro Bow 33-1; aL dnlcdi 
Raporl4-LU-teB. lLAfavSyndetbaroudi 
Lon (MD. 8, 7. OiChembedaro, West Auck- 
' t5nd).Totnc£fi£b:£X30. £6-80, £9.40. tJF: 
£16zaa CSF: £123^0; Trta £230^0. NRK 
Ltabty i#d, Sant^teaes, SwortJ-ASfi. 

kjROlLUIfD OFWDUOBYAIrRHdBl 
8-1; 2,-fliq tel htete 7-1: 3. ChaAtadey lO- 
X. ID ran. 15-8 far Nat Qutte WWW (pufted 
■ urt; Nk, dteL (Mis C Htaksl. IWk £19.10; 
EL40. £220. £210. OF: £2930. Trice 
^ £65.10. 

250: ± IMVBHM. MAGIC (Q Braifcy) 
12-1; 2 Petnfcra PiMo 5-1; 3. (MBmtaC 
iW 33-L 33 ran: 9-2 jt-tais Amk Befl). 

' Gtenfinri Prinoess- Nk, OlsL (C Bracta. Lem- 
bounrO- ToAk £17.70;' £280, £3.70, £1A60. 
DK£33JO:CSF-£720a Trtcasc £132144- 
. DteNOTwai. u. r . . •• 

4J6ft l: BARONET ffl JafWoanJ lO-l; 2. - 
MwtorNowell-S fine 2 Mao 

r ' 18-1..19Tan. W. 6. ID Mohoteon/Tempki: 
BUtBngl.TatR £9-8Ct £270, £3-60, £5J8Q- 
7 DFrmTO.CSF: £2426. W£4 BJD.' ^NRk 
_ Ktag Gtaeadv Superior Raft. 

4^0: 1.AMME LAVAL (G Brxfie^ 4-1; 
2SeeoDdCaV9-4Cw;3-DetteFoodvot33- 
.' 1 L 13 ran. 1 Ml Sat (K Btftay, Upper Lam- 
botan). Tote £280; £200. £1.40, £240. 
DR £1U0. CSfi m64,Tita fimeo.iit 
.. Oa» Das Mottas. - '■ 

• fiJSKi. DO«NfiE : aJ Mapta) T-3-2. 

. Prtta or May 14*1; 3. benfec VWtey 14- 
" .1; 4^.Contun» StooklQCi fi-iw; 22ran. 

‘ 3. 12L (K Baley, (toper Lombcun)- Tata: 

. ' £840; £230. iBST a-SO, £Lm OF: 
£67-40. CSfi £10032. Trfcasc £1285.75. 


HYPERION 

1AO Carol A£ain Z10 Amsame Venture 1240 
■tartan Gem &10 Disc Of Gold 3-40 Maple Bay 
4JQ No Siduiiisstan 4AO Nortbero Tirfai 
GOING: Standard. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low usuaBy bat far Gf lo 7L 
STALLS: tit i 7f - bwde: rwnfnda- - ourtde. 

■ FTLrauunl sutace; left-hand simp, oval cotnse. 

■ Racecoone ts 3 mdes south-east of town «nd 5 m3es wwt oT 
Newark at Buflcaun. RoDeson JaoeOan raStvay sortton adBobra 
the coarse. ADMISSION: Chib £12; Trateroofis SB (OAProem- 
tMxtareouEM'sDtaiamidClitoJ^oceoiripanMmder-lfisfiree). 
CAB PARK: Ftr*. 


HUMUatK D HRSTT1MR: Hoyml Banter p. 10), Tteet»Earaap»e 
(2.4 0), Doa bte Glow Qrte ragjB ). Aftarira (War, 240). 
WINNERS IN THE MOT SEVEN DAYS: Nrttael (3.40) no taro 
an Friday. Desert bneder (ilO) wtn hereon Monday. Maple 
Bay f 3.40} w oo at Wolverhampton ore Monday. 
LONG-UWrANtX RUNNERS: Ahnya Gram (2. 10) A Tntra Gera 
I2.jp) Jove been 5ect mOe* by >6n Gap EeSgway firm TWift- 
combe. Dorat 

nranl TUXRJRD HANDICAP STAKES (CLASS F) 
l— 1 (DIV f) £2^50 added lm 4f - - 

1 OOMX) MECHODAEEtU) CPrasoa ag ]0 — DaaaMcKosaa 9 

2 50003-3 muBrf7)PD]wesey«99 NKeneraa 

3 122162 IM MOHB Hiy (7) (CO) S Boating 596 CfaR|n(5)4 

4 360000- RUAHMOXW CM!) (B B Hsdnel 4 B 13 -JMnl 

5 0-22402 CATOL-ABABI (7) fift,onfr 4 8 10 SDoOUdS 

6 430033 M WnWBt»)JLftaM7B8 | Ma 7 

7 00-9035 SaWSIteWPfeta9 48fi PhcCWMBS 

8 txom NMIA (48) C Boodi G 8 3 FI*mfaD)8 

9 030000 mRO PM <B KBahop9 7 10 N internal 

-Sdectaed- 

fitafioun eefRE Tri JCM. hue /undfcep aeMK Mara 1st Sb. 

■E71M0: M taUMtertr. 70 PhMrt. B-l CataJtola, 9madhfi» 8-1 

knar, lO-lRattocactfoa. Y i taoito a. mdta 

|Zl0l HANDICAP (CLASS F? 

1 Q«M TO* trai PI (Ctrl M Chromsn 4 10 0 CMundayf7)10 

2 330441 DCSEMMIMnn(qnDCtapoira89U{7ag 

A Cabana 5 

3 851200 WAWE (14) (CD) Me V ta nay 5 9 . r ~FL)NC!>[7)7 

4 04-3323 MONS (201 J BaUcg 397 I EdraaKft(7}2 

5 420422 MEBawWWUREfQMQwpmreGSS 

— D R MoOIrt (3) 8 

a oos-ioo "‘■ ,l """'nn-'-rmn inramiifi 

7 421000- IRIW»g l«Ep0 B)mByMtaay491-BBiJrtdB 
B 006065 BBA/OnW RRBH (7) C Smat 0 7 10 Jodi tftate (7) 4 

9 660000 R0nL04NCERB3)RMa»4 710-„ ADrtr(S)B 

20 GG5000 0ajra£0LD»(4)(ON&jrrai4 7 10 ikMt. 

- 10 (teetered - 

Ulrsmjmn&r- - 

a oner ts an gum Star w an 

BEnMttAA Jta ira ran ta mtam. M Draao. 4-1 Tran DtaMftlaL 

tatao r. W ra li , Mw yi torn, T-l tony Rudy. 1H o0ra» 

\OjLfi\ NORMAIfrON CLAWING STAKES (CLASS 

F) £3^50 added in 6f 

1 <505/3 «MWfE0mHH»ca97 : MPIHM2 

2 2-1130 T»DNBa»Ca8)(qGtel«flra»597___fIrad,m2 

3 03024 BAJ«(M)taASrattfetK79L___^Brt«Mfl 

4 CT-M4 HUHT (18] HK(tale9B 13 .TMtey(7)7 


5 204-334 ELBBOWfflfifCraiachoreil ~ f rtamnrlfB 

6 34/0044 TmyEXAMnZdDBCaotMgaSail. — 

1 - AUCfi»85HBWby485 — . — ^JD (UfcCtao (3) 5 

8 524400 CXJBUAM (43) 8 Smpcm 565 : SDram(3)4 

— j •* 

BEnwaMtateneatM Bfcat SIB Hfita M Brtier,lO0DM>rai, 
320.lt — aoto, 34-1 ofibara 

jo ml SKESBY MAIDEN STOWES (CLASS D) 
£5400 added 3Y01m4f 

1 000- fWOTWRUt* (141)jtt* )fiaoy90 JIFaakn 8 

2 SOTO- KBMWIMlHIMNSazB RHbartH— 90 ! 

■ -,,,.,,-flltaffteiaa 

3 M- MT *B«rapjO)BHa«fcrD»qn . ■ 

4 (00 <nBAMQ(21)l»£aota90 : — ; RGadaraaZ 

5 0- DPCOFBDtD03»MjMaraoo89 -1— ^JYIRta it*. 

6 085008 8ARWHB6Htsn)JL»eB9 . ^JMappbil 

- - -0— ctaad- •••"• • 

8ETOTM: 2-1 Dfao Of Sort, 9-4 Ifiy Ardia, 8-2 Ox0wi8r'G0 Kanbrortft 
Bract M-l It mraa U oft tai. 1B0 R rt —Ntera . 

lO jhl RETFORD HANDICAP (CLASS D} £5400 
added IJT) 

1 112221 MAPl£8«(a)(Cq(SfiABMBy7lj06(Bte)....—.-...„ 
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Sweeney combining the best of both wo 


Like many another talented ju- 
nior athlete. Chris Sweeney 
drifted away from top-level 
running through a combination 
of injury and the increasing 
demands of his job. 

Sweeney, however, is an un- 
usual case. At 29. having es- 
tablished himself in a highly 
successful career with British 
Gas. this former national junior 
cross-country champion has re- 
turned to international racing 
with startling effect. 

A week after finishing eighth 
in the BBC-televised event at 
Durham on 51 December, he 
took second place behind the 
top Kenyan. James KariukL in 
the World Cross Challenge nice 
at Mallusk. That kind of form, 
coming after nearly two > ears of 
enforced inactivity because of a 
foot injury, sends "him into Sun- 
days BAF cross country' champ- 
ionships with a real chance ct 
making the world championship 
team in South Africa. 

.As Sweeney sets off on the 
course at Stake ford. Northum- 
berland, he will need to banish 
from his mind the pressing con- 
cerns of his position as com- 
mercial manager, and effective 
troubleshooter, for the UK 


Mike Rowbottom on the remarkable return 
of a British long-distance runner 


operation of British Gas's air 
conditioning business. The new 
marketing strategy - air condi- 
tioning, like athletics, has its busy 
season, and the cooling starts in 
earnest in April - will have to 
be put mentally to one side. 

Sweeney is as surprised as 
anyone to find himself in his cur- 
rent position. After badly in- 
juring his foot on the Durham 
course in January 1993. he was 
unable to run properly for IS 
months. He finally corrected his 
problem in November 1994 af- 
ter being persuaded io consult 
Dr Ron Holder, the South 
African whose pioneering work 
on building up customised in- 
soles has revived the careers of 
competitors such as Roger 
Black and Steve Backlev. 

But it was not until last No- 
vember that he returned in 
earnest to competition, an- 
nouncing his potential by win- 
ning the Surrey cross-country 
championships by a margin of 
41 seconds. 

“A year ago my attitude was 
that if I could run a couple of 


times a week and get fit enough 
to run one hour socially on Sun- 
day with the lads. I'd be happy,” 
he said. “If you had told me then 
that 1 would be having this 
conversation about my chances 
of making the world cross- 
country championships I 
wouldn't have believed you.” 

Although his national" title - 
won 10 years ago tomorrow - 
indicated the level of his talent, 
part of the reason for Sweeney' s 
unconventional path in the 
sport is simply down to his own 
inclinations. 

After studying chemistry at 
Birmingham University, the of- 
fer of a graduate trainee place 
with his current employer 
opened up a wider world to him. 

‘‘When someone pays you a 
half-decent salary and you move 
down to London you realise 
there is more to life than lead- 
ing a rather monastic exis- 
tence. - he said. “If you are going 
to be dedicated in athletics it of- 
ten requires a severe lifestyle 
and I didn’t think I was ready 
for that " 


Alan Storey, who oversees 
Sweeney's current training in a 
group that includes other lead- 
ing competitors such as Gary 
Staines. Jon Solly and Kate 
McCandless, confirms the im- 
pression of a self sufficient, 
unorthodox character. 

“I admire the way Chris man- 
ages to combine running and a 
high-powered job," he said. 
“He's fairly well-balanced about 
his life. He likes a pint but he 
knows when he shouldn't be hav- 
ing one. I give him what help be 
needs, but he needs a lot less 
than most other athletes.” 
Sweeney has had a close view of 
the life of a full-time athlete, hav- 
ing shared a bouse with Staines 
in South London untQ recently. 

If things go according to 
plan this Sunday - his 30th birth- 
day incidentally - he will need 
to make sure he is not working 
on or around 23 March, the date 
of the big race in Cape Town. 

“1 haven't really considered 
asking for leave,” he said, “be- 
cause that would be tempting 
fate.” In the event of a request, 
one would hope British Gas, not 
overly endowed with good pub- 
licity in recent months, would em- 
brace the chance of a PR boost 





On the run: Second place for Chris Sweeney In tfteWofld Challenge race in MaHush in January 
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Jackson raises the Olyr r - 
stakes with all-comer^ record 


Cohn Jackson continued to im- 
press in his preparations for this 
summer's Olympic Games by 
breaking the Australian all-com- 
ers’ record 'for the 110 metres 
hurdles in Melbourne yesterday. 

Jackson, the world record- 
holder; ran 13.24 seconds- to 
shave O.OSsec from the mark set 
last August After the race, 
Jackson declaredliiiiisclf hap- 
py with the victory Imt said there 
was room for. improvement 
*Tm not very fluid now but Tin 
not worried about it" he said. 

Jackson is in Australia to pre- 
pare for the European season 
and Atlanta in July.' Jackson, 
whose world record of 12.91sec 
was set in August 1993, missed 


out on^a M a^ls jatthe 1988 

third time hr^jbrme,*’ he said. 

At the same meeting, Cathy 
Freeman rah thbcprickest 400m 
by a woman. ih the past five 
months and broke her own 
• Aus tralian record by ; 0.19sec 
with a lime of 4?£S$ec. 

The Finnish shot-putter 
Mika Hahrari; the silver medal- 
list ih the 1995 World Champ- 
ionships. has.. snapped his 
Achilles tendon in (raining 
and wiD not be abb to compete 
in the. European Champion- 
ships, which stall: in Stock- 
holm next Friday. Die injury 
could also keepHalvari out of 
the Olympics.. 


Australian pair are 
cream of the Cats 


Sailing 

STUART ALEXANDER , 
reports from Dubai ■ 

A dhow, two Bedouin tents and 
a camel shared the stage yes- 
terday with rank on rank of 
brand new boats suppdiedforthe 
opening of the Hobie Cat 16 
World Championship here. 

In contrast to the manufac- 
tured greens of the Emirates 
Golf Club, host later Urn month” 
to a PGA Tour event or the Nad 
A1 Sheba course, setting a few 
days later for the richest horse 
race in the world, the Dubai 
Cup, the grey-blue seas of the 
Arabian Gulf provide a natur- 
al race track 

And the sunshine, interrupt- 
ed by dond and rain of late, fits 
well with the Californian origins 
of a boat which has sold 100,000 
worldwide and hopes to re- 
place the British-designed Tbr- 
nado as the catamaran class for 
the 2000 Olympics. 

There is more Ihan one agen- 
da to an event that has attract- 
ed more than 300 entries from 
56 countries. In the Dubai In- 
ternational Marine Club, a few 
hundred yards along the beach 
from the racehorse owner 


Sheikh Mohammed Rashida 
Saeed A1 Maktoom’s palace, his* 
unde, Sheikh Ahmed Bin Saeed 
A1 MaJnoimv was opening an 
event that is a testbed for the 
1998 . mid-Olyinpics World 
Championships of Sailing. 

" The huge entrywiU be trying 
to qualify over. the next three 
days for one of the 25 to 32 slots 
being contested, by more than 
240 crews to jam the existing80 
seeded semi-finalists. Britain al- 
ready has Mark and Victoria 
Farrow in the field. Both Tor- 
nado sailor Stephen Park, 
crewed by Ruth Verrier-Jones, 
and. Laser contender Chris 
Gowers, crewed by David 
Jones, will have to work bard as 
60-boat fleets rotate equipment 
and time on the race course. 

The Australian pair of Kerry 
Ireland and Jennifer Dickson, 
who is just 14 years old and also 
comes from Brisbane's Gold 
Coast, swept aside all comers to 
take the Hobie! 16 Wbmen’s 
World Changnoudrip. They won 
eight out of 10 starts, were sec- 
ond and third in the other two, 
and could watch nonchalantly as 
America's Amiee Larchar and 
Susan Welch snatched silver 
from the South Africans, Inge 
Schabort and GiHian Anley. 


Mullins plots old club’s fall 


Hockey 

BILL COLWILL . 

Tbby Mullins, the coach who sur- 
prisingly parted company with 
Ipswich after taking them to 
their only National League title 
and into Europe in 1993, returns 
to his old hunting ground with 
lowly Havant from the Second 
Division of the South League on 
Sunday in the Fourth round of 
the AEWHA Cup. 

Havant, the young, up-and- 
coming club from the. south 
coast, have no illusions about 
the task facing them but they 
will be hoping the team spirit 
Mullins has created and his 
knowledge of Ipswich will see 
them through. As manager 
Debbie Humphries put.it: “We 
have no stars but a yeiy deter- 
mined ride who wfil enjoy them? 
selves and give of their best." - 

They will be without Lbeir 


- young striker, Lucy Riddle, who 
suffered a hand injury last week, 
but Chris Allberry and Vicky 
Wright are in. good enough 
form to surprise Ipswich.' 

Hightown, the Cup holders 
and League leaders, travel tb 
Bristol tomorrow to race Clifton 
' in the League and ' then bn 
Sunday cross the Pennines to 
. chaDenge.DoncaSter in the only 
Premier clash of the round 

Ipswich travel to Birm ingh a m 
tomorrow to playsecond-placed 
Sutton Canada Life, the only un- 
defeated side in the Premier 
Division. At least six nbn-Na- 
tional League dubs will go into 
: the fifth-round draw on Mon- 
day. • 

• The women's VSreity match 
takes place, at Oxford Hawks 
ground bn Saturday, when the 

- old rivals wiH be hoping to- 
break the deadlock ofihe past 

- three years, when the match has 
endedina draw. 
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Lindsay bullish as Super League 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADF1ELD 

After the glitch comes the glitz, 
with the European Super 
League and Sky TV insisting at 
a spectacular launch yesterday 
that their vision remains intact 
despite events in Australia. 

Rugby league's forthcoming 
inaugural summer season was 


given its most powerful push so 
far in a London hotel, with 
everyone involved pledging to 
make it bigger and better than 
anything the sport has yet seen. 

But the court verdict in Aus- 
tralia that is preventing the 
southern hemisphere equivalent 
from kicking off this weekend 
was never far from centre stage. 

The European Super 
League's chief executive, Mau- 


rice Lindsay, did his best to al- 
lay fears, that, without Aus- 
tralian reams to compete against 
at the end of this season, his own 
competition is fatally wounded. 
“I am confident that there will 

be pfay-offe at the end of the first 
Super League season,” he said. 
"Matters will stabilise in Aus- 
tralia and then we mil be able 
to reveal further details to you.” 
Lindsav also revealed that the 


Australian Rugby League chair- 
man, Ken Arihurson, had con- 
tacted him during his recent visit 
to Australia, raising hopes that 
the two men, on opposite sides 
of an often acrimonious world- 
side battle, could yet reach an 

accommodation. 

He was also adamant that 
Great Britain's tour to the south- 
ern hemisphere this autumn will 
go ahead, taking in Papua New 


Guinea and New Zealand tad if 
necessary, fitting in Fp and Mtet- 
emSamoainplaceoftheAts- 
trafian section of the itinerary. . 

The main object of the ex- 
cise, however, was to show that, 
whatever happens in Australia, 


Stone’s, were talking about the 
same level of pr omotion and 
commitment that has been 


four weeks to go before the first 
Soper League match, between 
Paris and Sheffield Eagles, S&y 
and the competition's sponsors, 


' “We intend to support and. 
commit ourselves to rugby 
league to the same extent, . 
said Bass brewer's head of 
sponsorship, Jonathan Nye.' . 

‘ Sky’s own advertising cam- 
paign, which began today 
promises to be equally .high 


powered. “Ybu wHlsee a mar-- 
-keting- campaign second, to* 
none,”: said Sty’s head of pt^ : 
granmring* David Efetein. • 

' In Australia, Super League- 
aligned players from the Bris- 
bane Broncos andthe Chqbqrra 
Raiders, two of.the e^dnbs 
banned from . breaking away 
. from the AKL, are to ; play v a 
high-profile friendly match m . 
Brisbane this weekend; The 


ARL has delayed. the start of its 

Bob Jamieson has failed in his 
bid to bake over WoikingtoiL 
Hisrescue packagehas been re- 
jected by : the dub..wirichis al- 
most £imindeb , t. y\’~ 

■ The fotmerGteat Britain in- 
ternational Graeme Hajlas, 55,- ' 


Gullit greets 
Cup fever 
with a grin 

Dutch master tells Glenn Moore 
he is happy wearing Chelsea boots 

' When Ruud Gullit signed for thought 'we have done it now’ 


I iTh ^T-rW* * ii i it rj ( 


was not just those of a cynical 
disposition who looked at his al- 
leged wages, considered doubts 
about his fitness, and decided 
he had opted for lucrative semi- 
re tirement in London. 

The Dutchman's consistency, 
and his central role in Chelsea's 
steady development, have long 
dispelled those doubts. He has 
set the best possible example, 
on and off Ibe pitch. Now, as 
with Jfirgen Klinsmann last 
year, thoughts are turning to 
Wembley in May. While Klins- 
mann’s Wembley quest as- 
sumed a momentum more akin 
to the US presidential elections 

- until it crashed into Everton 

- Gullit is seeking to keep his 
progress more low-key. 

"An FA Cup match is the 
same as any other.” he said af- 
ter Chelsea breezed into the last 
eight with a 4-1 fifth-round re- 
play win over Grimsby Town on 
Wednesday. “It is like playing 
in the European Cup. onlv 
when you gel to the Gnal is it 
different. 

“I played twice at Wembley 
for Holland but, once you get 
on the pitch, it does not matter 
where you are. You are fixed on 
what you are doing, maybe you 
•j notice it when you have won." 

Gullit is, however, passionate 
about the Chelsea team, and his 
own continued pursuit of ex- 
cellence. “At the beginmn^of the 
season we had up aSKf downs. 
The 5-0 fy.'iii over Middles- 
brough four weeks ago] was not 
such a good moment because, 
after it, we got a bit sloppy. We 


[Jr I’jttJI 


compete for every metre - or," 
he added with a grin, “as you 
would say, every yard.” 

"We won this match but 
there is nothing to celebrate yet 
When you are in the final you 
have something to look forward 
to - that is what you learn dur- 
ing your career. 

"I still believe I can play bet- 
ter than I did at Milan. Every 
day you learn something, £f 
you think you have achieved 
everything you have nothing to 
do. I had never played in Eng- 
land. I try to use my experience 
and learn from their experience. 
You only stop learning when 
you quit. You have to be open 
to everything. Football develops, 
it becomes quicker, players de- 
velop as athletes. 

“In Italy players are more pa- 
tient when building an attack, 
there is more passing football. 
In Italy a striker is just prepar- 
ing himself for the last momenL 
Here they are working the 
channels all the time, going 
from left to right, to left again. 
Sometimes they are so tired they 
are not ready when the moment 
comes. 

“1 have told them not to do 
that. 1 want Spenny [John 
Spencer] and Mark [Hughes] to 
be sharp. I do not want Spen- 
ny running from left to right, I 
want him here," he said, ges- 
turing in from of him, “where 
I can find him. He is a good pro- 
fessional, he wants to improve. 
Besides, it is what a striker 
wants to hear. I run, but I do not 
run for nothing" 



.David; Lloyd's' name immedi- 
ately came . to mind after '.the. 
Lawn 'Tennis; Association 'an- 
nounced yesterday that ii was 
seekingachief earccutive’tore-' 
place Tan Peacock,' who has 
decided to leave when bis con- 
tract eroiresin September- 
.7iioy<Li^owned as tb* fPfy 1 
erning body’s fiercest, critic, 
was gerspaded to: accept , the' 


Peter Baker, of England, 
drives for the seventh 
green at the Catalan Open 
in Tarragona yesterday. 
Baker's first-round score of 
70 put him five shots off 


the lead forged by the 
Scot, Paid Lawrie. The 27- 
year-old from Aberdeen 
had nine birdies in Ids fast 
IS holes and then reached 
the green m two at Bon- 


monfs treacherous 589- 
yard 17th, a hole that had 
earlier seen Russel Clay- 
don, from Cambridge, take 
3LL But, in trying to hole 
Ids 204oot eagle attempt. 


Lawrie knocked the baft 
four feet past the pin and 
missed the return. The par 
five meant he had to set- 
tle for a 65 and only a one- 
stroke advantage over the 


promising Englishman, 20- 
yearoftl David HomB,atd 
the Spanish pair of Domin- 
go Hospital and Fernando 
Roca. 

Pbotogfaph: Aflsport 


Cullinan and Cronje finish off Pakistan 


Powling’s marathon men 
take on Mcllroy in Trophy 


Non-League notebook 

RUPERT METCALF 


Sudbury Town’s proud recent 
history includes a trip to Wemb- 
ley for an FA Vase final, and if 
they repeal that feat in the FA 
Umbra Trophy this year they will 
have done it the hard way. 

The Suffolk dub have already 
played 10 games (and endured 
four periods of extra time) just 
lo progress from October's first 
qualifying round to this week- 
end’s thiro round proper. They 
needed two replays to see off 
Salisbury in the second quali- 
fying round while their first- 
round saga involving another 
Wiltshire side, Trowbridge, last- 
ed four marches. 

Tomorrow, in the Trophy’s 
, last- 1 6 stagp, they travel to 
: jk Cheshire for a tie at the GM 
Vhuxhafl Conference Champkvjs, 
Macclesfield Town. Both sides 
are managed by former First Di- 
vision footballers. Sammy Mcfl- 
roy, once of Manchester United 


and Northern Ireland, is in 
charge of Macclesfield, while his 
counterpart at Sudbury is Richie 
Fowling, a tough-tackling full- 
back with Arsenal in the 1970s. 
“It's a gigantic task, going there," 
Pawling said yesterday, "but 
anything is possible..." 

Sudbury's climb up the non- 
League pyramid has been swift. 
A year after facing Thmworth 
(who won after a replay) in the 
1989 Vase final in front of a 
record Wise Wembley crowd of 
26,487. Sudbury were promot- 
ed from the Jewson Eastern 
Counties League to the Beaz- 
er Homes League. They were 
promoted again to the Premier 
Division two years ago, and 
{fowling has assembled an ex- 
perienced side with a good 
mixture of League and non- 
League stalwarts. 

Another former Arsenal 
player. Brian McDermott, is the 
new player-manager of the 
struggling Conference club, 
Slough Town, following the de- 
parture of Dave Russell. 


Cricket 

Pakistan 242-6 
South Africa 243-5 
(South Africa win by 5 wkts) 


__ _ South Africa, lifted 

^ 3 crucial haif- 
century from Dar- 
yll Cullman, beat the World Cup 
holders, Pakistan, by five wick- 
ets in their Group B match in 
Karachi yesterday. 

With South Africa needing 
243 to win. Cullinan came in af- 
ter two wickets went in quick 
succession to the fast bowler 
Waqar Younis. following an 
opening stand of 51 in eight 
overs between Andrew Hudson 
and Gary Kirsten. 

Cullinan blended dashing 
strokeplay with disciplined de- 
fence to make 65 and, with his 
captain Hansie Cronje proving 
a staunch ally, steered txis team 
lo 203 before he was fifth out. 
Cronje stayed to finish the job 
with an unbeaten 45 as South 
Africa scored 243 for 5 off 4421 
overs to stav top of the group 
with four wins out or four. 

Parisian had earlier scored 
242 for 6 in their 50 overs, with 
Aamir Sohail making an em- 
phatic return to form with a fine 
111. The opener, hcavilv 


critidsed by the local media af- 
ter making five and nine against 
the United Arab Emirates and 
the Netherlands respectively, 
reached three figures off 129 de- 
liveries. 

An overjoyed Cronje praised 
his openers for their brisk start 
but he tingled out the perfor- 
mance of 19-year-old Paul 


Adams, who took one for 42 in 
his first match in the tourna- 
menL “It was a risk to play him," 
said Cronje, “but Adams is a 
player for the big occasion. 

Whsim said his players were 
“down” after the defeat, addirgp 
“We misread the pitch. “I 
thought it might have done 
more. We all make mistakes.’' 
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Look and learn for England 


England watched live television 
coverage of South Africa's five- 
wicket victory over Pakistan 
yesterday, and they could not 
have faded to appreciate the 
Springbok's tactics - master- 
minded by their coach. Bob 
Woolraer - which swept away 
the co-hosts' unbeaten record 
in Group B. 

Now the onus is on the cap- 
tain. Mike Atherton, and the 
chairman, Raj nteigworlh. to for- 
mulate with an equally effective 
game plan for England's meet- 
ing with Pakistan on Sunday. 

A determined South Africa 
moved a step closer to a quar- 
ter-final berth in Karachi. Yes- 
terday’s vkiory ensured they are 
now certain to finish top of 
Group B, removing the 
prospect of a trip across the bor- 
der to India. 


Javed Mian dad, a veteran of 
all six World Cops, is expected 
to confront England on Sunday, 
as are the opener Aamir Sohail 
who picked up a groin injury 
while scoring 111 yesterday, 
and the wicketkeeper Rashid 
Latif. who has a bruised finger. 

Pakistan now face the prob- 
ability of a quarter-final w In- 
dia. They would have to lose 
against both England and New 
Zealand to finish fourth in the 
group and guarantee them- 
selves a last-eight match on 
home soil. 

"It doesn’t matter where we 
play, our quarter-final," the 
Pakistan captain, Wasim 
Akram, insisted. “It would be 
better, of course, to stay in 
Pakistan but we would proba- 
bly be under less pressure in 
India." 


DjajOnnbMftqarYiMna 05 

JH KUt Cftfr SUSHI MusKsq 9 

•WJ OmW rat out . . . ....AS 

SMPuPocftraour — — 20 

BUratftS- t>4. wB. nb8) — 26 

Total {hr S, 40 nwnj ... ..24* 

Fafc l-M. 2-53. 3-lU. 4.125. 5-203. 

DM not MG fS i Patfnman, c n Mattioaa, A 
A Donald. PR Mans- ■ 

BoiriMf WMm «n> 8J-0-44CC Wxjar 
VouittS-O-50-3: MuMnq Minted 10-0-64-0; 
Aamtr SoM &0-36-Q: Saqla*i Mutfitaq 10-1- 
38-2: SaSra MaUc 1-0-5-0. 

Umpires: S A Buctour and K T ftaects. 

■ The Zimbabwean umpire 
Ian Robinson was withdrawn 
from the match after objections 
from Pakistan. They gave no 
reason for their objection to 
Robinson, who was involved in 
a controversial incident with 
former Pakistan captain Salim 
Malik last year. 

■ Surrey nave won the race to 
sign the South African Tbst all- 
rounder Brian - McMillan. 
McMillan, the Western 
Province player, has been giv- 
en a two-year contract, worth 
around £100,000. 



his ambfa'onextends foplactng 
himself in apotitioa ofbeingan- 
swerable onSytOtheUA GsUn- 
dl-let alone the^Qnmdl’s view 
of such aprospect - remadns to 
bbseen... 

• ; Asked on one occasion if he 
fanc ied an executive role^ Lioyd 
said fac would not be' offered 
one because his policy was to get 
Hd of everybody. 

-V After Iris playing career'end- 
Cd, lioyd created an empire of, 
tennis' and leisure: centres, 
which he sold to Whitbread for 
£20m last year, while retaining 
anerecufivepotitkm.TbecomT 
pany mi^itnot welcome an ear- 


- .As Davis pro captain, the 48- 
year-old Lloyd already has a 
place on tbeboard of thb LTAs 
latzm&tkmal Tbhn&pmson, 

initiated by Peacock to separate 
the professional game from the 
grass roots in the 'hope of im- 
proving playing standards.' : 

.. WuntMedon’s annual pre-tax 
pnjfitsgo to theLIAforthede- 
fyelopmentof theBritishgany. 
SforePbacockfssppomtjnehtia 
1986, contributions from the 
championships have totalled' 
£I38-33m. ' 

His major achievement has 
the buildmg of indoor 
tennis centres, m endeavour to 
make amends for almost two 
decades of neglect by the LEA 
to keep pacewith developments 
in the^rtewerseas. The 40th 
centre tsdneto be openedjal- 
er thls year, the latest initiative 
Ba£25mocHrmiamtyteniHspro- 
gshnme over the nestfiveyeais. 
■ Michael Stich,puDed out of 
the Italiari indoor tournament 
in Milan yesterdtey after sufT 
feeing a recorrence of an ankle . 
irgmyin a locker-room incident. 
ATP Tbur officials reported 
thiatStich, the No 7 scsed, tqmed 
His left ankle whife char^ing’for 
a rnatchagarnst GuyFprgeL 
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CAUHJT1A CUP COUNTDOWN 

Steve Bale on Scotland^ unlikely journey towards a Grand Slam 
Tim Glover on the throwing pains of England's new boy- . 
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CRICKET WORLD CUP: East African underdogs capitalise on cavalier approach from Caribbean batsmen to cause upset 

Kenya plunge West Indies to new Ip 




£C* v/ 


SIMON MANN 


reports from Poona. India 
Kenya 166 
West Indies 93 
Kenya win by 73 runs 


~r~~: ^ ^ You think Eng- 
£\ .SZ land have prob- 
— Ig ft-ir’— ' -* lems? Richie 
Richardson would gladly pack 
his tags for Karachi and lake on 
Mike Atherton's job, anything 
to escape a team whose body- 
language speaks of disinterest 
and disharmony and whose 
complacency has contrived to 
produce the most embarrassing 
defeat in West Indies' cricket 
history. 

Karachi, in fact, may be the 
safest place for Richardson: I 
certainly would not bother with 
the Caribbean. 

The match was not even 
close, and Richardson, more 
used than most West Indian 
captains (and more willing than 
most captains) to explaining 
defeats, could only say at the 
dressing-room door. “1 don’t 
have words at the moment..." 
Every captain is expected to at- 
tend a news conference after 
each World Cup match. How- 
ever brief and informal none 
will have revealed so much 
(there was not even time to call 
someone a buffoon!. 

During Kenya's innings there 


was little hint that the small but 
increasingly excited crowd here 
would witness the World Cup’s 
biggest upscL True, the West In- 
dies thumbed their noses at one- 
day discipline, delivering 14 
wides and 13 no-balls but. even 
so, 167 should have been a com- 
fortable target 

However, first Richardson 
chopped a ball on to his leg 
stump, then Sherwin Camp- 
bell was bowled round his legs. 
Brian Lara square-drove his first 
ball for four but he gave the ap- 
pearance of playing in a bene- 
fit match. He did not sense the 
danger and was caught behind 
off his third undisciplined swish. 
Keith Artourton's id-judged at- 
tempt at a short single made it 
35 for 4. 

Strangely, the West Indies still 
seemed the likely winners, but 
it was one of those days. A catch 
down the leg-side put paid to 
Roger Harper: there were two 
tight run-outs: and a poor de- 
cision to saw off Courtnev 
Walsh. 

There are precedents for 
non -Test playing countries beat- 
ing Test teams in the World Cup 
- in 1979 Sri Lanka beat India 
at Old Trafford, and, four years 
later, an Australian side that in- 
cluded Thomson, Lillee and 
Marsh lost to Zimbabwe - but 
those results hardly compare to 
this. While those two coun- 
tries used World Cup success as 


How the sides measure up 

Kenya West Indies 


Never qualified 


World Cup 


Winners 1975, 79 
Runners-up 1983 


Started with 
colonialists. 

Never progressed 
beyond amatuer 
club level 


History 


Started with 
colonialists in 
18th Century. 

First Test v England 
1928. 

Undisputed world 
champions from 
mid-70s to early 90s 


a basis for winning Tesi-piaving 
status. Kenya’s chances of gain- 
ing two votes at the Interna- 
tional Cricket Conference 
appear remote. The Kenyan 
Cricket Board have so little 
money that, when the players 
asked for white balls with which 
to practise before the tourna- 
ment. they were given normal 
cricket balls painted white. 

Such is the unsatisfactory 
format of the competition that 
the West Indies trill probably still 
qualify’ for the quarter-finals. But 
Kenya, who play Sri Lanka in 
their last group match, or Zim- 
babwe. who take on India, can 
now claim fourth spot ahead of 
them in Group A. If the West 
Indies were to suffer a thrash- 
ing at the hands of Australia in 
Jaipur on Monday, it is con- 
ceivable that Kenya, even if 
they lose to Sri Lanka, could pip 
them. It is all down to net run- 
rate. which is not as daft as 
Richie Benaud’s l *rain rule" but 
it still takes a bit of working ouL 

Lara was one of several West 
Indies players to visit (he vic- 
torious dressing-room. It was 
hard to know what delighted the 
Kenyans more - their win or 
Lara's willingness to pass the 
time and pose for individual 
photos with each of them. 

‘Its a good feeling that a great 
player like him came to us and 
said: ‘Well played, boys'," said 
Rajab Ali, who dismissed Lara 
and took the final wicket of the 
match. “My colleagues were 
saying: Believe in yourself. You 
can get him.' I bowled to him Eke 
he was an ordinary batsman. He 
was a bit flashy and T concen- 
trated on his off-stump... and I 
got him. I couldn’t believe ft." 

Ali could have been talking 
about Lara's shoL 
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Victory salute: Maurice Odumbe (centre), Kenya's captain, celebrates beating the West Indies yesterday with Steve TCcolo (right) 


A long way from stick and corn 




Basharat Hassan 
(ex-Nottinghamshire) 


Famous 

players 


Gary Sobers, 
Brian Lara, 

Viv Richards, 
Michael Holding, 
Malcolm Marshall 


Beating England A Finest hour Too many to mention 
in Nairobi in 1990 


Maurice Odumbe 
0 Test centuries 


Captain Richie Richardson 
16 Test centuries 


Millionaires Brian Lara 


Steve Ttkolo plays in 
South Africa; 
captain played in 
South Wales League 


Overseas 

experience 


Most of side have 
played in 
English County 
Championship 


500-1 


Odds to 
win Cup 


16-1 


(Hfest /xjrffes won ros&J 

KENYA 

D Oudasama c Lara b wash 8 

tTanq kjOaf c Cuffv b Walsh _ 6 

K Otieno c Adams d Wash 2 

S nkafo c Adams b framer .29 

-M Odumbe lYt wuJ^t n H«hop 6 

H Modi c Adams b Ambrose 2G 

M Shi c Lira b Harper 0 

r Odoyo a Adams b Hamer 24 

E Odumbe bCuffy J 

A*rt Kaoro c Adams & Ambrose _11 

fJajab A)i na out 0 

Extra* ib 8 . wl 6 . nP13i 37 

Total (tor . 49 J overs) 1 £S 

Fait 1-15, MS. 3-45. 4-72. 5-77. 6-81. 
7-125. 8-126. 9-153. 

BowHne Ambrose 8.3-3-21-2: Walsh 9-0- 
46-3: Btfhop 10- 2-30-1; Cuty 8-0-31-1; 
Harper 10-445-3: Arthurton 4-0-150. 
WEST INDIES 

S C CampbeU 0 4 

•R B Rimanison b RatabAii - 5 

B C Lara c Tang Iqbal b Rajah Air 3 

S Chardeipaui c TiVala b M Odumbe 19 

h J Arthurian ron out _..0 

f J C Adams c Mod & M Odumbe — 9 

R A Harper c Tana labai b M Odumbe ....17 

I R BBhgp not out .6 

CELAmbrose runout 3 

CA Walsh eChudasamabAsifKanm . „..4 

C E Cutty bR** Air — 1 

Extra* Ib5. Ib 6 . w4. nb2) 17 

Total (35 J overs) 93 

Fait l-lS. 2-22. 3-33. 4-35. 5-55, 6-65. 
7-78. 8-81. 9-89. 

Bowtne Suji 7-2-16 - U RaJabAS 7.2-2-17-3: 
Asn hanm 8-1-19-1; M Odumbe 10-3-15-3; 
Odoyo 3-0- 15-0. 

Umpires: V K Ramaswamy and KJtzar Hayau 


THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 

in association with 



A little less than a year ago, the 
cricket world looked and 
blinked, unsure of what it had 
seen, as the West Indies lost 
their first lest series for many 
years, to a deserving Australia. 
Yesterday, cricketers eve where 
would have gawped in utter dis- 
belief, as Kenya thrashed the 
West indies by 73 runs. It was 
as decisive a victory as anything 
achieved by their brilliant and 
better known distance runners. 

Australia's captain. Mark Tay- 
lor, had already warned that 
Kenya could be toe ones to 
cause an upset but even he 
could not have had the West In- 
dies in mind In fact, Kenya out- 
played them, grittiiy using up 
their overs when all looked lost 
at 81 for 6, showing a tenacity 
the West Indies now lack. 

U was not pretty, but then you 
never go out to fight wearing 
your best trousers. When it 
comes to passing the Norman 
Tebbitt Test, I fail every time 
where Kenya are involved and 
my only disappointment is that 
I was not there to witness what 
has been undoubtedly their 
greatest moment in cricket so far. 

Thai wish that has nothing to 
do with revelling in West Indi- 
an woe, and everything to do 
with celebrating Kenyan joy. It 


is a country I hold very dear, be- 
in£ the place of my birth and up- 
bringing - a place where, among 
other things, my father cap- 
tained the national team, and ! 
learned to play cricket. 

The game has long been 
popular, having long been 
played by colonial expats and 
Asians, almost exclusively on 
jute or coir matting, stretched 
over a firm murrain (compact- 
ed gravel) base - though most 
club pitches in the capital 
Nairobi arc now turf. 

Indeed, the annual Euro- 
peans v Asians matches were 
the equivalent of “Tfest" match- 
es, and regularly attracted large 
crowds. There were touring 
sides too. Sides like the Com- 
monwealth Cavaliers, captained 
by the likes of Tbd Dexter, who 
in 1963 presented my father 
Donald with his England tour- 


Kenya's greatest day 
is well deserved, 
says Derek Pringle, 
who grew up there 


mg cap after he skittled Lord 
Tfed with an inswinger first ball. 

Black Africans did not real- 
ty play, even at school although 
toe few that did usually came 
from Uganda. But then that is 
toe truly amazing aspect of 
Kenya's victory. .Unlike Zim- 

babwe-who have achieved full 

ICC status - Kenya have a 
team who not only have a black 
majority, but whose best play- 
ers are indigenous Africans, 
most ofthem from the Luo tribe 
around toe shores of Lake Vic- 
toria, where cricket has not 
been played since Kenya's in- 
dependence over 30 years ago. 


Today, only Nairobi and Mom- 
basa have cricket leagues. 

But where have these brilliant 
black players like Maurice 
Odumbe, Steve Ukolo. Martin 
Suji and Kennedy Otieno. come 
from? Certainly there were 
none playing when I left Kenya 
to live in England back in 1977, 
and the story of their emergence 
is almost as fantastic as yester- 
day's victory. 

According to Harilal Shah, 
who captained East Africa in the 
1975 \Vbrid Cup, and who is now 
the team manager, toe story be- 
gan during net sessions at Nairo- 
bi’s Sir Ali Sports Club, where 
toe young Odumbes and Tiko- 
los would- watch the dub play- 
ers practice, setting up their own 
impromptu game afterwards, 
using a stick for a bat and a dried 
com cob as a ball. 

Their obvious enthusiasm 


and skill thon-iiy- : 

vited to join in, aiwtoi^^tocabiv 
development immTW^evei^ , £§> 
tuallygoi arou ndjuiddubshe-^ 
gan to invite theth ^ Eura6dl >^- 
for matches. --v ;'"'v ‘'-V: 


Word also got raaiKlIhe w-^ 
tended family - to winch near- ^r - 


with its erpea^;«lB^Mhe^^i! . .- 
was really quite ftat..^ - n- 1 

There are 

strands that fed 1^-v 

stunning \ictoiy: ^ -- 


Kenya have beaJen bDtfci^ag, 
land A and “ 

five years. They^ ^ 
here "as if expecting 
in the siigbtesfebit 
their opponents: . ' v~ . : 

Credit must uisogototfcdS. v 
forts of Jasmer and Kamanat. - . 
Singh, tireless admmiarator'm| ; , . . 
coach repectivefe, toe latter^'; ,r. 
ranging for England's bewrimg r' 
coach Peter Lever tostop off on; ^ - 
his way back frcrocoactumj Do- - 7 ~ " 
von Malcolm ark! Co in South . = r 
Africa last November. It is easy 1 - 
to see who weremore receptive • v " 
to his ideas. . ■£.. 

People have always gone -to "■ 
Kenya to sec its wilmffe and its 
runners. Soon they win be go- ,‘ s ; ; 
ing to watch its cricket team play ' 

Test matches. • : 


10 great sporting upsets 


1 Engand’s tbotbaHere losing 1-0 to the United States fn‘ ,_ B.Cotohefiiiert^ 

the 1950 Wortd Cup - 7 FaroersfaridsljeatingAust 

2 Bons Becker becoming the first unseeded player to win (onshipfodthafi qualifier in 3 

WfimWedon at the age of 17 In 1985 swest^SamoaheattiigW 

3 James “BustBr" Douglas beating Mite Tyson to win the Ctqi- •- 

wortd heavywagrt txatng championship In 1090 - . 9 Norton's coin beating Dew 

4 Golfer John Daly entering as a reserve to win the US .Gold -at 100-1 in 1990 

PGA in 1991 10 anuntebwn t 

5 Australia endingthe United States' U3-sear.hold on s*- - tng Ron Ctsrke* the wOdd rec 

iris’s America's Cup in 1983 lOlJOOmgptd medal Jn Tv* 


B.Cptohefltert^ fiA Cup in 1971 

7 RwoersiaridsbeaSigAusBia 1-0 it aBirapeah Champ- 
ionship fcdttefi. qualifier in 199p !•'. . 

8 Western Sanxrabeatkig Wales in the 1991 Rugby World 

CdP- r‘. ■ ' --■■■• 

9 Norton’s COin^ ^braong Desert OrcWd a win die Cheltenham 


to Ipd^n, beat- 


Richards in old routine 


No. 2923. Friday 1 Man* 


By Span ns 


Thursday’s SolcrtiwJ 


Rugby Union 

STEVE BALE 
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ACROSS 

I Essential ingredients of a 
miscarriage of justice? (5. 3, 

5) 

JO A fantastic concert incorpo- 
rating one extraneous addi- 
tion (V) 

II Fellow in platoon is out of 
condition (5) 

12 Broken German we can un- 
derstand? (51 

13 Prime fuss about sick mam- 
mal from Central America 
I?) 

14 First-class surgeon in New- 
castle area proclaiming in- 
nocence (7) 


16 Military commander en- 
gaged in constant song and 
dance 1 71 

IS Female officer stands in 
front of Queen for protec- 
tion 17) 

20 Item of confectionery has 
hint about undoing pack (7) 

21 Trouble with pay restriction 
applied to Ministry of De- 
fence (9) 

23 Mark's at university, having 
to work hard for exams (3. 
2) 

24 Snack supplying potassium 
to backward child (5) 

25 TV programme risque, it's 
safe to conclude (4, 5) 

26 Accord reduced status? 

(13) 


DOWN 

2 Favourable piece Trev 
knocked up (9) 

3 Gever promo finished in 
record time (5) 

4 Stir caused when rising film 
director takes time out (7) 

5 Motive for mounted police 
arresting large number? (7) 

6 Return from golfing holi- 
day? (5-4) 

7 Waste from Irish county fi- 
nally disposed of (5) 

8 They’re used by people get- 
ting'on, making progress (7- 
6 ) 

9 Sick man in theatre given 
superior seat? (7. 6) 

15 Worthy meandering around 
site gets blame, unfortu- 
nately (9) 

17 Called, in public, an ape (5- 
4) 

19 Figure old man originally 
put in exotic shrub ( 7) 

20 Break in line, about three 
feet from the end? (7) 

22 Caught seaman in room (5) 

23 Given low-powered vehicle, 
was despondent (5) 


After 57 matches as England 
captain, Will Carling has more 
or less exhausted avenues of 
pre-match exhortation or in- 
spiration, so how glad he was to 
have Dean Richards, his inspi- 
ration-made- flesh, back beside 
him as toe team set off for Scot- 
land last night. England will be 
two- thirds of toe way to the 
Triple Crown if they deny Scot- 
land toe Grand Slam tomorrow. 

The two, pack leader as Car- 
ling’s sturdy helpmate, sat to- 
gether on a golden day in 
Richmond yesterday with the 
captain so palpably relieved to 
have Richards restored at No 8 
that you had to wonder, yet 
again, how he could ever have 
been discarded in toe first place. 

This followed England's sec- 
ond private training session at 


the Bank of England ground in 
Roebampton. 

“Dean's leadership of toe for- 
wards - although jrau haven’t 
been allowed to see it - is already 
apparent in training sessions,'’ 
Carling enthused. “The kind of 
example he brings and the con- 
fidence he inspires in players is 
very important for all of us." 

Richards is another of those 
who says he never reads news- 
papers. meaning he was sup- 
posedly unaware of toe fuss his 
reinstatement had created. 

“There is an amount of pres- 
sure, being recalled into toe 
squad," he conceded. “But I 
shah have no more pressure on 
me than any of the other 14 
players in toe side." Even the in- 
souciant Richards must know 
this is not true, not since he was 
called Into the management 
inner sanctum last Sunday to 
work out how England were to 
stop toe Scots. 


Scotland’s replacements yes- 
terday lost Kenny Logan, who 
played a .part in the win in 
Cardiff a fortnight ago afterre- 
placing the wing Craig Joiner. 
Logan broke a finger in, train- 
ing and his place on the bench 
went to Cameron Glasgow, 
The Irish Rugby Football 


Union, who would prefer to be 
concentrating on their team’s 


concentrating on their team’s 
game against Whies in Diiblm to- 
morrow, yesterday turned their 
attention tb Peter Qobessy, toe 
prop disgraced when he was sent 
off in Paris for stamping on 
Olivier Roumat's head. The 
IRFU did toe minimum it could 
by endorsing Gohessy’s 26- 
week suspenaon, terminating his 
international contract 
Simon Geoghegan, the Irish 
whig, came torough afitnesstest 
on his hamstring injury and toe 


on ms Hamstring injury ana tne 
prop Nick Poppleweli will play 
despite retiring from yesterday’s 


session with an ankle strain. 


Batty finally joins Newcastle 


Football 

NICK DUXBURY 


Win a Weekend Break or a case of Bombardier Premium Bitter 


CALL 0891 311 017 

When you have the answers to the (irv three dues across AND the Om three dues down phone 0S9I 311 01 7 and 
kfjve your answers with your name address and daytime telephone number by nridnicht loniixhL Each day there is a 
case of Charles Wells Bombardier Premium Bitter ’lo win- PLUS from all entries foe the wvcC. a winner will be se- 
lected for a Weekend for wo in a Charles Wells Counuy Hoici 
Culls cost 39p per minute dump rate, 49p per minute aii uiher times . 

Winners win txr selected at random from aD correct entries received. No cash alternative. Normal Newspaper Pub- 
lishing rules apply. Editor s decision is finaL Winners’ names can be obtained by sending an SAE to - Chanes Weils 
Crusswora, Unit A Bowe House. Si Rsiere Road, M aidenhead SL6 7QU 


David Batty was left to his own 
devices yesterday when Kevin 
Keegan continued his Newcas- 
tle news black-out leading up to 
Monday's match between toe 
Premiership's two top by re- 
fusing to hold a formal news 
conference to announce toe 
£4m signing of the Blackburn 
midfielder. 

The clubs agreed terras last 
week and toe delay in com- 
pleting the transfer means that 
Batty - described by the New- 
castle manager as the “last 
piece in the jigsaw" ~ will now 
miss only one match through 
suspension for his new club. 


because Blackburn played at 
Villa on Wednesday. 

Batty will sit out the Pre- 
miership showdown with Man- 
chester United at St James’ Park 
but will be “raring to go" after 
that. 

Branco is also champing at 
toe bit to get into action for 
Middlesbrough. The Brazilian 
international defender cannot 
wait to play alongside Bryan 
Robson. 

Branco, who is also keen to 
link up with fellow countryman 
Juninho, said: “There are not 
many people in the world who 
do not know of Bryan Robson. 
I have a lot of respect for a 
champion like him." 

Branco, a 31-year-old former 
World Cup winner, yesterday 


trained with his new dub for toe 
first time since his work permit 
was granted and is in line fora 
Premiership debut against 
Eyerton at the Riverside Sta- 
dium tomorrow. 

Rangers have completed the 
signing of toe Danish striker 
Erik Bo Andersen in a deal be- 
lieved to be worth £l.5m. An- 
dersen was the Danish League’s 
leading scorer with 24 goals last 
season, helping Aalborg lift the . 
championship for toe first time 
in their 110-year history. He has 
won four caps and is a strong 
contender for a place in the 


Now 

homeowners 
can borrow up to 
£15,000 by phone 
and receive a 
cheque in days 


With the new Alliance & Leicester 
Homeowners Loan there are no administration 
costs or sur/ey fees and our attractive low- 
interest rates really make this the affordable 
way to borrow a larger sum. 

No interview required - Phone us today! 


Borrow from £5,000 - £15,000 

AND REPAY OVER 5-10 YEARS. 


INTEREST RATE FROM 

AMOUNT 

-APR 

% 

£15,000 

£13,000 

£11,000 

£9,000 

£7,000 

£5,000 

11-75 

11.75 
12.25 
12.25 

12.75 
12.75 



Bim 





squad for toe European 
Championship finals in June. 


Championship finals in June. 

Raith Rovers have slgne* 
the striker Peter Duffield froc 
Airdrie for £150,000. 


ALLIANCE 

LEICESTER 


• . rOOT'tibMEB £rWS£tPYdU DONOT KEEP OTREWMEOTV r:' 
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